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FE: TO THE 
READER: 


FT was the Fudement of | 

1 the Learned Philip 

|": Carriana , Tin 3 

| mong all the Latin Hiſtori- 

| ans, there was not any one, 

| who was to be preferr'd be- 

fore Tacitus, if equal d to + 
him, either for the Solidityof 

| bis Inſtruftions conducing fo 
| (awil Life, or fer bis man- 


Her 


: | __ 
| 


| 
To the Reader. | 
ner of Conciſe and Judictons 1 
Writing ; which tis the rea- 1 
ſon, that all his words are as 
ſo many Sentences. T here 1 
is nothing unprofitable, lays 
he, in his W, ritings, nothing / 
of Hyperbole, nothing of Cir 


cumlocution in his words. 


F 
The Marquifs V irgilio 
Malvezzi ſpeaks this farther # 
of him, That bis Hiſtory, t 
confrlts in recounting the Act £ 
ons of Soveraigu Princes; 4 
© and the Benefit that accremil 
io. Us from thence is this, | 
that 


| To the Reader. 
ons that we may learn thereby 
ea- thoſe things which may be of 
» a5 great uſe 10 us in an Ape, 
ere wherein almoſs all the Eſtates 
ys of the World are under 
ins Monarchical Government. 
"Ir. 
T his Treatiſe then con- 

tains ſeveral Obſervations 
lio pon the. Choiceſt Morals of 
her twat Famons. Hiſtorian, writ-. 
or), ten. tn Erenca by the Steur 
# Amelot de 1 Houſhie, 
| Dedicated io Monſieur 
vs, Doucherat , Chancellor: of 
is, France, and Printed with 
bat the 


To the Reader. 
the Allowance of that Po * 
tent Monarch now Raign- 
ing in that Flouriſhing King: 9 
dom. C 


L 
This is enough to recom: 
mend theſe few Sheets 
your Reading ; For tho thi 
Deſign may ſeem to requirt 
a larger Epiſtle, yet I am af! « 
zo believe it would be ſuper: 


. fluons at ſuch a time as this, 


when . the World is grown 
weary of long Prefaces ; at 
a'ſo for that all Perſons whi 
delight in good Amthours, 

bt 


| To the Reader. 
P,. have too much Senſe, to 
on: be inform'd of the Benefit 
no) of Tacitus's Morals,and the 
' Uſe which ought to be made 
| of them. 
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A Catalogue of Books Printed 
for and ſold by John Taylor 
at the Ship in St, Paul's 
Church-Yard. - 


I. He Travels of onfienr de The- 

venot into the Levant, in Three 

Parts, viz. I. Into Turkey, IL. Perſia, 

- TH. The Esſ#-Indies, new done out of 
French, in Folio. 

2, A Free Enquiry into the Vulgarly 
receiy'd Notion of Nature, made in an 
Eſſay, Addreſs'd to a Friend : By the Ho- 
nourable Robert Boyl, Eſq; Fellow of the 
Royal Society. The ſame is alſo in La- 
tin for the Benefit of Forreigners. 

3. The Martyrdom of Theodora and of 

,Dyaimus, By a Perſon of Honour. 

4. The Declamations of Quintilian, 

being an Exercitation or Praxis upon his 
; Twelve Books, concerning the Inſtituti- 
; onof an Orator. Tranſlated (from the 
Oxford Theatre Edition) into Engliſh, 
' by a Learned and Ingenious Hand, with 
: the Approbation of ſeveral Eminent 
 School-Maſters inthe City of Loxdon. 

5. England*s Happineſs in a Lineal Suc- 
cellion, and the De plorable Miſerics which 


ever 


_ +Þreacher at the Sawoy, 


Hince deceas'd, left behind for her Chil 


vel. By Perer Bellon, Author of the Pil- m 
grim. | 


A Catalogue of Books. 


ever attended Doubtful Titles to the 
Crown, Hiſtorically demonſtrated fron 
the Wars between the two Houſes of Yor} 
and Lancaſter. ; 
- 6. Academia Scientiarum : Or,The Aca4 
my of Sciences. Being a ſhort and caſe | 
Introduction to the Knowledge of the} + 
Liberal Arts and Sciences ; with the 
Names of thoſe famous Authors that} 
have written on every particular . Sci-! 
ence. In Exgliſh and Latine. By D. 4! 
bercromby, M. D. | ; 
7. Publick Devotion and the Common! | 
Service of the Church of Fngland Juſtt; 
fied and Recommended to all honeſt and! 
well-meaning(however prejudic'd)Diſſen-, 
ters. * By a Lover of his Country and the! _ 
Proteſtant Religion. + | 
8. The Beſt Exerciſe. To which ts ad-! 
ded, A Letter to a Perſon of Quality, 
concerning the Holy Lives of the Prim 
tive Chriſtians. By Anthony Horneck,,, 
9. The Mother's BJjeſſing: Or, The God- '© 
ly Counſel of a Gentlewoman not long| 


dren.. By Mrs. Dorothy Leigh. * 
10. The Inchanted Lover : Or, The: 
Amours of WVarcifſus and Aurelia. A No-Y/" 


The! 
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7 The Modern Contrier :.- 
p OR THE 

Acas | | 

«MORALS 

| ther + 

1T1AGCIITTUR 

- CONCERNING 


mon: 


ASFLATTERY 


and; Lately Reviv'd. 


Tens; 

the| 

ad-l ESSAY- 1. 
ity, | Gregious and Sparkling Wits 
wal | are ſoon diſcourag'd and de- 


| prefs*'d, where Flattery once 


od-#8<tS Footing and Proſpers, T acitus 
FdAnnal, L, 1 

Dng | 6.0" Ms 

bll-| : ; 
'F The meaning of the Text is, That 

*he here Was n0 Want of Egregious and Sparks 

To- Ling Wits, till they were Stupifd by Atu- 

jl- {ar:on,”. D*'Ablancourt renders it , While 

1 B there 

bef | 


2 The Modern Courtier. 


there was no ſpeaking of Truth withazy 
a Candid Complacency , Which does noo} 
does not ſufficiently expreſs the Sence ,;, 
Tacitus, whoſe meaning is, that where Flap, 
tery Reigns, there follows a decay of Towring . 
Tngenuities, for that . all Recompences an 
Rewaras go to the Flatterers, Therefory, 
Monſieur Harlay Chanvalon, has rendery, 
the words much better, thus, till Nobh, 
Ingenuities had debas'd themſelves by, 
Flattery. 2 Sri 
There needs no other Comment upd; 
theſs words, then that of 7 acitns himltly 
Many Authors, faith he, have Compilz. 
us the Hiſtory of the Seven Firſt Ages (pe; 
the Roman Commonweal, at what tiny. 
they Wrote with no leſs Freedom. the, 
Eloquence : but after it was the Inte; 
reſt of Peace that the Supream Powker 
ſhould be devolv'd upon one ſingle Pte 
ſon, thoſe lofty Genius's were ſoon pac 
clipsd. And the Reaſon was, for ths 
Dominion having depriv'd Equality 6 = 
all Command, every one ſtrove to ple: 
and comply with the Prince , . that Þ 
might render himſelf capable of Honou 
and Preferment, to which he conld- nf 
aicend, but by thez' ſteps of Servitud 
For ſo it. is, that Servitude and Flatte 
are two inſeparable Companions ; AE 1 


g 


\ | 
| The Modern Conrticr, 2 
;thuzt was upon the occaſion of the ſhameful 
| IlÞ}atteries of the Senate, that T:berins 
ce thimfelf was wont ſo often to Exclaim : 
EF ltPoor Souls prepar'd for Slavery, The youn- 
wr bug Pliny, whom we ſhall frequently cite, 
5 ay reaſon of the Conformity of his Max- 
efogms with thoſe of Tacitus, whom he caus'd 
on! 6 examine his Writings, ſpeaking of his 
NobqJncles Books, makes an excuſe for eight, 
S VLyyhich were not wrote 1n the ſame 
Stile, and wanted thoſe Sinews of Elo- 
UPlguence, that gave manly force to all the 
miReſt; becauſe they were Written under 
"Plithe Reign of Nero, when the Servile 
>© Fears of Men would not permit 'em to 
- Uiliyrite with Freedom. And in one of his 
thEpiſtles, he adds, That he liv'd inthe 
IntReign of another Emperour , when the 
'OWSenate was become altogether Mute, and 
> —_ Stupift'd, by -reaſon of long St- 


oN tence. 

bs 

ty C — 
plea: ESSAYT i 

at h * 

nou {us and Lnucins , the Sons of 
ir Agrippa, he introduc into the 
areal of the Ceſars, and them,tho? 


e made a Semblance of an utter a. 
; 2 B-2 Ver. 


0 
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verſion to any ſuch Deſign, he moni 


earneſtly deſtr*d to have Proclaim'F 
Princes of the Youth, and to be No . 


minated for Conluls. this 
ES ng 
Princes of the Youth; that 1s to ſ49 


Preſumptive Heirs of the Empire. D'Ayy; 
Japcourt renders it thus, He had Agopthi,;; 
the Sons of Agrippa , Calus and LuClizery 
andcaunsd?em tc be Proclaim?d Princes of ſelf 
Youth, ana earneſtly deſs*d they might be; 
Nomination for Conſuls, tho? to outmar— 
appearance, he teſtified an cartreme unwillin 
ne[s to have it fo. ; 


Flattery is always the Companion j 
Advanc'd Fortune. For Caias and Lu 
were no ſooner admitted into the Imp%\ 


rial Family, but the Senate and Roms 


People deſign ?em for the Empire. Ar 
that which is yet more remaikable #9: 
this, That theſe two Princes, who haÞeg 
not as yet aſſum'd the Robe of Manhoo! 
and confequently were nct capable 
Publick Employmeats, were alrcady Ca 
fols Elef&ted by the Senate and Peophall 
altho' Auguſtus,out of an Aﬀetted Modeſt 1 
ſeemd ſo unwilling to give his Conſe {li 
But Flattery is ingenious and Nudioust Bl 
[ 


The Modera Cour tier. 5 
molnſinuate ; ſhe devines with eaſe what it is 
inyEbat Princes detire ; ſo that Jet them co- 
R Nyer their Longings with never ſo much 
Art, ſhe will find out the Secret. And 
this was that of which Galba gave warn- 
ing to Pi/o, wiien he us?d this Expreſſion 
F To him; {hou wilt have wuch ado, how 
4 Wiſe, how Reſolute , bow C onſt ant ſoever 
Pithou may'ſt be ( Irrumpet Adulatio) Flat- 
Mlpery will force thy Meodefty 5 and make her 
I elf Mftreſs of olltby Aﬀettions. 
ef 


tm — - — 


_ ESSAY. IL 


Nero Was Only 1CIE OL aus wav ova 


LA Law : Him ail the Popular Ado- 


ImpYation Courted. 

0M: | 
a; D*Ablancourt renders:t; There remain'd 

le #10-more alive then Tiberius, ſo that Fortune 

2» libegan to caſt an Eye upon him alone. 


hoo! : 
le { While Marcellus and Agrippa , both 
Co Anguftus's Sons in Law, were alive, as 
-opjalſo Cains and £»c:us, the Sons of Agrippa, 
left. Tiberius had much ado to bruſh off ſeveral 
1ſer flights and Scorns, that were put upon 
us him in the Family of AuguStus, his Fa- 
[ D 3: ther 


| 


earneſtly deſtr'd to have Proclaimp® 


Princes of the Youth, and to be NE 
. rt. 
minated for Conſuls. ”m— 


Preſumptive Heirs of the Empire. Dily;| 
Jancourt renders it thus, He had Azoply,,; 
the Sons of Agrippa , Caius and Lucigz,, 
andeansd?emtcbe Proclaim?d Princes of i,j 
Youth, ana earneſtly defir'd they might be: 
Nomination for Conſuls, tho* to out 
appearance, he teſtified an extreme unwilly 
neſs to have it fo. | 


ns 
Princes of the Youth; that 1s to Y, 


Flattery 1s always the Companion | N 
Advanc'd Fortune. For Cans and Luc 
were no ſooner admitted into the Imp\4 


' rial Family, but the Senate and Ron 


People deſign %*em for the Empire. At 
that which is yet more rema:kable# 
this, That theſe two Princes, who hÞ*g 
not as yet afſum'd the Robe of Manhoo 
and conſequently were not capable * 
Publick Employments, were alrcady Col 
ſols Elected by the Senate and Peopa 
altho' Auguſius,out of an AﬀeCted Modell? 
ſeem'd ſo unwilling to give his Conſetlll 
But Flattery is ingenious and ftudiousfMl 
| 


| | 
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2 maſinuate ; ſhe devines with eaſe what it 1s 

2inyÞþat Princes delire ; fo that let them co- 

Ye Neer their Longings with never ſo much 

rt, ſhe will find out the Secret. And 

this was that of which Galba gave warn- 

ing to Piſo, when he us?d this Expreſſion 

*0 fo him; Thou wilt have much ado, how 

Pie how Reſolute , how Conſtant ſoever 

AaaMou mayſt be ( Irrumpet Adulatio) Flat- 

UClpzry will force thy Modeſty 5 and make her 
#4 ſeif Miſtreſs of oll thy Aﬀettions. 

6: 


ut m— —_ 


_ tEcS4AY il 


- Nero was only icfit of alt the Sons 

" . | 

Lidh Law : Him ail the Popular Ado- 

Imfation Courte!, 

Rom 

. A; D*Ablancourt rendersit; There remain'd 

;-le 20 2more alive then Tiberius, ſo that Fortune 

o h#*gan to caſt an Eye upon him alone. 

1hoo 

ble; While Aarcellus and Aprippa , both 

7 CoAnga3Fus's Sons in Law, were alive, as 

coplſo Caius and Lucius, the Sons of Aprippa, 

deſi {iberius had much ado to bruſh off ſeveral 

nfer{lights and Scorns, that were put upon 

5u5him 11 the Family of AuguSt us , his Fa- 
B 3 ther 
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i. 


ther in Law. But when the Palace wz WOU 


cmpty by the Death of all his Rivaly 
then he ruPd Lord and Maſter : All Peg 
ple made their Addreſſes to him ; the! 
took no notice of any Body elſe; Courted 
no Body ES Due only him alone. Ju 

cunfia wirgere, The words alſo imply, 
as if T aciins would {cein to intimate, that 
they began even to neglett AuguStus kims 
felf; as it is the Cuſtom of Subjects, 
more eipectally Courtiers to adore the 
Riſing Bears, and forſake the Setting 
Snn. Flatter y has been always ſway'd bj 
Intercit, and Mercenary. When Princs 


grow 11 Years, and begin to ſtoop to\ 
wards the Grave Clattosy evrttroveos net! 


AHirers =nd oifers her Incenſe to thoſ! 


who are to Succeed, to the end ſhe may; 
be ſure betimes to make ſure of their! 
earlieſt Favour and good Opinion. There-| 
fore it was a Sentence of Gatva, ground-! 
ed upon good Reaſon, that Flatrery was, 
vaid of Love ; and that there was not any! 
Poiſon more dangerous then hers. And: 
I wiſh it were the Will of Heaven, that| 
all Princes were as well Convinc'd of this| 
Truth, as Galba. Surely it would be! 
much better: for the General Proſperity. 
of their Afﬀairs; and their Reputation, 
of which they can never be too jealous, 
would. 


of ( 
Sub 
wh 
abo 
the 
wa: 
ten 
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Tha Modern Courtier. * 


' would advance it {elf to a higher Pinacle 
| of Grandeur. For then they would have 
| Subjects that would adore their Perſons, 
: whereas thoſe Many Flatterers that croud 
* about their Thrones, Idolize nothing but 
| their Exalted Fortune. And therefore it 
' was, that 7:bcrinvs and Galba always con- 
| temnd and {corn'd 'em. 


ESSAY EY, 


"NOnſuls, Fathers, Knights, all 
ran heacjong into Slavery; and 
by how much the more Illuftrious 
they were, by ſo much the more De-- 
ceitful, and "hana in their Motion : 
And with a Compos'd Gravity, that 
they mightnot ſeemto be too much o- 
verjoy'd at the Death of the deceas'd 
Emperour, nor fad at ſuch a Con- 
jecture as the Advancement of the 
Succeeding Prince, they intermix'd 
their Tears with ' Joy, and their La- 
mentations with Adulation. 


At .Rome, ſays D'Ablancourt, all De- 
grees of Men, Knights, Senators, and 
=: Con 


» 


$ The Moders Conrtzer, | 


Confuls, ran headlong into Slavery, and the 


moſt Ilinſtrions and Eminent firſt of alli} 


compoſing ſo their Looks and Countenances, 


that they might not ſeem joyful for the Death 


of Auguſtus, nor ſad that Tiberius was 


come to the Throne. Nevertheleſs their Tears, 


their Condolements and Congratulations, were 
all but cunning Diſſumul ation. 


Flattery 1s always Exceſſive at the be-. 
ginning of a new Reign: For every one | 
ſtrives to be Complaiſant and to advance : 


his Fortune, by Ingratiating himſelf. 
Even they themſelves, who are not ad- 
dicted to Flattery , become Flatterers. 
tnen, ſpurr'd on by Envy and Jealouſie, | 


not enduring that their Competitors: 


ſhould gain a greater aſcendant over the: | 


AﬀeCctions of their Prince then themſelves, | 


and fearing leaſt Favours ſhould advance: 


Ns ack df ied _— 


their Equals to be their Superiours. The. | 
Grandees are oblig*d to Flatter, in re- | 
gard there 1s an abſolute Neceſlity for |: 
them to pleaſe, that ſo they may be able. ' 


to preſerve their Grandeur. Every Prince 
at the beginning of his Reign is ſubje& to 
miſtruſt, not knowing whither the Great 


* ACE WW - 


Ones are well pleas'd or diſguſted at his | 
Advancement. Therefore it is, that he 


makes it his buſineſs to ſound the Aﬀecti- 


ONS 


The Modern Conrtier, 9 


| onsof his Nobility ; and that he ſtudies 
to obſerve their Countenances and their 


Diſcourſes. Which is the Rea on that we. 
we find all Men in all Companies, {triving 


. to outvie one another in Adulation and 


Servitude. 


—_—— 


ESSAY: 


"alerins Meſſala added, That the 
Senators ſhould every Year 


| renew their Oaths of Fidelity to T zbe- 
' rius: Andbeing ask'd by Trberins,whi- 
| therit was by his Order that he had 
| given thole hints to the Senate, he an- 
| Iwer'd cf his own accord, That- ut 
. | thoſe thinge which Concern'd the 
| Commonweal, he was not wont to- 
| follow any other Counſels then his 
' own, not carins whither others: 


were offended or no. That only fort. 


| of Flattery then remaimn'd. . 


Says D'Ablancourt, When Tiberius has: 
ask.d him, whither he had given him Orders 
ro ſpeak what he bad ſaid, be anſwer d, That 
what concern d the Republic, he never took, 

C > 3 : advige: 


| 
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advice of any Perſon, Where he leaves ont, | 


Vel cum periculo Offenſionis, Wherein chiet-| 
ly confiſts undifcernable ſpurn of abſolute | 
Controut,and thediſguis'd aſſertion of Li- | 
berty. And beſides, he omits the follow- | 
ing Sentence, Ea ſola ſpecies adulands ſuper- 

erat, Which makes a moſt graceful and 
___ Epiphonema to what went be- | 

ore. 


The Queſtion which Tiberixs put to! 
AZſſala, plainly ſhews, that there are ; 
ceriain Flatteties, which are fo far from | 
being grateful to Princes, that they ra- | 
ther ÞJuſh and are aſham'd to hear %em- 
Pronounc'd. | But from one ptece of 
fervile Flattery, which had . wounded | 
Tiberius's Mcodeſty, Meſſala drives on to | 
ancther, which under the falſe appearance | 
of a Bravado, and an undaunted - Cou- | 
rage, concludes in the Abſolute Annihi- | 
lation of Liberty. For while he feignsas | 


if he thought Tiberius offended with his | _ 


Advice, as one that really was refoly'd | 
never to take upon him the Burthen of | 
the Empire, he maintains by his Reply, 
'T hat it was not the Power of the Empire : 
to excufe Him, and 'by Conſequence, | 
that there was a compulſive neceſlity for 
.Him to accept of the Sovereign Power 
maugre; | 


A ot 


The Mode ru Conrtter. IT 
maugre his averſion to the Contrary | 
proteſting that he would rather incur the; 
Princes Indignation , then be debarr'd 
from ſpeaking freely whatever he | 
thought might be for the Service of his 
Country. | 


ESSAY VL 


HE Fathers unanimouſly cry*d 
_ out, that the Body ſhould be . 
carry'd tothe Funeral Pile, upon the 
Shoulders of the Senators. 


D Ablancourt renders it, Then the Senate 
cry'd out, that it was but decent for the Body 
to. be carryd to the Funcral Pile upors the 
Shoulders of Senators. 


There needs but one Flatterer to infect -. 
a whole Society. /4:j[ala had no ſooner 


' deliver'd his fawning Opinion, but the 


whole Senate are for improving and ſtri- 
ving to outvye his glozing Diſlimulation, 
Meſſala had ſpoken like a Colloguing 
Courtier, and the Senate ſpeaks like fo 
many abject Slaves: For it was a Duty - 
incumbent only to the Slayes to carry the 

| BoGies 4 
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Bodies of their Maſters to the Funeral {hut 1 
Pile. » 1 their 
' - Tthed 

Perf 

{an E 
OR were the Fathers les Pro- ! _ 

| { digal of their Adulation to- | F7 


_ Foli 
ward Anugnſia. But T zberins told'em, | yea 


there was a Moderation to be us'd 1n | loi 


beftowing Female Honours. | Prix 
Frat 

Says D'Ablancourt, Therr Flattery was | PR 
not only exceſſive toward the Emperonr, but | that 
alſo towards his Lady, | Yea 
| fam 

Princes are willing enough that Ho- -| like 
nours ſhould be beſtow'd upon their Mc- | hoy 
thers, or their Kindred ; but they can- | Pri 
not endure that any Perfon whatever, | Av: 
ſhould be made their Equal. But this was | and 
that which the Senate were about to do, | Tac 
when they decreed that glorions Title of | the 
MOTHER OF HER COUN- |is 
TRY to Z:7a, For indeed Flatterers | Qu 
are ſtrongly ſubjeC&t to one piece of Im- | nat 
prudence, for that as they are a fort of | Sh 
People, that make their inrereſt the only | do 


—— _ 


Idol of their Adylation, looking one way | Ki 
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l but rowing another, they never meaſure 
[their ſtudy'd Encomium's according to 
'the Merit, or Quality, or Dignity of the 
| Perſon, but give the ſame Panegyricks to 
[a Judge, a Chancellor, a Preſident, or 
!an Earl, &c. as to a Sovereign Prince. 
' And thus we find at this day ſeveral Illu- 
| ftrious Epithites, whither before large 
 Folio's, or Plays, or Diſcourſes upon 
» | mean and frivolous Subjects, which are 
| | allowable to none but Kings and abſolute 
| Princes. Which is the Reaſon that 
France row mainly ſtands in need of a 
PRAGMATIC Sanfton, like to 
; that which Ph:/;p the I I. ſet forth in the 
| Year 1586. to prevent Abuſes of the 
fame Nature. As for Women, Tiberius 
| like a Politic Prince , well underſtood 
how dangerous athing it was to raiſetheir 
Pride, their Vanity, their Luxury, their 
Avarice, their Ambition, their Inſolence, 
and their Cruelty, which according to 
Tacitus, are the uſual Paſſions incident $0 
their Sex. And this Maxim of Tiberius, 
1s well obſerv'd in Hungary, where the 
Queens, at the Ceremony of their Coro- 
/ nation, are never Crown'd but upon the 
| Shoulders, to let 'em know that the King- 
! dom has no need of their Heads, the 
; King's being altogether ſufficient for the 
\ weight of Government. E, S- 
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a ESSAY. VIIL ' AC 

Wil ; fro 

| HE Name of Father of his; the 

i Country, frequently by the! Juc 

| People crouded in among his Titles, 9: 

| T iberins refus'd ; Nor would | | 

[if "berins refus'd ; Nor would he per-| 

ah mit any Oaths to be Sworn for the! ge 

[o Obſervation of his . As, alledging| m: 
i that all the Acts of Mortal Men were! 

[0 frail and uncertain, and the more} ha 

& he was advanc'd in Power, the more! - 

li {lippery was the Pinacle upon which! un 

ih. he {rood. Fa 

He excusd himſelf, ſays D Ablancourt,! : 

by urging the Inconſtancy of Human Events, y, 

affirming that the higher he was Exalted, ». 

' the more dangerous would be his Fall, and the | g 

more likely to happen. {] 

Nothing better becomes a Great and-| : 

Glorious Prince, then to withſtand the | 1 

aſſaults of Flattery, The Senate had| ; 


decree'd , that all the Ats of Tiberins | 

ſhould be Sworn to; that is to ſay, that | 

they ſhould be bound to Confirm and Ju- | | 
| ſtifie, | 


; 
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| ſtifie, whatever he did to be Legally and 
' Warrantably done. But 7iberius was of 
' acontrary Opinion ; that he was ſo far 
| from being Infallible, that he was more 
his: then others in danger of Failing in his 
ſhe! Judgment , for that his High Employ- 
5 | ment, and the Burthen of the Ponderous 
8s, . 
Charge upon his Shoulders, was not 
-1-/ only more difficult then any other to un- 
he) dergo, but more Obnoxious alſo to Hu- 
Ng! man Accidents. 
Te] Princes have always been accuſtom'd to 
re! have Flatterers at their Elbows, who 
re; Swear continually to all their ACts ; In- 
| finvating that God has given 'ema Uni- 
verſal Knowledge, and a judgment that 
cannot err. So that we muſt not won- 
der if ſo many Princes miſcarry in their 
Government, for want of Faithful Ser- 
vants that will open their Lips to tell 
'em Truth. Therefore a Politic Spaniard, 
giving the Reaſon why it was the Cu- 
ſtom tor many Princes to carry their Je- 
ſter along with **:m where ever they 
went : * Becauſe, ſays he, they were Wiſe 
and Prudent Men ; for they did not make 
uſe of thoſe Jeſters for- Sport or Diver- 
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* Gracian in his 34. Dialogue of his 34. Part of 
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tiſe- 
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tiſement, but for Information . Ard in! _ 
another Place, | Theſe Jeſters, ſays he, | jib 
are the Oracles of Truth, who fearleſsly 


diſcover what others have unwarily ut>j 7 vn 
ter'd in their Hearing. | "I 6 
- Which is a great Aſſiſtance to Princes, | wo 
who never can Correct the Fault before | . - 
they know it. | þ th 
Tt In his Ferdinand. | Fea 
—— as | ( 

| att 


HE Tribunes and Centurions | Ca 

reported oit'ner what was | ful 
orateful to the Ear then what was | &f 
true: The Freedmen till retain'd a | 
twang of their tormer Slavery : 
Friends were all addicted to Flatter : | Ki 
But *"twas lis bulinets to know the in- | | 
ſide of the Soldiers Hearts, when a- | pe 
fone and thinking themſelves ſecure, | ©c0 
they freely imparted their Hopes and | # 


Fears at their Military Meals. - | - 
D* Ablancourt renders the whole thus : - 


For- that the Tribunes and Centurions made of 
their reports rather as things were wiſh'd tobe, | 
then 
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«| then according to Truth. That the Freedmen 
' fill retain'd a ſmatch of their former Slavery, 
ly and treacherous Friendſhip only Flatter'd, He 
4. | reſold bimfeclf therefore to diſcover what hz 
| was micertain to know by any other Informati- 
' oand to penctrate the Minas of the Soldiers, 
' whenretir®d in their Tents,and familiarly diſ- 
' corirſing over their Military Commons,they die 
| ſplay'd the naked werity of their Hopes and 
| Fears, 


| Germanicus it ſeems one night took his 

| Opportunity to walk in Diſguiſe and un- 

| attended through. every Street of - his 
| Camp, and ſtopping, at every Tent, heed- 
' fully Liſten'd to the familiar Diſcourſes 
; of the Soldiers. Several. great Princes; 
| have obſerv'd the ſame: Method, to make 
thoſe Diſcoveries themſelves, which they 
were certain others canceaPd from their 
\ Knowledge. The Spaniſh Author laſt 
| Quoted (in his Ferdinand.) ſays very 
pertinently, That Charles the V. was be- 
come the Spie of his own Reputation. And 
that Francis the I. having ſpent a whole 
| Night in the Dwelling of Simplicity, that 
' Isto ſay, in the Country among the Vulgar 
Hinds, diſcovered ſo many Things of high 
| Imporoance to his Government, that he was 
often wont to repeat this ſaying, He had been 


loſt, 
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loſt, unleſs he had been loft ;, as he rode a 
Hunting. In like manner might he as, 


well have ſaid what the Great Atiochn! 


utter*d, vpon his having been in a little; 
Cottage, where he Diſconrs'd with feve-! 
ral poor People that knew him not, That: 
he had never beard Iruth ſpoken till then, 
And the ſame Author adds, If zt be /o; 
difficult for a private Man to know himſelf, 
what a Tak, mult it be for a King ? While| 
Self- Love will not permit to know himfelf; 
nor, Flattery to know others. Princes have 
no Mirrours, and therefore mutt make uſe of 
their own Induftry. So then, there can- | 
not be a more Beneficial piece of Induſtry 
to be their own Perdu's, when Men are 
diſcourſing over their Trenchers and 
Cups, with free and open Hearts; for 
then it is that they give their Tongues 
and Jocund Humours the liberty to Range; | 


while Precaution and Reſery'dneſs are | 


© wo, n 


—— 
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ESSAY XxX; 


Therins rejoyc'd to hear the Se- 
nate argue for the Laws a- 


g2inſt his Sons. 


D'Ablancourt renders it, Tiberius was 
glad to ſee his Sons, inthat ſame famous Di- 
ſpute, made equal with the Laws. 


What a ſtrange thing Flattery is ! The 
Diſpute was about the EleCtion of a Pre- . 


tor ; for which Office there were ſeveral 
that Itood. Urxſus and Germanicus, the 


Sons of Tiberins, favour'd a Kinſman of 


their own, whereas the Roman Law pre- 
ferr'd thoſe who had the moſt numerous 
Iſue. However , notwithſtanding the 
Eletion was hotly bandy'd and opposd 
by the Senate, yet Favour at length car- 
ry'd it above the Law. Which 1s no- 
more then what happens every day In o- 
ther Courts, However let Princes be 
never ſo Vertuous and Moderate, yet they: 
always take delight to prefer their Au- 


_ thority above the Laws, while it gives 
them the Opportunity of reaping to 


them- 
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themſelves the ſole Glory of ſubmitting | 


afterwards. Thus it was that Tiberius one 


day Depreſs'd himſelf,to advance the high | 


Opinion of his Moderation, returning in | 


anſwer to thejFlattery of a Senator, That | 


the Cuſfomes of a Country prudently | 
Eſtabliſhd, and with which the People ! 


had always all along been ſatisfi'd, were 


not to be Chang'd, but upon mature and 
deep Premeditation : That Princes 
had too much Buſineſs already, and too 
much Power : That while they labour'd 
to adyance and extend their own, they 
did but weaken the Authority of the 
Law. . Laſtly, That there was no need of 
Application to a Prince, - when the Laws 


were ſufficient to: reform the Grievance. | 


Here by the way we muſt obſerve, that 
in Republic's they: ſay, The Laws are a- 
bove Princes : But: in Monarchies, Rea- 
ſon: of State requires . that the. Prince 
ſhould be above the Laws: I ſpeak of He- 
reditary Monarchies; for in Elective 
Monarchies, the Laws are Superiour. to 
the Prince, as. in Germany and Poland, 
where the Government is Ariſtocratico- 
Monarchical. 
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ESS AT: Ai 


E ſharply reprehended thoſe 

who gave the Epithite of Di- 

vine to his daily Employments, and 
gave him the Title of LORD. 


Says D'Ablancourt, He ſeverely reprovd 
thoſe who call'd hiw Lord, and gave his daily 
Exerciſes the Epithite of Divine Occupations, 


There are ſome Flatterys, that-render 
Princes Odious. T:berins, who was hated 
enough already, had been much more 
Contemn®d, had he accepted of a Title, 
which Auguſtus, whoſe Example had al- 


ways with him the force of a Law, had 
\ refus'd by a Decree. And for that reaſon 


it was that he thunder'd out his Indigna- 
tion againſt Thoſe, who call'd him 
LORD. He was a Lord in Reality, 
but he would not that People ſhould call 


' him ſo, as being deſirous they ſhould be- 


lieve he did not 1cok upon himſelf fo to 
be. Politic Princes are contented with 
the Subſtance of their Power, and wil- 
lingly part with all the reſt as meerly 

SUPCr- 


_ larg'd and eſtabliſh'd his Power. The 
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Super fluous. For Subjects are almoſt all of 
the humour of that ſame Parthiar King, | 
who was nothing troubPd that his Bro-? 
ther bore the Yoke of Raman Servitude, | 
ſo long as he did not wear the Scars and ; 
Marks of it. The greater Progreſs Tibe- | 
rins made in taming the Senate with the | 
vain ſhew of Liberty, the more he en: | 


[ 


_— 


more Popular his Words and Actions 
were, the more plyable he found the 
Great Men, and the more eaſily led to | 


Servitude. He was offended with thoſe | 


who calPd his Occupations, Divine ; for | 
becauſe he knew himſelf not undeſervedly | 
to be tax'd with the Common Stain of his | 
Family, which was Havghtineſs, he was 
deſirous that the People ſhould believe he 
went hand in hand with the Senate in the 


"7 <* 


a, 


Goverment. 1 know, ſaid he, that I am but a | 


Aortal Man, and ſubjeft to all the Frailties 
of Humanity, and therefore *tis enough for me 
to be Honour d with the firſt Seat inthe Senate, 
and more then enough if I ſupply it well, — 


Princes are Mortal , but the Common- 
wealth 1s Eternal. By this acknowledg- 
ment he was no more then a Member, 
and he permitted thoſe Honours that 
were pay'd him no otherwiſe,then as they | 
were aſcrib'd to the reſt of the Senators. 

| Who | 
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' Who though they gave little Credit to 


what he ſaid, yet were they pleas'd to 
hear him deliver himſelf with ſo much 
Modeſty, ſo much the rather becauſe it 
was not always his luck to be Popular for 
all that. Obſerve moreover, that by 


the Difference which he made between 


Princes as Mortals, and Commonwealths 
3s being Eternal, he ſeem'd to inti- 
mate , that he was ſo far from be- 
ing LORD of the Empire, that he had 

little Concern in the Government of it ; 


- only his Eternity reſided in the Body of 


the Senate, which was Immortal, and 
was able alone to ſhake the Aﬀairs of the 
Univerſe. 


a —_ On 


ESSAY Xi 


H O fear'd Liberty, yet ha- 
ted Adulation. 


Says D'Ablancourt, Under a Prince who 
hated Flattery, yet was no friend to Liberty. 


. To hate Flattery is to love Liberty ; 


| to hate Liberty, 1s to love Flattery. 


Nevertheleſs 7zberins hated both the one 
and 
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and the other. A ſtrange thing, ſays 
Tacitus, that a Prince wholett remaining 
not the leaſt Footſtep of Liberty, ſhoull 
be tird and diſcontented to behold in 
the Senate, ſuch an Effeminate and Ser- 
vile Complacency. Certainly 'tis a very; 
difficult thing to find the way how to 
pleaſe the Palate of a Politic Prince. I 
you Flatter him continually, you incur hi; 
Contempt; if you deal too frankly and 
freely with him, you meet his Indigns 
tion. How Vertuous ſocver he be, tor} 
much Liberty offends him ; becaule ir ap 
pears not ſo reſpectful as Flattery. And; 
if they are wickedly enclin'd, Flattery 
then becomes ſuſpected ; becauſe her Er 
comiums are oftentimes the Reproache 
of Vices, which are oppoſite to YVertue, 
Therefore had Tacitus reafon to ſay, 
that a Man has enough to do, who has to 
deal with a Prince that underſtands what 
Flattery is. For which reaſon it was an 


Ingenious and Witty ſaying of the Covi) 


tels D' Aranda, that there was no Regi- 


ſter in the Heart of a King, and by con-| 


ſequence it was not to be read. More- 


over Princes find greater Benefit by Li-| 
berty , then Flattery, as being deluded | 


by one, but inſtructed by the other. But 
Courtlers take the ſurer Courſe to attain 
their 
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their ends by Flattery, then by Liberty 
of Speech ; while theone1s grateful, the 
other odious to the Generality of Great 
Perſonages.. | 


D— 


ESSAY XII. 


HE fame undeſtinguiſh'd La- 

' mentations among all:an inter- 
mix'd and confus'd Throng of Mour- 
ners, and every one Weeping at 
their own rate. There could be no 
Adulation there, while all Men 
knew that the Death of Germanices 


Ws was welcom to T zberins. 


D*Ablancourt ſays, That it was no for- 
mal Funeral Pomp, or ftudy'd Mourning, to 


gratifie Tiberius, who they knew was well 
\ plea9d with the Death of Germanicus, 


The Common People are not capable 
of Diilimulation, nor by conſequence of 
Flattery. For when Tiberius outwardly 


 bewaiPd the Death of Germancns, they 


were ſo far with Complying with his in- 
ward Joy, that they ſought to ſpite _ 
O y 


 Tiberins could not contain his Joy , nor} 
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by all the Demonſtrations of a Public! 


and Real Lamentation imaginable ; and 


. celebrating the praiſe of the Deceas'd, 


And indeed there has been in all Times, | 
a certain kind of Antipathy between the! 
Prince and the People. They who are| 
hated by the Prince, are generally belov'd | 
by the Multitude. On the other fide, | 
they who are the Darlings of the People, 
are never favour'd by the Prince. Ger- 
manicus was mortally hated by Tiberius, 
becauſe he was the Peoples Favourite; 
and the People had an Antipathy againſt 
Druſus,becauſeTiberius had a greater kind- 
neſs for him, then for his Brother. The! 
People ador'd Aprippina ; Tiberins per-| 
Tſecuted her to Death. When the Wife! 
of Druſus lay Inn of two Male Infants, 


the People their ſorrow. Becauſe the 
Reinforcement of Dr«/us's Family wes 
ken'd and depreſsd the Family of Ger- 
manicns, But when Druſus dy*d, the Peo- 
ple were overjoy'd to hear the Emperours 
Lamentations, in hopes the Family of 
Germanicus, againſt whom his Father hed 
all along difplay'd his Enmity , would! 
now Tevive and flouriſh in its former! 
Glory. 

S E- 
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ESI A Y. AV. 


| E nam*d Manias Lepiodus,and 

Junins Bleſus,to chooſe which 
of the two they pleas'd to be ſent 
Proconſal into Africa, Lepidns ex- 
cus'd himlelf by reaſon of the Cra- 
zie Conſtirution of his Body, and 
for thar he had a Daughter ready to 
be Marry'd : But there was another 
Reaſon which was Conjectur®d at 
by all, tho? by him not ſo much as 
mention'd, which was, that Bleſzs 


| was Uncle to Seja-us, and therefore 


aſlur*d of the Preferment : Bleſus al: 


ſo refus*d the Profter, but not with 


that Fervency and Sincerity as the 
other d1d, nor was he ſo much Ap- 
plauded by his Flatterers, who were 
alſo the fame that flatter'd Sejanus, 


D*Ablancourt ſays, That Lepidns groand- 


| ed his refuſal pon his Tndiſþofit ton of Boay, 


alledging befides, that he had a Dausbter 
to Marry , but that there was anoth:r Rea- 


C2 ſon 
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ſon which he durſt not diſcover ; becauſe his 


Rival was Uncle to Sejanus, and therefor: | 


would be ſure to be preferr'd before him, 
Bleſus alſo made a refuſal ;, but not with half 


that Earneſtneſs, nor fo loudly Applanded byl 


thoſe that flatter" d him. 
When Tiberius propos'd Lepidns and 


Bleſus to the Senate, he propounded a| 


Choice between Merit and Favour. Leps 
ans was a Perſon of Merit, as being 
Perſon whom Auguſtus had adjudg?d wor: 


thy and fit to Govern the Empire. But| 
Bleſus was the Favourite, as being Uncle! 


to Sejanus., Tiberius nam'd Lepridus in| 


the firſt place, ſeemingly deſigning tj 


give the Precedency to Merit ; but hi 
knew well, that Flattery would bequeatil 
it to Favour. The excuſes which Leps 
aus alledg*d were receiv'd with Applauſe 
and Acclamation, as being no leſs grate 
ful to Z7iberins, then to Sejanns and Bl: 
ſus. But the excuſes which Bleſs pro 
duc'd could not be heard ; while ever) 
one knew there was a willing force de 
fign'd to engage him to acceptance. For 
Favour and Flattery go hand in hand to- 


gether; they never part Company, at} 


tended by Injuſtice that follows cloſe a 
their Heels, 
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ESS4& 1 AY; 


Eftins the Senator diſcours'd, 
| That Princes indeed were like 
the Gods, but that neither Gods 
bow'd down their Ears to the unjuſt 


+ | Supplicationsof their Adorers. 


| Says D'Ablancourt,Ceſtius declar'd, That 
Princes were like the Gods, but that the Goas 

| never liſkewd to Prayers that were unjujt. 

| Princes are oftentimes compar'd to 

| God; and indeed they may be iaid to be 


th} Corporeal Gods; according to- that of 


Vegetius, There is a faithful Devotion to be 
paid to the Emperoxr, as to our preſent and 
Terreſtrial God. God himſelf alfo gives 
,them the ſame Title, 7 have faid ye are 
Gods, But the 1l!luſtrious and Czleftial 
Title ſhould pur 'em in remembrance of 


| their Principal and God-like Office, which 


is to diſtribute Juſtice to their Subjects, 
and prevent the Oppreſlion of the Poor. 


1 Tis a uſual thing for them that Kneel at 


their Feet for Favours and Preferments, 
to tell 'em they zre abſolute in Power, 
C2 | and 
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and that they are the Images of the Al- 
mighty : But for the ſame reaſon, they 


are oblig'd to take care that all their | 
Grants be juſt, for fear of defacing that | 
{ame glorious Similitnde, 'Tis a great | 


Weakneſs in a Prince to he ſo timorous, 
as not to dare juſtly to deny what others 
dare demand without regard to Juſtice. 


Certainly, that King ſpoke like a Ver- | 


tnous Prince, who being preſs'd to keep 
an Illegal Promiſe, reply'd, That 'twas 
impoſſible he ſhould ever have made 
an Unjuſt Promiſe. Thus Charles the Y. 
being inform'd that he had ſign'd a Grant 
that was contrary to Equity, ſent for it 
again, and after he had tore -it, 1 love my 


Soul, {aid he, mh better then my Wri- |. 


titlg. 


_—m__ 


_ 


m_— 


_—_— 


The Modern Conrter. JT 


Is FIRCASF 30, rv les 


E-SS &-Y. XFL 


Olabell: Corpelins, while he 

ſtrove to cutvie the reft,ftum- 

bled into a moſt abſur'd piece of 

Flattery, and Decreed,that he ſhould 

make an Cvazt entry 1nato the City, 
returning from Camparra. 


Says D*Ablarconrt, Dolabella deſirous 
ta ſurpaſs all others , fell into a Ridiculous 
piece of Flattery, pr0p2fing to accree I ibe- 
rius the Honour of a Feity Triumph, 


Could there be a more Impertigent 
piece of Flattery then this, to decree a 
Triumphant Entrie to a Prince, meerly 
upon his Return from a bare Progreſs ? 
But Tiberius had too much Wit to be in 
the humour to accept of ſuch an Honour, 
which had render'd him more ridiculous 
then the Curry-Fayour that decreed it 
him. 1 am not fo indigent of Honeur, ſaid 
he to the Senate, after having Tam'd ſo 
many Warlthe Natioas, and receiv'd and 
refusd ſo many Honours in my Youth, as in 
my Declining Age to veg a Counterfeit Tri- 

6-4 unph © 
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umph for a Fourney of Pleaſure almoſt within 


view of Rome it ſelf. Princes that have | 
acquir'd a ſubſtantial Reputation, as Ti- | 
berius had done, in the Eaſt, In Germany 


and Pannonia, or Hungary, ſcorn all falle 


Honours : And to flatter 'em, is to incur | 


their Diſpleaſure; becauſe their Renown 


has no need of borrow'd Augmentation, | 


When their Praiſes flow from the Lips 
of Flatterers, they become ſuſpected ; 
for it is with Flatterers as with Lyars, 
whom no body believes, even when 
they ſpeak Trath. So that Princes have 


the greateſt reaſon to abhor their vain | 


Idolizers, who rob their Vertue of more 


true Glory, then the Sophilticate Ho- | 
nour comes to, ſo ſeduJouſly prepar'd for 


a falſe and unſeaſonable Glitter. 


ESSAY XVII 


Nly Rabellins Blandus held 
with Lepidnus; the reſt all 
lided with Agrippa. 


Says D'Ablancourt, Of all the Conſular 
Senators, only Rubellius Blandus was of 
Lepidus's Opizion ? the reſt condemied Prif- 
Agripps 


Cus to Death. 


ve | 
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Agrippa had adjudg'd to Death a cer- 
tain Roman Knight accus'd to have cheat- 
ed Tiberius, in preſenting him an Eleglie 


| upon the, Death of Germanricus, which he 


had made for Dr»ſus, who was recovered 
from a Diſeaſe,of which *twas thought he 
| would have dy'd. Lepidus,according to his 
Cuſtom, which was to moderate the rigour 
of ſevere Sentences, inliſted , that the 
mild Temper of the Prince, and the Ex- 
| ample of their Anceſtors, would not ad- 
mit that they ſhould run to that Heighth, 
33 not to make a diſtinftion between 
Words and Attions; and that Oftenta- 
tion was not to be puniſh'd as a Criminal 
Offence: That they might find out ſuch 
a Medivm, ſo that the Offender might 
be puniſh*d, and yet they have no occa- 
ſion ever to repent of too much Clemen- 
cy," Or too unwary Severity. That a 
Man who made it his ſtudy to write 
Verſes and read 'em to Women, to ac- 
quire the reputation of being a Poer, 
was neither in a Capacity to do the Pub- 
licany harm, if they ſuffer'd him to live; 
nor conſiderable enough, to bemade an 
example of Terrour, if they put him 
to Death ard thcrefore that it vas ſuf- 
ficient to Baniſh kim, and Coubicate his: 
Eltate, Bur this Prudent ' and Grave 

EC; I Aud! 
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Advice had but one only Perſon to ap- 
plaud it; while Agrippa, tho' his Opt- 


nion and. Intentions were unjutft, bad all | 


the reſt of the Voices of his ſide, becauſe 
he flatter'd the Inclinations of the Prince, 
who was both cruel and greedy of Re- 
venge. One Flatterer makes many, while 
they are afraid to be leſs forward then 
He, to ſupport the Prince's Intereſts, if 
they do not ſide with that Opinion which 
Hatters moſt. 


ESSAY -XVIIL 
HE. ſpoke Modeſt Things con 


cerning the Manners of the 
Young Man, nor did he add any 
thing of untruth to ſet a higher va- 
tue upon his Parts. 


Says DAblancourt, He added ſomething, 
as to Druſas, but without Flattery, 


\When Tiberius mention'd Germans 
to whom he bare a particular Spleen and 
Envy, he ſpar*d for no Words, NOT N0 
Applauſes, becauſe he Flatter'd him, and 


was willing the Senate ſhould believe Fr 
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ſaid more then he meant. But when' he 
ſpoke of Druſus, who was his own Son, 
he was always thrifty of his Expreſlions, 
as being defirous they ſhould believe all 
that he ſaid; as indeed he never did 
ſpeak any thing of him but what every 
one knew to be Truth. Behold here the 


| difference between Praiſing and Flatter- 


ing. To Praiſe, 1s truly to declare the 
real Worth and Merits of any Perſon 
and no more: Whereas he who Flatters, 
either Aggravates, or Lyes. He thar 
Aggravates, attributes more to the Per- 


ſon then he deſerves: And he may be ſaid 


to Lye, who gives to Vices the appella- 
tion of Vertues, that are their Oppoiites, 
as It 1s the cuſtom of all that Flatter. 


__ 


ESSAY MM 


HE Fathers had ſtudy'd his 
Oration betore-hand; ſo thar 


the Flattery was the more finely 


Spun. 


Says D*Ablancourt, The Senators waited 
for this Requeſt, which render d the Flattery 
more aclicate. 


be 
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If Flattery be. generally ſo ſuttle and 
Ingenious as it is, what is there which i 
is not able to invent to ſhew her Com- 
placency, after a ſerious Meditation ! lf 
ſhe be ſo pliant and ſubmiſſive, when her 
Acts are unconſtrain'd and voluntary, to 
what a low degree of Puſilanimous Baſe 
neſs will ſhe not condeſcend and poorly 
ſtoop, when once neceſſity and awful 
force compel her ? 


be 


ESSAY XX. 


Silanus, in contempt of. rhe 

* Conſulſhip, labour'd for 

the Honour of the Princes, and de: 
hver'd it, as his own Opinion that 
the Names of the Conſuls ſhould 
be no longer afhix'd to Public or Pri- 
vate Acts, as the Rule of Kalenders 
and Chronologies, but the Names of 
thoſe that had the Tribunitial Pow- 
er. But as for Quintus Haterin;, 


when he propos'd that the Decrees 
ct the Senate for that day, {hould be 
in the Court in Letters of 
the Old Man became the 

: Lavgh- 


jet up 
Gold , 


The Modera Courtier. 37 


Laughter of the whole Court, who 
having ſo ſmall a time to Live, could 
think of carrying «the Infamy of 
ſuch a notorious piece of Flattery to 
his Grave. 


Says D'Ablancourt , Haterins expos'd 
himſelf to public Laughter, for having propo?d 
to Engrave their Decrces in Letters of Gold, 
as one that could not hope to reap' the fruit 
if his Flattery, but the Ignominy that at- 
tended it. But this does not come up to 
the ſenſe of Tacitus, who the better to 
ſt out the poor Spirit of Haterins, tells 
us, that he was an Old Man, who by Con- 
ſequence not having long to live, could 
expect no other, then to go to his Grave 
loaden with Infamy. 


The ſame thing happen'd to Tiberins, 
which had befallen Auguſtus. When Au- 
guſtus made Tiberis his Aſſociate in the 
Tribuneſhip, then tkither CanitaVergere, 
The Flatterers began to pay their Ado- 
rations all to Tiberins: And: ſo ſoon as 
Tiberius ſummons Drſus to Partnerſhip 
In the Dignity and Authority, every one 
{trives. to- adore the Riſing Sun, all the 
Flatterers; all the Senators like Emulous 

| Cham- 


4 
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Champions, diſpute for Preheminenceqr,,.; 


Flattery, and to gain the Favour of th. 
New Prince, generally the Prize of ear Me 
Sedulicie. S:lanns therefore , a perſqjq | 
— for his — and El 
uence, ſteps up, and propoſes that ty, 
Public ns of the Years ſhould If = 
no longer taken from the Names of th, +1, 

Conſuls, but from the Sovereign 1ribun, 
foip, little heeding that while he Honourſ,,1 
Druſus , he Diſhonour'd 7rberins, whim; 
having been four times Conſul, receivg; 
the ſame Affront as the reſt of the Coy ye 
ſuls, if he ſuffer'd a Dignity to grow int tery 
Contempt, which he himſelf had take. c 
upon him, after he was Emperour. Be, þ 
ſides, that if the Alteration of Chrong ,ir 
logical Computation ſhould Commend ,;+ 
from no longer a Date then the Tribunef ,.., 
ſhip of Dr«/us, he muſt be loferiour td MR, 
his Son ; or at leaſt be beholding to hin] (4 
for being Nam'd with Him in al] Publig ,,. 
Acts and Regifters: Which is a Thing 4. 
highly injurious to Majeſty , that en 
dures neither Equality nor Dependency. 
And thus ſee how Flattery oft-t1mes ſplit; 
it felf upon the Rocks of Imprudence, 
and becomes Afrontive where ſhe ſtudic 
moſt Obſequiouſneſs, As for Quintu 
Haterius,his Flattery was ſo ill reſented by 
Tiberins,| 
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Kru, that his Propoſal was look'd 
f pon as Extravagant. And that which 
eat..nder'd him moſt ridiculous, was his 
ri$01d Age, that put him out of hopes of 

Grer living to reap the Fruit of Druſzs's 
| cknowledgement z ſo that there nothing 
dt more remain'd for him, but the ignominy 
[tl of having been the Author of a Propoſal 
as ſ much beneath a Perſon of his Years 
u9:nd Quality: for he was of an Illuſtrious 
WikEzmily , and moreover highly eſteend 
1VEfor his Eloquence. W hence you may ob- 
-ON ferve by the by, that Eloquence and Flat- 
Md tery wonderfully ſympathize one with 
k | the other 3 and that ir is a difficult thing 
*[to be a cunning and dextrous Flatterer 
"0 without Eloquence z or to be Eloquent 
9 without Adulation. And this is that per- 
i haps, which the younger Pliny means, 
That Elcquence is not to be learnt, with- 
"out good Manners; to let us underſtand, 
that Eloquence is a dapgerous Talent in 
"St them, who are not endu'd with a Since- 


rity capable to make a right uſe of it. 
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_ hilyd 


| erajs 

ESSAY XXL. at h1 
- Kory? 

Think it to be the chiefeſt Durſ#8* 

of a Hiſtorian, to take care tha 
Vertue be not {mother'd, and to de 
ter Men from evil ACtions and Say: 
ings, for fear of being branded with ; 
I2nomy to Poſlterity. 


In my Opinion, ſays D Ablancourt, 'i ad 1 
the Duty of a Hiſtorian, to give to Vertwpod 1 
the recompence which ſhe deſerves , and vſorb3 
beget an abhorrency of Vice, by awing Men uilt 
with the ſhame of Eternal Inf amy. 109 


It is the cuſtom of Flatterers to extolf*"* 
Vice, while by a wrong impreflion-vif; , 
Interpretation, they make it paſs for [n'd 
currant Vertue; and to cry down as Par 
Crimes, the Vertues of ſuch zs arc hated Inot | 
by thoſe Princes whom they Flatier, Offlnjy 
all People therefore in the World are 
Flatterers the moſt unfit, and improper | $: 
to undertake a Hiſtory, which ought to [Knig 
have Truth for its Guide, and for its hav: 
Object the Inſtruftion of Poiterity. And [chan 
here we muſt not omit to give that wor- [But 

| thily 
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__ hily deſerved CharaCter of Mornſicur e- 
eray, to be the only Modern Author, 
at has honour'd Frazce with a Sincere 

| kory, and left in his Writings the lively 

Nuthnoge of its ancient Liverty. 


that Li Ns 
a4. ESSAY. al 


"I" Nzins a Roman Knight, accus'd 
of High Treaſon , becauſe he 
,.had melted down the Princes Statue, 
-tyþod turn'd it into Silver Plate, Ceſar 
| ujorbad to be Regiſter'd among the 
4nbGuilty ; Aſeins Capito openly oppo- 
ns him under the Pretence of Li- 
.;perty, alledging that ſuch a Hainous 
grime ought never to go Unpun- 
or8ih'd; thar he might be remiſs in 
as pard*ning Offences againſt himlſelt ; 
:d ſnot be ſo laviſh to forgive notcrious 
8 nuries done the Public. 
rt] Says D'Ablancourt, Ennins 'a Roman 
0 |Amght was accusd of High Treaſon, for 
$ [having melted a Statue of the Prince, to 
| [change it into Silver Plate for his own uſe. 
- [Sur Tiberius d:ſcharg'd him ; the Capito 
7 oppos'd 
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oppos'd him, erying out as if he had ſtundhys pt 
in defence of the Public Liberty, that ute EM 
came him not to let ſo great an Offend dif 
Unpuniſh'd ;, that he might Paragon his mike to 
bitt not the Injuries of the Commonwealth, þr him 
; ment 
Flattery is never more wicked , thjmho! 
whien ſhe diſguiſes her {elf in the hahpay, £ 
of Liberty. Capito was not to Hearn thparn'c 
Tiberins hated Flattery, and tit on thine, 
other ſide he was no Friend to Liberthief 
and therefore he intermixes both toggearnl 
ther. What? ſays he, will you let gion 'v 
Criminal, that has thus darinely difplapg th 
his contempt of your Perſon, by melting dp wel 
one of your Statues ; and had this Offepuere « 
been committed againſ# You alone, you mightys C 
have pardowd it, and the Senate could aan 0 
have oppos'd it ; but ſince it is a Crime tight, 
Ennius has committed againſt the whole Wicke: 
public, the Puniſhment belongs to Us; fine 
it 1s not juſt that you ſhould be ſo merci « 
at the Expence of our Authority, | mi 
Certainly no piece of Flattery could en 
have out-done this Reprimand. Capi 
who was not ignorant of the cruel Ter 
per of 1:berius, would infinuate that 1 
the Injuries done to the Prince, ſhou 
be look'd upon as done to the Comma 


weal; to the end that under that ſpe 


01 
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zodhus pretence, walle the Senate fſatisft'd 
 ithe Emperours Revenge, Trberius might 
d&rþ diſcharg'd of the Odinm which was 
5 mike to fall upon him, had he been Carver 
th, br himſelf. Thas Sycophants cheriſh and 

ment the Vices of Princes, and teach 
tihn how to be Tyrants. Obſerve by the 
hathay, that this Capito was a Perſon highly 
n thearn'd in the Laws, both Human and Di- 
n tine, and moreover accounted one of the 
ertÞhief Men in the Senate , yet all his 
togfearning ſerv'd but to ſtain his Reputa- 
zffon with Eternal Reproach ; conſider - 
bag the 11] uſe which he had made of it, 
well under Auguſtus as under Tiberins. 
felfhere ave always at the Elbows of Princes, 
mays Commines in his Memoires, 1. I. £c.6. 
d name or other of the Long Robe; a lovely 
» thigbt, when Vertuons ; but dangerous, when 
e (Micked. And in his Fifth Book, toward 
he end of the Chapter, Too much Know- 
ciffage corrupts the Wicked, but the Vertuous 
much the better for it, 


eli 
put 
(yl 
t 
011) ( 
10 
| | 
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is inf 

ESSAY. XXII. oneſ 

| Ince 

Abeo, an untainted Aſſerter fe V 
Liberty, and for that Reaſap® ** 


of a more celebrated Repuratiaf? , 
2 ; gent 1 
but Capiro's Obſequiouſnels wh, 
more approv'd by thoſe that had tiring 
Sovereign Power. = 
Pk, 
Says D'Ablancourt, Labeo more Frapt CC 
and Generous, and therefore more Famapit 
among Men, the other more C omplaiſait, a ax1l 
better belov'd by his Prince. 3 
| jy Cc 
I have already faid, that how Vertu 
ſoeyer Princes may be, they are uny 
ling however to ſuffer abſolute Libert] 
Whatever their averſion may be to Flt 
tery, yet too much Freedom is that whil A 


more oficrds their Ears. Majeſty 1s1 
accuſtom'd to Reſpe&t and Adoratio 
that whatſoever is not Complaiſance q _ 
Submiſſion , proves inſupportable to | 4 
Auguſtus was a mild and vertuous Prin mth 
but yet he never loy*d Labeo, becauſe | 


- did not ſeem to demean himſelf as bt 


came him , like a Subje&t ; therefo Cot 


_ 
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epreferr'd Capiro, his Competitor, tho' 
is nr in Birth, in Merit, and in 
oneſty, only ſurpaſſing him in Complai- 
ance, Labeo was more eſteem'd by all 
-r he World, and Capito more valu'd by 
af is Prince. Labeo deferv*d the Conſul- 
icy but never had it ; Capito's Advarce- 
lo "© was early to the ſame Dignity ; tho' 
Vo otherway deſerv'd it then by his 
lt ringing Obſequiouſneſs. Labeo's Hu- 
nour gains a Reputation among the Peo- 
ple, but he who ſtrives to be a Favourite 
A it Court, muſt obſerve the Method that 
an apito tollow'd ; according to the Court 
7 Maxim , That , Favour acquir*d is more 
Lurably preſery'd by Cotplaiſance, then 
by Courage. 


(u0F 

IV 

ESSAY XXIV. 

ſhi Dulation and Pride kept "au 
tid pace together. 


el 

5 i} Says D'Ablancourt, Servile and Proud 
ine th together. 

e , 

bd Flatterers (I mean the Flatterers in 
for Courts of Princes) are for the molt part 
Tainted 


They are flexible pliant, and obſequ 
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Tainted with two ſorts of Vices, wm 
ſeem bowever to be contrary to eadſ#/* # 
ther ; that is to ſay, Servility and Prjpneess 


to their Prince, but. arrogant and hayg} T1! 
toward their Inferiours. And this mſclt 
the meaning of Tacitrs, where he { ith 0 
that Aucianus was an: Intermixture Pe 8! 
Afﬀability, and Arrogance : And of wiſe 0c 
the Orator Paſſicrus ſaid of Calignla, wpperi 
had been a mott Servile Flatterer of Tr 1 
rius, that there was never known alÞþIdec 
ter Slave nor a worſe Maſter. Plugp0v 
alſo records in Sy#z's Life, That heþ* P! 
ways humbled . himſelf to thoſe Pg B 
whom he had to do ; but expected A hich 
ration from thoſe that had to do wal 
him ; ſo that it was hard to ſay of hiſt. 
which of the two were his chiefeſt $*#* 
cellency, his Flattery, or his Pride. 


———_—_— tt 


ESSAY XXV. 


Hoſe that were too laviſh qt | 
their Flatteries, He limit 
reitrain'd and reprov'd. Pp 


& 


Says D*Ablancourt, And if any fi f would 
Ml: 
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wihemſeloes to run into high-ftraind Flattery, 
exhoſe the Prince was the firſt that repre- 
Þy eds ; 
que _ 
20g} This was the True means to preſerve 
is ginſelf from being miſlead. For it is 
» {ith many Princes, as with Women that 
'refre given to tell Stories, that their Ears 
* he t00 OPen to the Charms of pleaſing 
, wjopertinents. If Flatterers never open'd 
* Titkir Lips, Princes would never be miſ- 
a Wnided, for Verity would take place of 
Alntruth. For this Reaſon it was, that 
hefſhte prudent Senator Helwiazns, deliver- 
© his Opinton concerning the Deputies 
\Shich rhe Senate had reſolv'd to ſend to 
\ wiepaſian, to Congratulate his Advance- 
 hient to the Empire, alledging, That it 
} pas for the [utereſt of the Public Weal, and 
t Hononr of the Prince, to depute the firſt 
meſuch of their Number, whoſe Lives and 
— nver ſc trons were free from ſtain or reproach, 
at they might accuſtom his Ears to whole- 
me Counſel 5 that Thraſeas, Soranus, and 
entius, ( who were three of the Since- 
if it Perſons in the Senate ) having beer 
Nifmur'd already with Veſpaſians Friendſhip, 
thehou'd 'erm to be carefwl to let him ſee their 
tuſers. That a Deputation ſo judicious 
fila be as it were a tart Intimation which 
ht 
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the Senate gave him of thoſe Perſons, only 
were moSF worthy his ESteem and Fay far] 


and lthewiſe of thoſe other whom he ha ry | 
ſon to mitrusf, That 1s to ſay, Flat Hen 
ers, and other wicked People, that by; .y 
their Fortunes upon the Ruin of otherſy1ay; 
| __{ſfore 
| the | 
 ESSA Y -XXVL his 
fail'd 
HE ſame Honors were Jt : 
creed to the Memory of DÞ* 
ſacs, as to that of Germanicus, t R's 
with ſeveral Additions, as the lat, r 
Adulation will be atways contriviuiq: 
to do. be H 
| had | 
Says D'Ablancourt , They Decreed fellor 
ſame Honours to Druſus, as were decree 
the Memory of his Brother : But fome iſ © 
Ceremonies were added, as the latter Flattif 
:5 always the moEt Ingenious. 


By the means of this ſame Novelty | 
1s, that Flatterers always ſupport thap,@- 
ſelves in the Favour of their PrindÞ)\+1! 
They would be weary of her Flattert el ith 
had Adulation but one ſtring to the tuſbods 
ful Harp of their Encomiums. Tifyoun 
| olf 
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5 Fonly value thoſe Horours that are pecu- 
a jjarly invented for themſelves. For eve- 
ary Prince new Incenſe and Perfumes. 
tf Hence it comes to paſs, that he who firs 
bz-preſent in the Throne, is more ap- 
enfplanded, then all thoſe that Reign'd be- 
fore bim. As Ridiculous and Stupid as 
the Emperor Clandizns was, the ſlave to 
his own enfranchiz'd Bondmen, yet he 
faild not to find ore Conſul, who was 
« Joot aſham'd to progote the giving him 
nlthe Title of Father of the Senate , alled- 
f ping that Father of his Country was too 
 ICommon ; and that a Prince who bleſt 
lat the Empire every day with new Accumu- 
Wikktiqns of his FavGur, deſerv'd at leaſt to' 
> Honovr'd with a Sirname that never 
had been given to any of his Prede- 
ed eefdors. ; 
eel 
4. = 


ati ESSAY - XANVIE 


' HE chief Prieſts alſo when 
| they made their Vows for the 
intltare of the Prince, recommend- 
eridel itkewile Nero and Drſzs to the 
rods, not ſo much for love of the 
Tiyoung Men, as out of Flattery, the 
of D Omillion 


Jis) 
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Omiſſion of which as equally beggl ; 
Suſpition, as the Exceis, rel 


The High Prieſt, ſays D'Ablancow » 
when they made their Vows for the Empernl tg 
recommended to the Protettion of the ſa Jan 
Gods, Nero ard Druſus, not ſo my ge 
through any Aﬀettion as out of Flattn) pg 
the Exceſs or Omiſſion of which are equi gre 
Aangerouss Was 


Rar 

We have alrezdy aſſerted, that Fla hin 
terie is void of Love, and that by ſtrai-gn j 
Ing at Flattery, Men often looſe thay jt k 
ſelves in the Mazes of Folly and Imp gf 
dence. Andcertainly it was a great pidprir 
of Imprudence to equal to the Perſoni neg] 
the Emperour, two young Striplinf:gr C 
that were but juſt coming into the Wolf T;t,, 
Majeſty endures no Companton or Pal panc 
nerſhip in Honours. When oth Gery 
mount, ſhe muſt deſcend. Flattery's mil it ww 
cinary ; and is always for him that bif eg x 
moſt. Tiberius was now 1n his declinif yer 
years, and Nero and Druſus in the prilf the þ 
of their Youth. The High Prieſts lool Ways 
upon the Reign of Tiberius, as a Relff the 
that would be ſoon at an end; and tif of | 
Fortune of Nero, as a Sovereignty ti Prof] 
was ſhortly to Commence. L_ never 


Pad 
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it was not through Aﬀection but Inte-_ 
reſt, that they made ſo little a diſtin- 
tion between the two Brothers and 7:- 
IR berius, who having loſt his Son, ſfeem'd 
7 tohave no more then a precarious and 
ſa\ Janguiſhing Authority. And this was the 
| meaning of Tiberius, when he told the 
tm} Pontiffs, That he was glad to fee Chil- 
mi dren equall'd to his Hoary Age ; which 
was a wipe by the by, to let 'em under- 
ſand they had been too haſty to appoint 
Fi him a Succeſſor. And thus you ſee what 
ra -an il] reception Flattery finds, when once 
hen] it knows no bounds. But the Omiſlion 
I of Flattery is no leſs diſpleaſing to 
pi Princes , as aſcribing the cauſe of that 
ond neglect to Havughtineſs, to Contumacy, 
lnk'or Contempt. And therefore it was that 
or Tiberius ſo often complain'd of the Arro- 
Pa pance , and Indocibility of Agrippina, 
uy Germanicus's Wifez and that under Nero, 
mi it was objected againſt Thraſea, for no 
by eſs then High Treaſon, that he had ne- 
109 yer either applauded, or countenanc'd 
Pri the Flatteries of others, and that he al- 
oof ways abſented himſelf on purpoſe, when 
Raf the Magiſtrates were to take their Oaths 
df of Allegiance, or made any Vows for the 
WF Proſperity of the Prince: That he had 
eſo never Sacrific'd in return of Thanks for 
D 2 his 
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his Charming and Celeſtial Voice, th. 7 
he would never acknowledg Poppea fa Cor 
a Goddeſs ; that he had forborn coming 77, 
to the Senate for three, Years togethel tq c 
becauſe he would not conſent to his Dy j 4, 
crees z to ſhew that none of his Majeſtiq 4p: 
Actions pleas'd him, though he woulf f 7 


' not declare his mind by any open Contr jica 


diction or Oppoſition. Thar he left thy yy 
Senate one day, when they were making yyc/ 
Speeches againit the Memory of Aprill tle ; 
pira, the Mother of Nero, And thus yaſ Du 


| ſee in one Man, almoſt all the fins d Gro; 


Omiſhon, which a. Courtier could conjljg'd 
mit in the concerns of Flattery. Mor hett 
over, there are ſome Occaſions whereth felye 
Subject cannot diſpence with Flattery &yell 
others do. Such are thoſe which we af ht + 
Congratulation, or Cordolement. - Th Den 
had Thraſea been preſent when the My iq re 
glitrates took their Oaths, had he mad mac; 
his Vows for the Prince, or appear'dlthe 
the Funeral of Poppea, it could have bet ſpok 
no ſtain to his Reputation. And ther temp 
fore it does not become a Subject toll ſw 
too ſtiff neither ; but on the other fidto b; 
to comply with the Times and Humouy yay 


-of the Prince, as mnch as it is poſſibk body 


more eſpecially ſo far as the Rules had | 


' good Breeding and Civility extend. mea: 


Thi 
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th}. Thus the' 5 ounger Pliny being deſign'd 
tal Conſul, refus'd to decree new honours to 

Minf Traj a7, as the Confſuls Ele&t had wont 
the to do to other Princes. But , ſaid he, 
Di] 41d not abſtain from this ſame outward 
eſti Apprarance of Flartery, through any motive 
ould of Liberty infring'd, or of Conſtancy, but 
ntrif bicauſe 1 was offur'd of the Atoderation of 
Utd my. Prince, therefore b:liering it would be 
King much zmore to hrs Honoar, for me to refuſe 
Dri the making any ſuch Decree ;, alths' fo juſt a 
JO} Duty could not be tax'd of Flattery. Thoſe 
ns q Grendees and other Perſons who are ob- 
Col lip'd to live at Court, can never learn a 
lorq better Leſſon then this, to preſerve them- 
etl ſelves in their ſeveral Stations. - ? Twere 
') Fuell, there were no Flatterers at all; 
* (Fhbut there is no need of ſuch remarkable 
TitDemonſtrations.to prove Men are not ſo; 
Min regard it ſhews like a piece of Contu- 
na macy and Mutinous Inſurrection againſt 
dthe Majeſty of a Prince. So that Sence 
bed ſpoke rather like a Philoſopher that con- 
ef temn*d death, then a Courtier when he 
0A aſwer'd the Tribune whom Nero ſent, 
to bring back his Juſtification , that he 
ou mas not of a humour to Flatter, as no 
lf body better knew then Vers himſelf, who 
$S 0d had more frequent Experience of Sc- 
 Inea's freedom then his Complaiſance. 
Will D 3 E. $- 
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ESSAY . XXVII. - . kw 
whic 
very 
des 
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JE 
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N the Senate he gave a ſever 

charge 1n a ſet Speech, that ng 
Man for the future ſhould atrempt 
to Elevate the fluctuating and un 
ſteady Minds of the Young Men wit 
over haſty Honours. 


' Tathe Diſcourſe which he made to the $+ 
mate, fays D*Ablancourt, he gave a ſiril 
Caution, that no Man, ſhould ſwell the Yilk 
tile Minds of the Young Men with Hoo! 
above their Age. 


This Admonition concerns the Goyer 
nours and Tutors of young Princes, fo 
wiiom there is nothing ſo neceſſary 4 
theſe Leſſons. of Moderation and Mods 
ity. The Children of Princes know. to 
ſoon that they are Princes, and by conſe 
quence that they ars born to Commatrif v0 
over Men, tho' ſometimes they. learn tolp anc 
late that they are but Men themſelves all 
They are told upon every occafion, that] 0 
all belongs to them ; bur the ſame Inſtr Le 
Ctors at the ſame time forget'to tell 'en| fa! 

| like] * 
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likewiſe , that their Perſons belong ro 
the Commonweal ; that all their 11ime 
belongs to the Public ; that the Burthen 
which they are one day to undergo, is 
vere]rery troubleſome and painful ; and be- 
fides that, extremely ſubje&t to the acct- 
dents of Fortune ; that the Higher they 
DM:re Advanc'd, the greater is the danger 
Un of their Fall ; that they will never be be- 
It} lov'd, unleſs they love Reciprocally ; for 
Love it ſelf is Maſterlefſs, ihat to be be- 
loy'd of God, it behoves 'em to be be- 
{lov'd of Men; that Flatterers miſlead 
em, if they liſten to their Charms ; that 
when they are Flatter'd, 'tis not their 
Perſons, but their Fortune that is fawn?d 
vpon ; ſince no Flatterer can be capable 
of ſincere and real Love. That Princes 
4 can never know ll things, nor bear the 
| whole burthen of their Sovereign Em- 
ployment, and therefore for the good of 
the Kingdom, and their own Honour, 
they ought to make choice of able and 
faithful Miniſters, to aſſiſt 'em with their 
ax} Counſels and their Induſtry ; Dominion 
toif and Abſolnte Power , which commands 
ves All other Things, not having any more 
ha] to deſire, then their dextrous and truly 
ri-} Loyal Aſſiſtance. And laſtly, That the 
en ſafeſt and ſhorteſt Expedient to Reign 


D 4 well, 
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well, is for a Prince to propoſe to hi 
ſelf, as the Rule and Ballance of all hi 
Aftions to be no other then he would wit 
a Prince to be, were he a Subject. | 


o* 


ESSAY, AXIX. 


Arro the Conſul gratif'd the 
hatred of Sejaxzxs, by the lo 
ot his own Reputation. 


The Ce:4/:1 Varro, ſays D'Ablancourt 
became (1:5 own Informer, and was not aſhami 
zo ſacrifice his own hand to the Intereſts i 
Sejanus., 


Flatterers are always no leſs Servik 


then'Cruel: And ſeeing they Sacrifice {0 
willingly their Honour to Favour, 'ti 
no wonder we are ſo eaſily induc'd to 
facrifice to the Interreſt of Topping Fx 
vorites, the Objects of their Hatred 
If the Favourite, ſays Commines, wowl 
tay an Impcſition of a Penny, they cry twi 
If the Prince do but threaten a Man, thy 
cry, let him be dang'd. And be ſure Sir, 
to render your ſelf formidable and fat 
themſelves, their Deportment and their 
Fromn 


Frot 
rity. 
Inhe 
Taci 
que! 
Is 1 
that 
of « 


hi 
wil 


The Moaera Conrtier, 57 


Fromns diſcover nothing but Pride and Seve- 
rity, as if * Authority and Power were their 
Inheritance. Obſerve by the way, that 
Tacitus when he mentions Flattery, fre- 
quently aſſociates with it Calumny, which 
is indeed one of: the moſt uſual means, 
that Flatterers make uſe of to the Ruine 
of others. : 


ESSAY Tux 


Epiaus for the molt part, devi- 

ated for the better, from the * 
evere Adutations of others; and 
yet he carry'd himfelt fo exactly 
roys'd that he Alonrifh?d under T 7be- 
rs with an equal ſhare of Autho- 
ity and h1i3 Princes Favour. Sv 
that, I am conftrain'd to doubt whi- 


| ther the Inclination ot Princes to 
| ſome, and their Averſion ta others, 


be not gnided as many other things 


ire by fate end the ruling Con- 


Itellations. at our Birch : And whi- 


'l ther it be in our.power tO walkin a 


Path; free from Ambition and Dan- 
+3 5. gcr, 
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between untractable Contumacy, 
and deformed Servility. 


Says D'Ablancourt, Idany times he al- 
I:y'd the over-rigorous advice of others, nit 
failing nevertheleſs in his Reſpec> to bit 
Prince, and by that means preſerv'd tm 


_ things moſt difficult to be preſerv/d;, the He 


nour of his Employment, and his Majeſties 
Favour. Which makes me frequently doit 
whither the Favour of Great Men, and ther 
Hatred, be not rather the effects of Deſtiny 
ana the Stars that governour Nativities, 6 
are all other Accidents that happen in tl 
Worl1, then of Human Prudence , that |i 
much pretends to have a ſhare therein, 


The Moderation of Lepidus, 1s a It 
markable Teſtimony, that rhere may be 
ſome great Perſonages, impenetrable t0 
Flattery and Injuſtice under the Domint 
on cven of the moſt wicked Princes, and 
that there never was any Age ſo bar 
of Vertuons Courage, but has offer'd 
Ex:wples of ſuch a noble Generolity 
Prudence underſtands to chooſe out {ſud 
a way that leads neither to the Preciplc 
of Liberty, nor the Abyſs of Serviruce 
She Is neither Libertize nor Slave, bil 


obſerves an equal Temper, ſo as neithc 
[( 
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to be offenſive to Majeſty nor Juſtice. She 
gives to Ceſar, that which belongs to 
Ceſar; that is to ſay, Obedience and 
Duty: To God, that which 1s Gods, or 


*| whatever Is required by a ſincere Conſci- 


ence. If at any time ſhe Flatters, ( tor 
ſhe cannot always avoid it ) ſhe makes 
uſe of ſuch a ſort of Flattery, that ra- 


-| ther informs then miſleads the Prince, 


and ſerves as an Incitement to provoke 
him to ſome Generous Act, which other- 
wiſe perhaps he might not think of. For 
example , Lep:4us to ſave the Life of 
Liutarins Priſcus, whom Haterins Azrippt 
had ſentenc'd to Deaih, for a certain 
Elegie made vpon Druſus, makes it his 
buſineſs to applaud the Moderation of 
Tiberius ; telling him, Thar after he had 


| ſeveral times heard him complain of theſe 


that bad prevented mis Ciemency, he could 
not believe ſo juſt a Prince would cucr confirm 
ſo rigorous a Sentexce, In ſhort, when 7- 
berius, ( who was then in the Country ) 
underſtood that Druſus was Executed, he 
blam'd the Senate, tho? the Reprimand 


| were very gentle, and commended the 


Prudence of Lep:4us, tho' on the other 
lide, he did not rebuke Agrippa for his 


| kverity. Now it is certain, that if Pr:/- 


cus had been repriev'd, 1zberins would 
RCeVET 
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never have taken away his Life, Lepi, 
io well underitood to make him fſerſibk 
cf Honour. 

I n Nero's time, the Preſident was quit 
the contrary. For the Prctor, Antiſtin, 
who had made a bloody Lampoon againf 
him, was ſav'd by Thraſea, who after h; 
had ſpoken of Mero, as it is Cuſtomary 
to ſpeak of a good Prince, and had bit- 
terly enveigh'd againſt the Inſolence of 
thePretor,further added that the crueltyef 
preceding Reigns was out of date; that 
without putting the Criminal to thok 
'Torments which he deſery'd, he might 
be Puniſh'd in ſuch a manner , that he 
ſhould have no reaſon to object againſt 
his Judges; and laſtly, That his Life 
would be a ſolemn Teſtimonial of Pub- 
lic Clemency. This Advice was no lel; 
prudent nor leſs reſpectful, then that 
Lepiaus; but it was as 1l] receiv'd by 
Nero, as the other was well receiv?d by 
Tiberius. Thraſea incurr'd the Hatred of 
Nero, and in a few years after loſt his 
Life, for having ſav'd Antiſtius , whom 
the Prince wovid fain have put to death. 


Tiberius and {Vero, reſembl'd each other 


in Cruelty; Lepidus and Thraſea were 
Competitors in Vertue, Priſcas and Ar- 


tiſtzus cquali'u each other in Arrogance | 


and 


17 
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ind Sawcineſs 3 for the one had the va- 
nity to repeat his Elegy to a company of 
Ladies, and the other to read his Lam- 
yoon at a Public Feaſt. Thraſea pleaded 
for Antiſtins, as Lepidus had done for 
Priſcus 3 and yet that which made for Le- 
xdus's Honour, turn'd to the perdition 
of Thraſea. And thus you ſee the difle- 
rent effects of that Fatality, which Taci- 
1 attributes to that ſame natural Incli- 
ration which Princes have for ſome, and 
that natural Antipathy which they have 
for others. But if we more narrowly 
pry into the real Charafter of Lepiaus, 
and Thraſea's Genius, we ſhall eaſily per- 
 ceive, that tho' they were both highly 
Prudent, and equally averſe to Flattery, 
yet there was a Remarkable difference 
between ?em; for aſlur'dly, Lepidus was the 
more prudent of the two. Lepidus was 
Feahble and Complaiſant , yet without 
any thing of low-ſpirited Meanneſs , or 
abject Condeſcention : {braſea prided 
himſelf altogether in his Stedfaſtnels and 


Conſtancy. Lepidus ſhap'd himſelf ac- 


th. |cording to the Times he was born in, 
ier-P and the Humour of the Reigning Prince, 
re] as It is the duty of every good Subjeft ſo 


11- 


ce 


nd 


todo. Thraſea was a little too obſtinate 
and hardy in what he thought Juſt and 
Rea- 
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Reaſonable, which occaſton'd that ſayin} 
of Nero, That he wiſt'd Thraſea loyt 
but him, as well as he did Juſtice. The 
latter was the better Man, the other th 
better Subjet. By which Parallel it j 
apparent, that Prudence has a great ſharg 
in the Condutt of Human Affairs , and 
that the Favour and Averſion of Princez, 
are not always the Effects of their 
Fancies, 


ESSAY -XXXI. 
Ome things he had added more 


 Contumacioully , then fate to 
be gather'd in by haughty Ears, and 
prone to be Captious. 


Says D'Ablancourt , Serenus had ve- 
proach'd bis Ingratitude, in terms more In 
ſolent then the nice and tenacr Ears of 4 
Prince could endure. 


The Ears of Princes are not accuſtom'd 
to the rude touches of Inſolence and Ex- 
poſtulation. When we ſpeak to Princes, 
( {atd one of the Ancients ) we mult make 
choice of words either all Silken, or all 
Honey; 


Hone 


mu 
dence 
of In 
ay a 
have 
15 nO 
ly; 
and 
Maje 
noth 
Het 
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Honey; that is to ſay, our Language 
muſt be temper'd with. Modeſty, Pru- 
dence, and Submiſſion. The Contumacy 
of Inferiours, cauſes the Superiours to 
ay aſide his Clemency. Let a Subject 
hayenever ſo juſt reaſon to complain, he 
js not however allow'd to do it Arrogant- 
ly; for Submiſſion and ReſpeCt are claims 
and rights never to be alienated from 
Majeſty : There” remains to the Subject 
nothing but the honour of Obedience. 
He that upbraids him with his Services, 
deſtroys the Fortune and Grandeur of a 
Prince; and generally ſuch Reproaches 
are the fore-runners of Rebellion. And 
therefore upon this Foundation it was, 
that the Accuſation was grounded, de- 
f2n'd againſt. Serexus by his Son, that he 
had Conſpir'd againſt T:berizs, and ſent 
Incendiaries into Gallia, to kindiza War 


' in that Province. Lallly, lt better be- 


comes a Subje& to be a Flatterer, then 
to be too laviſh of his Tongue, when he 
ſpeaks to his Prince: But if he can avoid 
it, *tis better for him to be neither the 
one, nor the other. 
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ESSAY XXXIL. 


Either 1s 1t ſuch a Myſterie t 
. underſtand, when the Adj 
ons of Princes are truly and really 
Congratulated, and when with 1 
Fictitious Joy. 


'Tis no great Difficulty , ſays D'Ablan 
court, for great Perſonages to diſcover, wha 
the Praiſes which are given 'em proceed fron 
Flattery, and when from a real ſentiment | 


Afﬀection. 


Politic Princes are not eaſtly to be de- 
Inded by Flattery, for they conſult not 
their Ears, but their Hearts, which are 
ſuficiently Conſcious , whether or no 
they merit thoſe Praiſes that are beſtow 
upon 'em. They underſtand by what 
their Flatterers ſay, the undiſclos?d con- 
ceptions of their Hearts; well knowing, 
that when ſuch People make their Ad- 
dreſſes to their Perſons , 'tis their For- 
tunes that they Court; a Truth that ne- 
ver decelves *em, when ever they put it 


to the Tryal. Real Encom:ums are molt \ 


deitght- 


, 


| . 
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delightful to their Ears, becauſe they 
xe apt to believe they Merit what Is gl- 
rven'em ; but falſe Applauſes are diſtaſt- 


fy], becauſe they look upon 'em as By- 


reproaches of their Defaults. The youn- 
ger Pliny reports, that Trajen wept for 


| oy, and bluſt'd to hear himſelf call'd, The 


Traly Vertuons, becauſe he knew It was to 
Trajan that they ſpoke, and not the Em- 
perour. And afterwards he adds, That 
he was not afraid leaſt Trajan ſhould 


| think, that while he diſcours'd of the 


Mildneſs, the Frugality, the Munificence, 
the Clemency, and Vigilancy of a Prince, 
he had any deſign to upbraid thoſe Vices, 
which were their Oppoſites. 


m—_—_— 


ESSAY XXXII.L 


T'HE Fathers decreed the Pooks 

to be Burnt, but they were not 
all found; ſome being hid up, and 
Publiſh*d afterwards. Which gives 
us an occaſion to deride the Simpl1- 
aty of thoſe People, who think that 
the Memorials of Poſterity can be 


fiffd by preſent Dominion. For 


no 


——_—_— 
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on the other ſide, the Authority 
Puniſh'd Ingenuities encreaſes, and 
Princes who have made uſe of that 
Severity, have only purchas'd Diſhs 
nour to themſelves, and enhaunc'd 
the Glory of the Authors {up 


preſs'd. 


Says D'Ablancourt , The pm port of thy 
Decree was this, That the Books ſhould b 
Burnt, but they were privately pr:ſerv/d, (i 
leaves out andafter wards publifh'd,which ij 


| 
In bo 
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that which both Tacitus and Suetonius ſeen 
to have inſerted for particular Ob/ervation) 


Caſſ 


Iz 


which makes me laugh at their Impertinemy, tain? 
who think by vertue of a ſoon Expiring Pow||thelk 


er, to extinguiſh 
Ages. 
livens their works with new Authority, and 
all thoſe Princes who have made tryal of th 
ſame Artifice , have only augmentcd thei 
own Diſgrace, and the Glory of their Ent 
my. 
Flattery and Hiſtory could never wel 
agree together, for the one is wholly de 
voted to Falſhood, the other to Truth, 
The one deludes, the other informs and 
diſabuſes Princes. Sejanus order'd Corn 
to be accus'd for having applauded Brum 

I 


the Memorials of Futurt cond 
For on the: other fide, Puniſhment ex|the 


of t 
Rom 
ſuch 
the 
rictc 
fiſt 
and 
vh 
like 
adj 
fam 
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in his Annals, and call'd Caſſias, the Laſt 
andþef the Romans, And this waslook'd upon 
-hat\asbut newly imputed for a Crime, the ra- 
ho[iher for that all the preceding Hiſtorians, 
nd among the reſt, Livie and Polio, had 
nention*d} them with Honour ; and for 
up that Auguſizs himſelf, by whom they 
were Vanquiſh'd, had always had ſuch a 
ſeneration for their Memory , that he 
th never remov*d their Images. Beſides 
1 [that , but three Years before, Tiberins 
(k[ himſelf, had permitted the Funeral Rites 
h i] of Funia, Siſter to Brutus, the Wife of 
ſeen] Caſſius, and Cato's, Neece, to- be Solem- 
01) 0 017d with all the Ceremonies that apper- 
ny,[tain'd to her Iluſtrious Birth. Never- 
*on-|theleſs , the Senate ,. to pleaſe Sejarus, 
tart ondemn'd both Cordas and his Hiſtory, 
 ex[the purport of which was, that the laſt 
and of the Romans was dead , and that at 
rt} Rome there remain'd alive no other then 
perf ſuch as ſacrific'd all to. Favour. For here 
:n-|the Senate gave the Appellation of Par- 
ncides and Robbers to two Men, whom 
vel] Biſtory had celebrated for Illuſtrious 
d&| and Famous Perſonages. So that Corduss 
th, only Crime was this, That he bad ſpoken 
a0dl Ikea faithful Hiſtorian, and that he was 
a} adjadg'd capable, to Write with the 
mM; fame Liberty, the Reign of Tiberius, who 
ID after 
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after the death of Druſus, began to groſ _ 
worſe and worſe; and to diſplay t 
Actions of Sejanus, who ſo inſolently; 
busd his Favour. Great Favourites inh 
nitly delude themſelves, when they think} 
their Reputation ſhelter'd by the ſuppref. A 
ſion of Books, that diſcover their Miſcar| +: l 
TIages. For to burn Books, is but ti on 
kindle in others a Curioſity to read *en|] 
whereas the taking little or no noticea 57 
all of *em,renders *em leſs priz'd by thok ger 
that have already read 'em, and cures tha 
Itch in others, to be prying into a ſubjet 
little regarded.” Tis an eaſie thing for Men PI 
in Power to be reveng'd upon Biſtoriang] 
whoſe Lives are in their Hands, but their that 
Authority will not prevall againſt the Hr {ly 
ſtory;which is Immortal, and will devoly{* 
it ſelf to the Judgment of Permarent Po- N 
ſterity. ?Twas very cunningly done; ſay" 
Tacitus, to burn the Writings of Ruſticu 
Arulenus, and Seneca. as if that Fire coull Tra 
ſtifle the Voice of the Roman People, th” 
Liberty of the Senate,and the Memory off 
Mankind. Poſterity, ſays Cordus, renders to 
every one their due, and they who will rt 4h 
member Brutus and Caſſius, will not failt of t 
remember me as well, Meaning, that Po-| 
ſterity would honour his Memory, as it| 
had honour'd the Memory of thoſe great! 
Men. E 5 
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nn, We 

t 

ly 3 ESSAY XXXIV. 

ink 

bij A ND the Honour of A»gnſtus 
Ah { will vaniſh, when prophan'd 


- | vith promiſcuous Adorations. 


J 


em : | 
_ hk Says D*Ablarcourt, For this would be to 


hoſ leſſen the Honour of Auguſtus, to Commu- 
that #icate 22 to every Body without Diftinftion. 


JJe(t 


Princes deſpiſe thoſe Honours that are 
common to others, eſteeming only thoſe 
, that are new and only invented for them- 
17:4 ſelves. They arelikewiſe for the moſt part 
ſve kalous cf their Honour, that they hard- 
ly will admiit an equality of Compariſon 
with their Predeceſſors, how 1l]uſtrious 
ſoever they were. Flattery, ſaid Pliny to 
ry [Trajan, hzs ſo drain'd the Fountain of En- 
| ominzns , that we have not any remaining 
more, that are new, to (give Thee, Theonly 
Honour which we can pretend to pay Thee is, 
wt to decree Thee any ; ſo well afſur*d we are 

if thy Modeſty and Baſhfulneſs. A Com- 
| mendation worthy the Prince who Te- 
ceiv'd it, and the Subject that Addreſs'd 
it. And therefore Cardinal Rzchlicn, tho? 
he 
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he lov'd Applauſe, yet. would not accyy fides 
of Balzac's Praiſes, alledging, ?T was and 1 
Honour to be extoll'd by a Perſon thy 
equally prais'd all Men alike; fo pra 
that Authour was to Hyperboles. | 


—— D— 


ESSAY. XXXV. 1 


FF *Hrough the Benevolence of 4 

guſtus ratit'd by T zberins hi 
ſelf, it has been the cuſtom, thy 
the Supplicant, e'er he put up hi 
Prayers and Wiſhes to the God the 
ſhould firit addreſs them to hi 
Prince's Ears. 


Says D*Ablancourt, The purport of hi S 
Letter was, That his Obligation was ſuch Def 
the Memory of Auguſtus, and to the Teſt ®Y 
monies of Tiberius's Aﬀetions, that he all '1t 
dreſsd his Prayers rather to the Emper lum 
then the Gods. Sen 

app 


This Language well befits the Flat| *r- 
terers at Court, who adore no othet 
Deity but Fortune. This is a Then| 
fo plain, it needs no Commentary : Be| 0! 
ſide 


acc) 
Vas ll 


1 thi __ 


Prog 
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fdes that, my deſign is only to Inform, 
2nd not to Offend. 


ESSAY XXXVI 


T Therins heard the Opprobrious 
Language with which his Re- 
patation was wounded, and was ſo 
deeply concern'd, that he cried out, 


no} he would immediately clear himſelf, 


and ſtand a Tryal. Nor could the 


4 Ferfualions of neareſt Relations, or 


the Flatteries of all his Followers 


{ compoſe his Mind, but with Elabo- 


rate Importunity. 


Says D'Ablancourt, Tiberius heard the 


Defamations that were thrown upon him, and 


;þ cry*d ont in a great Fury, that he would at 


the ſame inſtant clear himſelf of thoſe Ca- 
lumnies ; ſo that it was a difficult task of the 
Senate, and all his Friends together, to ap- 
appeaſe him with all their Flatteries and 


Prayers. 


Flattery 1s never ſo ſeaſonable, nor 
runs to that exceſs, as when the Prince 
IS 
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is wounded in his Honour. Tberius hill qal 


receiv?d a Bloody Afﬀront. For a certai jje\ 
Officer in the Army, coming in as an En to 
dence againſt one Montanus, who had u; ple 
ter'd hainous Language againſt the En ye! 
perour , in a full Senate repeated th ouſl 
Words as they were ſpoken, to add thf ove 
more weight to his Teſtimony ; and th} war 
more the Senators ſhew'd their unwil| dre: 
lingneſs to underſtand him, as deteſting| and 


his Impudence, the more obſtinate th 
Officer was to make good his Accuſation 
So that conſidering 7iberins's humour, 1 
Prince ſo politic and dextrous in con- 
cealing his Vices, and defigning 'em inty 
Vertues, it was no wonder he ſhould be 
more enrag 4d againſt the Teſtimony, the 
againſt the Perſon accus'd. And this wa 
that which oblig*d him to proteſt with 
ſo much Violerce, and be ſo earneſt to 
clear himſelf of what was laid to hi 
Charge. 

' Now when a Prince goes about to infif 
upon his Juſtification, eſpecially when the 
Imputation from: which he thinks to clear 
hiniſelf 1s true, and known to all the 
World, then it is, that Flattery becomes 
moſt pleaſing to him; and that he is 0: 
verjoy'd when they tell them, that he 


has no need to purge himſelf from Scar- 
dals 
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dals and Reproaches which no Body be- 
lieves ; that it redounds to his Honour 
to be hated by Wicked and Vicious Peo- 
ple; that it is peculiar to Princes to do 
well; and for Subjects to talk Mzlici- 
ouſly and Scandalouſly,of Princes. More- 
over, as Flattery is always exceſſive to- 
ward bad Princes , as being fear'd and 
dreaded moſt of all; ſo are Scandal 
and Obloquie moſt outragious, when 
they believe themſelves moſt lecure; that 
s to ſay, when Men are venting their diſ- 


guſts among their Intimate and moſt Fa- 


miltar Acquaintance, where every one 
liſcovers the very bottom of hts Heart. 
Q that it is the moſt certain Mark of a 
rood Prince, when his Subjects diſcourſe 


of him in their Private Houſes and Re- 


tirements, as. he 1s cry*d up at Court. 
And this it was which the younger Plsny 
intended, when ſpeaking to Trajan. Thes 
day, faid he, zt 7s, that we have juSt reaſon 
to complain , that our ſecret diſcourſes are 
mt ſpy d and obſerv'd but by Princes which 
hate us : For if good Princes were ſo Inqui= 
ſtive as the bad, mhat a pleaſure weuld it be 
to Thee, to hear what we diſcourſe of Thee 
mour private Dwellings, to cur Wives, our 
Children, and our Servants? Then thoy 


moulds} know the full extent of our Love 


E and 
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and Admiration of thy Vertues, and how yl © 
WING! Pl 
power forth our Prayers continually for 1 
long and proſperons Reign. Then, the? Ly 
and Hatred are perfet} Contraries, thy 
wouldſt underſtand, that in our Houſes tha - - 
is ſo far a kind of Reconciliation betmin} 
thoſe oppoſite Paſſions , that we adore an Pr. 
reverence Vertuous Princes with the ſan 
exceſs of Cordial Aﬀetion, as with deteſtu 


tion we abominate unruly Tyranny. 


— | {5c 


ESSAY xxxvin. IT 


Hen the Conflagration ha 

conſum'd all things roun{woi 
about it, the Effipgies of T erin On 
only remain'd untouch'd : So thaſ®t 
the Cl/awdii were look'd upon as p: 3g 
culiarly favour'd by the Gods, an Tho 
there was a farther addition of Reſ,q 
verence and Adoration to the Place|alir: 
wherein the Gods had ſhew?a ſo higlÞvign 


an Honour to the Prince. by 
Une 


Says D*Abianzourt, Jr was a Remarkabl plac 
Teſtimony that the Clandian Family was St ligh 


cred and Favour'd by ths Gods, and that th un 


Platt | PT, 
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'» Place deſerv'd a particular Reverence where 
; they had (hew*d a Miracle fo particular in fas 
yt O87 of the Prince, 


her 


wel Flatterers conſter all things to the 


Princes Honour, and cry up for Teſtimo- 
[a rials of their Vertue, theſe Accidents 
el which are the eftCt of Chance and Ha- 

zard only. They never mind, that Flat- 
tery becomes Ridiculous, unleſs it be 
— | ſuch as 1s plealing to the Prince. And 
ſuch was this ſame Adulation of the Se- 
nate, upon this occaſion; for that Tibe- 
rus had a cuſtom to appropriate Honours 
to himſelf from all Accidents, that 


be highly fatisfi'd, to fee the Senate make 
aConltruttion fo different from that of 
the People, who Jaid the Fire to his 
-" Charge, and a!l the other Calamities that 
| Nfked befatien the City, as having left it 
Iatalittle before, in iplzht of the unlucky 
hizll Signs and Omens that appzar'd upon the 
Aniir's Conſultations, The good For- 
lune of Princes, many times ſupplys the 
rhabll Pace of Merit; for Men have always a 
45 $4 gh Opinion of their Worth, ſo long as 
zt th fey are happy. Let the Accidents that 
Flazi appen, be nc're ſo meerly Caſual, they 
KE 2 are 


6 rh 
4 4 
jt 1H 
! : 


| had poſleſs'd their Spirits, for whi 
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are taken for aſſur'd Omens of thei #1 


Grandeur, and are of great importanc| Sj 


to improve that Veneration which Mex 
pretend to be their due. l 


MEER : —= [heir 


ESSAY XXXVII | 


Either was it the Care of tha C 
' Senate, to prevent loſs 
Honour upon the Frontiers of t 
Empire. An inward Conſternatial 


the only remedy they could. provid a 
was Flattery. $0 that altho? thejabo 
had ſeveral Afﬀairs of higher Impaſtte 
tance that requir'd their Debat 
they decreed an Altar to Clemen 
another to Friendſyip, and Statues 
Ceſar and Sejanrs round about, 


Says D*Ablancourt, The Senate trou 
and amns d with inward fears, neolefted t 
Frontiers of the Empire ; and to (bilo. 
themſelves under ſome fignal piece of Fla 
tery, never minding theſe mare Import 
Ap airs which they had under their Con 


rat 


ration, decreed Altars to Clemency and 
ther Friendſhip, and Statues to the Emperour and 


tance] $ejanus. 


Under evil Princes the Grandees take 
little Care of the Public Misfortunes, as 
— [heing ſolely imploy'd to ſecure them- 
flvess The more in fear Men are, the 
nore they abandon themſelves to Flat- 
Jtery. Eſpecially thoſe Perſons that live 
at Court, or elie have high Employments 


* th.expoſes them to greater Dangers then 
others. And then again, when a Prince 
(ſembles the bad Condition of his Af- 
firs, then it is that he is Flatter'd moſt 
of all ; every one affefting to ſhew his 
abſolute reliance upon. the Fortune and 
3par the Prudence of his Prince. 
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to loſe; in regard their Advancement, 
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UT as for 72/75 Gallio, wha] nour 
had decreed that the Pretorjus| va! 
Soldiers having ſerv'd out their fulſ*® 
time, might have the Priviledge to * , 
place themſelves in the Ampht 
theatre upon the firſt Fourteen] 5d; 
Benches among the Knights, he chid| wr, 
him ſeverely. Such was the Re.|#ve 
ward that Ga/lio had for his preme- os 
ditated piece of Adulation , to be" 
Expell'd the Senate. | 


- Junius Gallio, ſays D*Ablancourt, we 
ſeverely handl'd, for having propos'd, that 
the Soldiers of the Guard, might ſit upon he þ 
the Foxrteen firſt Rows of Benches in tht nol 
Theatre, after thty had ſerv'd their time m| jc 
the Wars ——- And Gallio, for the Re] 1g 
ward of his premeditated Elattcry, was Eje| ty 
ted out of the Senatc. the 


He that Flatters, ought to underſtand] j, 
tne nice Temper of the Perſon to whon | , 
he makes his Addrefizs ; for G— 

: 
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he loſes his Aim, while contrary to his 
Expectation, his Flattery becomes offten- 
ive. &allio thought he had highly ob- 
ligd Tiberins , In decreeing a new Ho- 
nour to the Soldiers of the Pretorian 
Guards. Burt Tiberius was offended, that 
he ſhould take vpon him to meddle with 
rewarding the Soldiers. What has Gallo 
to do, ſain he, in his Anſwer to the Se- 
nate, wth the Privilcedpes of the Pretortian 
Soldzers ? who being under the Command of 
mne, butt enly the Emperour , enght not to 


| have their depena ative out upen him alone? Does 


he believe he has found out an Expeatent 
mich Auguſtus never dreaxrt of ? Rather 
may it ot be thought that this ſame Crea- 
tre of Sejanus, ſought to bring an Innova» 
tion ito Ailitary Diſcipline, on purpoſe to. 
prepare the Soldiers for Kebellion * Theſe 
Expreſſions of Tiverius demonſtrate, that 
he had reaſon to be offended with a Pro- 
poſal, which perhaps a Prince leſs Poli- 
iicthen he, would have taken for an Ho- 


"I nour. For had the Soldiers of the Guards 
*[obtain'd this Priviledge to fit equal with 


the Roman Knights, they had been be- 
holding for their Honour only to the Se- 
nate, To which we may add, that ſuch 
an Honour. would have rather ſerv'd to 

| E 4 {well. 
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ſwell their Pride, then encreaſe their Af 
feCtions to their Prince. 


& 


ESSAY XL 
| hr Pifo, chief Pontitt, di 


in his Bed about this time; 
C which was rare for a Man {ſo cm. 
nent in Dignity) a Perſon who wil 
lingly never utter*d anexpreſſionthat 
{avour'd of Servility ; or 1f nece 
ſity conſtrain'd him , temper'd his 
words with Prudence and Sobriety, 


Says D'Ablancourt, The Pomiff,, Lucius 
Pifo, di'd a Natural Death, which was 4 
rare thing at that time, conſidering his high 
Reputation, A Perſon that never propounded 
any Azvice thas mishecame the Dignity 
h:s Employment ; and when he was conſtraind 
z0 approve the Flatteries of others, would bt 
always ſure to moderate their high flown Ex- 
ceſſes. 


A Man may both preſerve his Life, and 
kis Dignity, yet neither be a Slave not 


a Flatterer, as is appareat from the Ex | 
| ample 


r AF 
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ample of P:/o, who liv'd Fourſcore Years, 
and yet neither loſt his Employment, nor 
fuffer'd in his Reputation either under 
Auguſte, or Tiberins, by whom he was 
always highly eſteem'd. But who ex- 
pets the ſame good Fortune, muſt take 
the ſame-Courſe, Tacitzs ſays, that he ne- 
ver miſcarry'd in any ſervile plece of 
Flattery : But he adds, that ſometimes: 
he furrendr'd to the Flatteries of others 
upon ſome occaſions. To teach Great 
Men to comply with the Expert- 
encies of Seaſons and Puſineſs. Genero- 
ity is a Vertue that becomes 'em, how- 
ever they moſt be carefvl, leaſt 1t dege- 
terate.into Obilinacy and Rathnels :. For 
as Pliny ſeys, Neceſlity is a part of Rea- 
ſon. Had Pifo always oppos'd his Col- 
kgues, he bad never been in a condition 
by the preſervation of hits Anthortty, 
to. have allay'd their Heats ; becauſe they 
would have concerted together,to thwart 
lis Countels: Whereas they many times 
gave way to him, as he. ſometimes {ub- 
utted to them, 
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ESSAY XLI. 


Rom whence YV7zellzus returni 
3 to Rome, partly for fear 
Cains Ceſar, end partly through hi 
intimate Familiarity with Clauain, 
he abandon'd himlelf to ſuch a 
gree of AbjeCct Slavery, that he p 


came an Exemplar to Poſterity 0 
Obſequious Infamy. 


Says D'Ablancourt, Ar his Retwrn & 
bauch'd by his dread of Caius, and the Fa 
vonurs of Claudius, he only ſerv'd to Poſte 
rity an example of Tonominious Servitudt, 


Fear and Fayour are commonly the Ori 
ginal Sources of Flattery. He that ſtand 
in fear of his Life, Flatters to preſerit 
it; and he that is warm in the Favour d 
his Prince, betakes himſelf to Adulation 
that he may not loſe it. And thus, wet 
it not for Self-intereſt, there would bs 
no Flattery. 
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ESSAY. XEM 


Hey that dwelt by the River, 
brought news that Euphrates, 

la'a ſeaſon free from Rain, or an 
mmogderate Showres, was {welÞd 
10 an unuſual and prodigious height ;. 
and carry'd a Foam that curPd upon 
the Water in white Circles like ſo: 
many Diadems ; from whence they 
rather'd a proſperous Omen, to en- 
courage lis croſſing the Stream with: 


| his Army. 


They broaght News, ſays D'Ablancourt.. 
that the River Euphrates was ſwelPd, and 


yet no Showres had fallen, and ſeem'd te 


eurle its Waters in the ſhape of a Diadems.. 
Some took this for a kappy Oren, QC... 


Flattery interprets all things to the: 
Advant2ge of Princes, and particulerly 
at the beginning of their Reigns. For 
then-it 15, that ſhe feeds thetr Humours. 
Wi vein hopes; and that all People who. 

make: 
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make their approaches to the New Sone 
Teign, are equally contending 'to exc 
each other in quaintneſs of Addrefls, 
Nor is it enough for Princes to be. dely 
ded by 'their Flatterers , Aftrelogze, the 
ancient Companion of Falſhood, intrudg 
for a ſhare, and then chicfly ſucceeds jn 
her Deſigns, when ſhe meets with a 
ealineſs in the Prince, to believe the 
greateſt Uncertainties in the World 
There 1s not any Prince, to whom, i 
his firſt coming to the Crown, ſhe Cor 
not. pretend, but that he ſhall be mon 
happy then Auguſtus, and that he ſhal 
Live £11] he 1s grown weary of his Gras 
deur. But the moſt numerous part « 
Princes are deceiv*d by theſe vain Calc 
lations, and reap no other Fruit of their 
Credulity, then the Misfortunes of theit 
unwary Cbnfidence. 


—— 


354A Y XLIUL 
ND labours by Oblaquie tobe 


inform'd of the Truth , to] 


wi1-h Adulation is an Enemy. 


D'Ablancourt has omitted this Empreſs 
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This is a Maxim, of which if Princes 
and great Men were fully convinc'd, they 
would never be ſo ready to hearken to 


*their Flatterers, or at leaſt to credit their 


Fatteries, who make it their only buſt- 
neſs to diſguiſe and conceal from their 
Knowledge, the real certainty of Things 
that moſt concern 'em. | 


FD —— 


ESSAY XL: 


UT the Se/euſences were they, 
who ouidid the reſt in Flattery. 
— They loaded T iridates not only 
with the Honours of their Ancient 
Kings, but with all the profuſe and 


quaint Additions of later Ages. 


Says D'Ablancourt , Seleucia ſurpaſs'd 
all the other Cities in Magnificence, Ro 
Tiridates was recery d with Honours of all 
forts, He leaves out, That Seleucia added 
modern Adulation to their Ancient Ho- 


.nours 5 wherein confiſts the ſtreſs of | the Sea- 
tence. 


The lateſt Flattery is always the moſt 


| Iogentous ; And this fame charming No- 


velty 
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velty it is, by which ſhe gains and 
croaches upon the Fayour and AﬀeCtion 


86 


Princes , that nauſeate vulgar Honour 


worn threadbare by Cuſtome. Seleuci 
tho' ſhe were then a free Republic, woult 
needs be ſo Obſequious, as to ſurpaſsin 
Servitude all the other Cities through 
which Triridates had March'd. Such j; 
the eager deiire that SubjeCts have tg 
Gratihe a new Prince, not ſo much out 
of any love to his Perſon, as the Novelty 
of the Government. 


ESSAY XLV. 


tl T upon Artabanus they 


B powr'd forth all their Scorn 
and Contempt, of the Race of the 


Arſicide by the Mothers fide, and 
otherwilc Pegenerate and Mean. 


Says D'Ablancourt, They publicly dibass 
. the glory of his Enemy. For they uppraided 
Artabanus, that he had nothing in him f 
the Blood of the Arſacide, tho be were dr- 
ſcended from?®em by his Adothers fide. Ttis 
a Cotrradiction to ſay, That he bad m- 


thing in him of the Roycl Blood of the Arſe | 


cidz, 


1 
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ade, and yet allow his Mother to be a Branch 
of the ſame Family ; and therefore , what 


Tacitus affirms, ſhould D'Ablancourt have 


oo ſaid, that he was of the Ancient Family 
if the Arſacide by his Mothers fide, however 


he care to Degenerate 1n other things. 


They difpis'd Artabanzus, to heap the 
greater Honour upon {:ridates, who was 
bred up from his Infancy in all the Effe- 
minacy-and Softneſs of Roman Educati- 
on. Whereas Artabanus ſetting aſide his 
Cruelty, was a Heroic Prince, who had 
put a happy and ſucceſsful end to ſeveral 
Wars with his Neighbours. A proof 
ſuſ.cient of the Impertinency of Flatte- 
ry, that leſſens and eccliples the Glory of 
ſo great and famous a Name, to advance 
the honour of weak and 1loathful Effe- 


mInacy. 


A— 


ESSAY. XEVE 


Hen YViellius, with Tears in his 
Eyes, alledging the antiquity 

of the Friend{hip contracted between 
*m, repeating 1n the next place the 
Food Services which Afraticus had 
don 


—_ 
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done the Commonweal, and his |agmd 
Expedition againſt Bri##azz,0r what lt 
ever elle ſeem'd proper to. rat tn 


Compaſſion , beſought his Judg C 
that he might have leave to chook -o 


his Death ; and he was ſeconded hyyjt 
Claudius, who mov'd for the ſanx[jou 
Clemency. hip 


out 
Says D'Ablancourt , Vitellius i» fen|# 
words related the fir beginning of they 
Friendſhip, and running over cur ſorily lit 
the paſt Services which Afiaticus bad dou[ Wl 
the Public, and particularly mentioning hi 
laſt Enterpriſe agaiiiſt Brittain, he propuil 
to permit him to make choice of his om 
Death ; to which the Eperour conſented, a © 
a particular favour aone him, Which latte 
words paſs by the Tronie of Tacitus, who tell 
ye,that Claudius interceded for the ſame Cle & 
mency. ; "= 


I haye already obſerv?d, that 2ll Flat-|*P 


terers are naturally Cruel ; nor need we 
a clearer Example, then -this of Y:ellins, 
to prove this Afﬀertion. Afefſuling, the 
Emperour Claudins's Wite , caus'd Aſia 
ticas to be accus'd of feveral Crimes «- 
gainſt the State, thiriting after his Life, 
and. 
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5 la and his delicious Gardens, Claudins con- 
har fulted Vrrellins, Meſſalina's confident, and 
raiſ(t Way be, one of her Adulterers allo : 
F /ellins therefore, that he might not loſe 
108%1.r Favour, betrays his old Friend, and 
nook throws away his Life, under a pretended 
d y[yitigation of his Puniſhment. And thus 
ſame[jou ſee the Truſt of Courtiers Friend- 
fip- Their Love and Friendſhip with- 
out Heſitation plie to Intereſt, They 
! fa readily beſtow their Praiſes, and under- 
th;p|0ine your Life at the ſame time : They 
y g[itter Clemency with their Lips , but 
"dn| Cruelty 15 1n their Hearts, 
o bill _ 2K Eo B 
pos 
om ESSAY  XLVIL 
Ca” 
atter Itellins voted a Remuneration 
al of Five and twenty thouſand 
Clr\Crowns to be given Sofibaus, for in- 
imaing Britanicus with his Pre- 
at. (pts, and the Emperour with his 


we Counſel. 


the Soſibius, ſays D'Ablancourt, had a re- 
. [Pard of Five.and twenty thouſand Crowns, 
| the Advice of Vitellius, under pretence 
i the good Services which he did the Em- 


perour 
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perour and his Son, by aſſiſting the one ni||inl 
his Precepts, and the other with his Cun-|{rOu 
ſcls. 

Soſivins, Tutor to Britanicus the Son of 
Claudius, was made uſe of as an Evidence 
againſt Aſizticus; and for this piece fr 1; 
of Service it was, that Yitell:us woudlÞ | 
needs vote him a Reward ſo conliderable|, | 
under the fair and ſpecious pretence of ite 
Merit and Deſert. And thus it 1s, that] © 
Flattery adorns and beautifies deformed|-*) 
Villany , with honourable and gracefil The . 
Titles. F;tclliys calls that Connſel , tal" 
which Men of Vertue and Integrity,| - 
would have given the Appellation of Ty-| ! 
ranny. Seſwins had told the Emperour, 
that the exceſſive Riches of private]: 
Perſcns many times proy*d fatal tf 
Princes, on purpoſe to provoke him to 
a ſuſpition of Afaticus?s Wealth, and 1 
ſeiſure of his Eſtate z which being once] 
deſignd by M4 fſalina, the officious Peds 
gogue was no leſs diligent to appear asdP 
Witneſs againſt the Innocent Gentleman, 
whoſe Crimes were ready multiply'd to" 
take away his Life. Certainly , if th 
Inſtruction which he gave Britamc | 
were anſwerable to the Maxims whict|| 
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mith weinſtill'd into the Father, he was a dan- 
n-[gerous Tutor for a young Prince. 


| _— 


n of ESSAY XLVIII. 


ABUT Claudins reprov'd the Con- 
Ml Jul, as urging his Flatteries a 
. o(ittle too I1gh, 


net|- Gays D*'Ablancourt, A little too conciſe, 
efyi|ibe Exiperour reprov'd the Conſul for his 
t[ftery. 


| FEI X 
Ty-| Princes have as great an Antipathy a- 
rinſt thoſe that Flatter too openly and 
qaceſſively, as againſt thoſe that are too 
tolfaring of their Reſpe&: For the for- 
1 to[Mer ſeem to have a mean opinion of their 
Firts, and the latter of their Actions. 
"f their Parts, as if they thought. their 
rince not able to diſcern the Vanity of 
1541 Hyperboles. Of their Actions, be- 
120, |&ſe a Prince may well believe, that they 
| to [ho vouchſafe *em a kind Commendation, 
the |ither can find out nothing worth: their 
cu |\pplauſe, or elſe diſcover much that de- 
ich [frves Reproof and Cenſure. Witneſs 
he ſtat Senator Thraſea, whoſe ſilence _ 
| al 


- ſufficient mark of his diſlike of th 


Britannicus. 
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laid to his Charge by his Accuſers, a1 


Princes Government. pita 


 —_— s———_ 


ESSAY XLIX. forn 


FT Herefore /izellius covering hiyjer 

_ Servile Fallacies with the name] po 1 
ot Ceſor, and toreſceing a new Tor|1o « 
reit of Uſurpation ready to ſupplanJ4 
the true Succefſour, that he might 
purchaſe the good opinion of Agrjp| FF 
pina, began betimes to 1ntregut 
himſelf in, her Deſigns. = 


Says D*Ablancourt, Vitellius to gain tl 
good will of Agrippina, who, as he ſawmu| 
mounting into Favour, But he leaves out th | 
words ( Ingruentium Dominationum pro 
viſor ) by which Tacitus intended to ſon} tl 
that Vitellius foreſaw that Agrippina wall] of 
labour to ſet up Nero to the Excluſion | N; 


This ſame Condu@t of Yitellius, is 1| © 
perfect demonſtration of that which Flat th 
terers put in practice every day. —_ 


Qs 


po. 
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he had devoted all his Grandeur and Re- 
putation at Court to ierve aſſaline; 
hen. ſhe was dead, he employ'd all his 
atereſt to ſecond "Arrippina, Who was 
forming a Deſign,to ſupplant Britannicus 
the young Prince, and lawful Heir to the 


.|Empire, meerly for the Advancement of 


her own Son. And thus are Flatterers 
70 leſs Ungrateful then Cruel, as having 


| 10 other aim then their own Intereſt. For 


iknowledgment can only proceed from 
Love, and conſequently is never to be 
expected from the Breaſts of Flatterers, 
nho are incapable of real AﬀeCtion. 


ESSAT. Le 


OR would they venture yet 
to Solemniſe the Nuptials ; 


{in| there being no Preſident to be found 


wall) of an Uncle, that ever eſpous'd his 
ml Necce.—— Nor did. this Heſita- 


tion ceaſe, till /ze/{zus by his won- 
ted Artifices undertook to remove 
| the Obſtacle: 


Says 
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Says D'Ablancourt, They durſt not ol | 

ly Celebratethe Marriage; for that therey oy 
ver had been any ſuch thing ſeen before - 0 
Rome. But at length Vitellius to remm $lox 
thoſe Difficulties, &c. where he again I - 
preſſes thoſe Emphatical words, ( Nec ati br 
Omilſla cunCtatio. ) | re 


Claudius was airaid leaſt his Marriag Wa 
with Agrippina ſhould be look'd opong 
Inceſtuous ; and conſequently draw fron oy 
Heaven ſome dire Calamity upon the En Vi 
pire. Ytellins therefore to gratihe thi wy 
Princeſs, who reſolv'd to Reign, at tix "a 
expence of Honour , Veitue , Modeſty, " 
and Proſtitution it ſelf, declar'd in a fal ti 
Senate, That the welfare of the Epi T 
depended upon this Marriage ; that i = 
was a viſible effect of the Providence dſc. 
the Gods, that Agrippina , who was df 
the Imperial Blood, and had given ſuf 
cient Teſtimonies of Facundity, and d& 
all the noble Qualities requir?d in an Em: 
preſs, ſhould happen to be a Widow, a 
the ſame time, that the Emperour wa 
in a condition to Eſpouſe her : That in 
truth, it was a Novelty at R-ac, fort 
Man to Marry his Brothers Daughter; 
yet that there was no Law which forbid] . 
it, and that all other Nations —_—_— 
IWily 
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the AQt by publick Preſidents: That as 
Marriages between Coſin Germans, here- 

- **\ tofore but rarely known, were now by 
glowance of Time, become the frequent 
. Mode, ſucceeding ages would permit the 
/ fme liberty alſo in this Caſe ; and there- 
- Wire that was their duty to accommodate 
their Debates, to the preſent neceſſity of 
\fairs. Thus that which C/audins thought 
to be a Crime, ( and was ſo indeed a- 
© .j100g the Romans) was by F:tellius bur- 
"Ml iſh'd over with the ſpecious Titles, not 
ed only of the Welfare of the Empire, but 
fe Will of the Gods. And thus we ſee 
ww tow Flatterers miſlead unſteady Princes, 
wy and embolden 'em to do thoſe things, 
*Y hich of themſelves they dread. For 
[Tacitus makes this Marriage ſo great a 
[Crime , that he affirms it to be the 
© \Source and Original of all Agrippina's 
|lnptcties, 


eh 
"C10! 


"TIax 
)0n 4 
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- | 
 Iter 

ESSAY EL the 

ple: 


OR were there any wantin 
who crowded out of the $1 
nate, crying out, they would mak; 
uſe of Force, it Ceſar delay*d. Aniy,y 
a promiſcuous Maltitude being gaſtm, 
together , clamour'd aloud, that ifttei 
was the Voice of the Roman Pal 
ple. Then Clandius without farths 
Heſitation enter'd the Senate, and 
demanded a Decree , declaring al: 
Marriages for the future Legitimateh 
between Uncles and Neeces. EF. 
| 3 
Says D'Ablancourt, There were ſon [041 
Inſolent, as to riſe from their Seats, alfut 
ruſh out of the Senate, as it were to conſtrattſer 
the Emperour if he made any Difficulties, 
and the Multitude cry'd out in the Strutiþ 
that it was the Will of the Roman Peopkijy , 
Then Claudius without any farther dilghy, . 
entring the Senate, demanded a Decree ti % 
Legitimate this Marriage, and that it might 
be lawful for the future, for the Uncle tl þ 
Marry the Neece. | Quit 


Princes 


[OO 
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Princes are miſguided by their Flat- 
terers, and the People are led aſtray by 
the Examples of their Princes. How 
pleaſing and how acceptable is that ſort 
ting)of Adulation , which Impoſes upon 

Aprinces a neceſſity to do the Thing, which 

Ithey defire themſelves with far more ear- 
Wreſtneſs, then they with all their Zeal 
a make ſhew of, who put the Force upon 
; 8Mſem. They reap all: the Pleaſure, and 
at tliteir Subjects all the Infamy. 


Peol 


rthe 
nl ESSAY Ik 


ND yet there was not tound 
but one, who attempted ſuch 

ÞiMarriage, Talledins Severus, a Ro- 

in i 4; Knight ; to which, as 1t was re- 

uted, he was meerly inſtigated, to 

jt ve his Miſtreſs Agrippina. 

wltes, 

_ However, ſays D*Ablancourt, there was 

Peoplerfhut one fingle Per ſon who follow'd the Exam- 

aut; which by report he always aid, to xo 

= i * Agri ppina. 

ncle ti} A certain Proof, that Subjects think 

 j]teotherwiſe then they ſpeak. When 

nc F they 


ratd 
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they find that the Prince's deſires ar 
eagerly bent for ſpeedy Satisfaction, they 
ſhew-themſelves more eager ſtill to grz- 
tifie his Impatience : Yet afterward the 
ſhew their Diſlike, in forbearing to fol. [ 


low the Example ; which 1s the moſt cer 
tain Symptom which the People can gin 
of their ill Reſentment of the Amo! 
Claudius had caus'd his Marriage to be de|nd 
creed Legitimate by the Senate , belie|yf , 
ving the Romans would follow his Exan|y. 
ple, and authorize thoſe Marriages by 
Cuſtom. However notwithſtanding the 
Decree, which was a ſufficient ſhelter 
from Puniſhment or Infamy ; yet ther: 
was but one ſingle Perſon who follow! 
his Preſident. Nor did he neither marnſ;” ' 
his Wife out of any true perſuaſidſ” * 
that his Marriage was Juſt and Lawfilf®" 
but out of a deſire to pleaſe the Emprch; x 
and to raiſe his Fortune by an A, | * 
which there was no Body car*d to ſhatt m7 
the Reward. _ 


oy 
thank 


mig! 
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any | __ 


Blt-1 ESSAY 4k 


" TOwever thanks was return*d 
the Prince, intermix'd with 
A&.|more exquiliteAdulations of 7 zberins; 
> d&-lind a Law enacted, that the Name 
lie Nero ſhould be Transierr'd into 
oy he C/4ud4/42 Family. 
" 
jelter 
there 
lowl 
narnſ 
naſial 
wy 


prehy Here Claudius had the Thanks of the 
anſare for a great piece of Injuſtice 
Fhich he had done Britannicus, his own 

- Tin, as if he had perform'd ſome noble 
Exploit. And YNero, according to the 
Fiſtom of Flattery , which always ad- 
 Freſſes her Adorations to the Riſing Sun, 
Fs applauded, as if he had been wor- 

{5 of the Empire, whereas al] his Pre- 
Talons had no other Foundation then 

F 2 an 


Says D'Ablancourt, The Senate return d 
hanks to the Emperour, wherein they Ccun=- 
nngly interwove the Praiſes of Nero, who 
us cblig*d to quit the name of Domitius 
i that of Nero, in favour of his Adop- 


+ 


OE” 70D 
- : 


. Adoption made by a weak and miſguided 
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an Inceſtuous Marriage, and a pernicious 


Prince. But whether Princes do well or] y, 
11], they are always applauded, and hare| 5 
always Thanks return'd 'em for what|y; 
they do, and never more then when the; 
leaſt deſerve either the one or the other [tj 
And this 1s an eaſe and certain Rule, by; 


which to know a Sycophant. (0 
| : one 

_ | re 
ESSAY LIVv. # 

Qua 


O which: it was. added by, 

Scipio Cornelius, that Thankjyy 
ſhould be publickly given to Pallsre 
for that he being ſprung from thqm, 
Kings of Arcadia,preferr*d the Publionc 
Benefit before his Ancient Nobility, 
and condeſcended to be ſtill a Sef— 
vant to'the Emperour. 


Scipio added, Says D'Ablancourt, thu 
Thanks ſhould. be given to Pallas, for th fl 
being deſcended: from the Arcadian Kmngy Ny 
be preferr'd the Intereſt of the Empire W alt l 
his[3r andeur was ſo Sublime, and choſe gathanc 
to be conntedone of the Emperours i” Iove 
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Thus we find what comes to paſs, when 
ded] the Miniſters are more Powerful then the 
l or] prigce; or at leaſt, when the Prince 
We | ffers himſelf to be Govern'd by his 
ina] Miniſters, as Claudius did. Flatterers who 
theg];jdore the Favour only, will not allow 
ner |the Prince to honour the Miniſter, but 
» vill have the Miniſter to be an honour 
othe Prince. Pallas was no more then 
ome of C{zud*us's Bondmen, by him made 
free, and for this a Noble Senator has 
the confiderce to applaud him in a fall 
ſenate, for contenting himſelf with the 
Quality of a Chief Miniſter. As if he 
di pould have ſaid, that he deſerv*d to ſup- 
anks ply his Maſters Throne, who indeed ac- 
lasording to the younger Pliry's Expreſli- 
-theſm, was no more then a Slave to his 
1þlj/ndmen. 


ulity, 
Ser _ 
ESSAY LY. 


rl th { 
r thi 


A ND a Decree of the Senate 
Kingll A. Was Engrav'd in Marble, and 
- oaſſublickly Erected, wherein an En- 
ata[anchis'd Slave, in poſſefſion of a- 
fers. ve ſeven Millions in Gold, was ex- 
Tink F 3 tolPp 
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tolPd for his Frugality, equal to tly . 
Parcimony of Ancient Times, as 
tho) 


Says D'Ablancourt, Thry maae a Decra| tun 
by which an Enfranchis'd Slave , that wal li 
worth above ſeven Millions in Gold, had th\ fra 


praiſes of Ancient Frugality. if, 


The Conſul, Barea Soranus, having de[8/ 
creed to Pallas, the Pretors Ornaments the 
and a Preſent of a Million of Money, iſ 
recompence of- his Services, Claudius def" 
clar*d, That Pallas was ſatisf'd with th|#* 
Honour, and was unwilling to renoungſ#? 
his primitive Poverty. An Expreſlia}*® 
befitting the poorneſs of Claudius's Spit 
rit, who 'tis very probable could not bf ® 
Ignorant, that his Bondman was at thaſ#® 
time Richer, then all the Kings of 4 hat 


cady, his pretended Anceſtors. + 

The younger Pliny makes mention af 
this Decree in two of his Letters, in ſud 
Terms as will ſerve in this place, forg*" 
moſt excellent Commentary. There Je 
faith he, Hp97 the High-way to Tivoly, mt 
Monument of Pallas, with this Inſcription(F'* 
The Senate has decreed to Pallas the Orf®4% 
naments of the Pretorſhip, and the Gillſf ” 
of a Million, for his Fidelity and Z/*aF* 4 
(0: 
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toward his Maſters, but he is contented 
fith the Honour. 

But certainly I was never an Aamirer of 
thſe things that proceed rather from For- 
Yecral mwne them Judgment, Dore eſpecially this 
wal Irſcription taught me a new Leſſon, what a 
d th range Impertinency thoſe Men were guilty 
of, who decreed Honour to a Scounadrel ; and 
what an unuſual Impudence poſſe [7d that 
g de laſcally Fellow to accept the one, and refuſe 
ente the other 5 and ro transfer theſe refuſals to 
y, n}oberity, for an Example of Modeſty. But 
us defto mhat purpoſe doe I ſeem to be off cnaed at 

4h thlitf Were zt not more proper for me to make 
unolt the ſubjctt of my Deriſion, ts the end they 
efſin/99 19! think to have gair'd any great Mat- 
 enitier,, Pho by their good Fortune, do but ſerve 
ot by be the Sport and Contempt of other 

[Hen ? 

Pay | In another Letter, after he has told ye, 
[that as Lofty as this Inſcription ſeems 
on oÞ be, yet it. appear'd both Modeſt and 
| ble, in reſpeCt of the Decree which 
ford le found among the Regiſters of the Se- 
re iſate, he adds the following words. 7 
oy, mt to tell ye, that the Pretorian Ornaments 

tion :nere offer? d to a Slave, becauſe they were 
# ( Peves themſelves that offer'd 'em : And that 
e Gif® mas Decreed, not only to beſeech him, 
W alſo to force him to wear the Rings of 
to: F 4 Gold. 


Fi 


_—_— 


| 


ſpoken ſo advantageouſly in his behalf, aul| m, 
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Gela, For it was a Diſhonour to the Mpl yo 
gefty of the Senate, for a Pretorian towel 1 
Rings of Steel. But this is nothing ; the n 
which is moſ> worthy Obſervation, 1s thi,| S! 
That the Senate returi'd Thanks to the En-| wl 
perour, in the name of Pallas, for havin H 


given leave to the Senate, to give himthiſ pe 
Teſtimonials of their Reſpefts and good Will| pi 
toward him. For what could be more Hel In 
z:ourable to the Senate , then to ſhew then pl 
Gratitude to Pallas? The Senate knowin| Ol 
how averſe. Pallas was from ſuch An| Pl 
bitious defires, ordain that an Addreſs ſholil ſa 
be made to the Emperour, to beſeech hin| th; 
that he would oblige Pallas to accept the St| if 
nates Kindneſs. There could not be a mm Se 
Servile Condeſcention then this , that th nh 
Public Authority was made uſe of, and th wh 
Tnterceſſion of the Emperour umplord, i bu 
enollifie the haughty Moderation of. Pally Di 
fo far, as tobring him to vouchſafe the a| bel 
ceptance of the Senates Preſent —— Nm thi 
ao but imagine you ſaw Pallas oppoſing th thi 
Decree of the Senate, and moving in Miti| ſet 
gation of the Honours which they offer'd hint far 
refuſing a Million, which was gruen him 4 the 
a Preſert, tho an exceſſive Gift , after the 
had accepted the Ornaments of the Pretir wh 


ſhip, as a thing of mean Value ſuppſa tra 


you 
- 
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My you ſaw the Emperour , who ſubmits to th 
wen Intreaties, or rather Commands of a Bond 
tha} man Enfranchisd,, in the preſence of the 
this | Senate. Then take a view of the Senate, 
En-| who recite in their Decree, that among other 
avin| Honours decreed to Pallas, they thought it 
, ani] material to add this Donative, in recom- 
thoſe] pence of the Services he had done the Em- 
| Will] pire, and that they did not deſiſt from their 
e Hel Importunities to Pallas , that he would be 
then] pleas'd to accept their Donative, but only in 
owing Obedience to the Emperour, whoſe Will and 
An Pleaſure it was not lawful for them to gain- 
ſhoulil ſay ir any reſpe#. The concluſion will be, 
| bin that it requir'd no leſs then all the Modeſay 
ve 5 of Pallas, and all the Complaiſance of th 
| many Senate, to excuſe. Pallas from accepting - a 
mhole Million of the Puvlic Treaſure. To 
| which the Senate world never have conſented, 
but that they thought it contrary to their 
Duty to diſobey the Emperonr. Now do you 
belicve that this is all ? No, there is ſome- 
"thing werſe behind. It was Ordain'd that 
ng th this Decree ſhould be Engrav'din Braſs, and 
Mit ſet wp next the Armed Statue of Julius Ge- 
 hinil far. *Twas not enough for the Senate to be 
vim al the Teſtimony of ſo great apiece of Infamy, 
ter | they made choiceof a moſt remarkable Place, 
Prexar'| where it was to be read by the Living, and 
ſwppiſi tranſmitted to Poſterity. | It was their cares 
F J that 


B | \ 
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Slave, ſhould be Engravd in Braſs , wha 
he had refus'd, and what he had accepted, 
His Pretorian Ornaments were Inſcrib'd uym 
Public and Eternal Monuments, like the Ar 
cient Leagues, and Alliances, nay like the 
Sacred Laws of the Empire. Such of th 
Prince, juch of the Senate, ſuch of Pallas 
himſelf, was that I know not what to call it. 
While all Three expos'd to the view of all 
the World ;, Pallas his Inſolence, the Empe- 
rour his Patience, and the Senate their Obſe 
quious Servility, 

Certainly the. Roman Flattery far out- 
did the Adulation of the Greeks, 


_ 


ESSAY LVL 


© X ) Hile he diſcours'd the An- 

tiquity of his Extraction, 

and number*'d up the Conſulſhips 
and Triumphs of his Anceſtors; 
while he Commemorated his Incls 
nations to Learning, and the Libe 
ral Arts, and infifted upon the Pro- 
ſperity of his Reign, in all whuch 
time the Commonyyeal had ſufferd 


no 


>. 4 


that all the Honours offer'd to an TInſolen 
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| oo Diſaſter, he was attentively and 


| willingly heard by all: But when 
\| he came to applaud his Providence 


and his Wiſdom, there was hardly 


*[any . Perſon could refrain from 


Laughter. 


Says D'Ablancourt, Nero ſpoke his Fu- 


| neral Oration, wherein he highly extolPd - 
. | the Antiquity of his Deſcent, and the Gran- 


deur of his Anceſtors, Enumerating at length 


[their Conſulſhips and their Triumphs. 
| Thence he proceeded to applaud his Learn- 


ing; and told the People how that the Empire 
had ſuffer d no Dammage during all his 
Jos bh All which was heard attentively © 
mitout the leaſt Murmur ; but when he be- 

ran totalk of his Prudence and his Wiſdom, 


| they could not forbear Laughing. 


Flatterers often fall into the ſame Im- 


exceſſive in their Praiſes, they render 
both themſelves, and thoſe they applaud 


' Ridiculous. Many People Flatter , but 


tw are Maſters of the Art. Witneſs 
Seneca, who as great and piercing a Wit 
% he was, was not ſenſible of the Imper- 
linency of the Harangue which he had 

. : made 


prudent Errors ; while they ſtrive to be  : 
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 Oaths, in Confirmation of the Atts 


ſince. his youthful Thoughts were 
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made for his Pupil, till he found it to he 
derided by all that heard it. For to ex- 
to] the Wiſdom and Underſtanding of 
Claudius, who was ſo generally knownto. 
be a Perſon of weak and ſottiſh Intelle- 


Ctuals, was to accuſe all Mankind of | 


Stupidity. , 


| = r——_—— 


ESSAY. LVI. 


E forbids any Statues of Maſ- 

| | fie Gold or Silver to be Ere- 
eted, in Honour of his Perſon.— 
And when the Magiſtrates took thelt 


of. his Predeceſlors, he would not 
lufter Aztiſthins, one of his Conſuls, 
to hear the Confirmation of His; 
for which the Senate loaded hm 
with Encomiums, in hopes that 


thus enclin'd to Vertues of a lows 
Rank, he would continue greater. | 


Nero, Says D'Ablancourt , would nt 


fuffer his Collegue to pay him that Honow, 


which was receiv'd with Acclamations = | 
| the 
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Then ordizzary, on purpoſe to excite the youth- 


fl Prince . to the love of Vertue, Which 
zff words come far ſhort of the ſenſe of 


| Tacitus. 


Modeſty is a powerful means to pro- 
ure both Love and Eſteem to a young 
rrince, at the beginning of his Reign. 
For as It 1s then the time that Flattery 
kts all her Springs at work, to make her 


kif the Darling of his Favour, fo is it 
likewiſe then that he acquires a ſolid Re- 
pitation, if he ward off the firſt Aſſault 
of Adulation. And therefore it was, that 
the Senate were ſo profuſe of their 


[Praiſes to Nero, to pre-ingage him by 
their own , againſt the Flatteries of 0- 


thers. For there is a ſort of Adulation 
llowable and wholeſome, which infuſes 
into Princes and great Perſonages a love 
o Vertue, wherein conſiſts their chiefeſt 
Glory. 


E S- 


ut | 


bill 
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ESSAY LVII. 


S lately too ſeyere in Reſtrain-[# 
ing his Son, now as immode.[[ 
rately Submuſſive. 


Says D'Ablancourt, Agrippina was con 
ſtrain'd, to change her Severity into Careſſ,| 
and to repent her paſt Severity ; and thal 
with as much Submiſſion zow, as Rigour ani, 


Arrogance before, 


to ſtoop, in hopes to regain the fayouſ 
of a Prince, whom they have diſoblig]_ 
either by their Severity, or over ſawcy 
Freedom. For being then to repair the 
Faults of their Ingratitude , they ſpare 
for no ſubmiſſion to recover what th 
have loſt, either by their Moroſeneſs, a 
their unwary Zeal. For there is a fa] 
greater mixture of Vanity then Integrit 
in that ſame Hardineſs, which many Me 
aſſume in reprimanding Princes. WhoÞ 
are never to. be contradicted, but when 
we are aſlur'd, that our MM — 
| uch 
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fich as will not offend their Ears; and 

that it may prove the more Succeſsful, 
le Admonition muſt be ſuch as may ſeem 
|to reliſh of Commendation. Ira repre- 
2in-[imdat ut Lauder, ſays Pliny, Ep. 12. 1. 3. 
ode. [ws Gundamore , the Spaniſh Ambaſla- 
tour in Ezgland, perceiving that 7ames I. 
xrticularly valu'd himſelf for his Scho- 
iſtic Learning, very facetiouſly told him 
' ne day, that his Majeſty ſpoke- Latin, as 
«le became Gundamore to ſpeak it : Where- 
Count Gundamore ſpoke it, as it rather 
Jrcame his Majeſty to do; inſinuating 
Iitat Pedantic Learning was beneath 
| Prince, from whoſe Lips there is al- 
ws expected ſomething more Weighty 
JIid Sublime. 


lig'll.— nas EE 
r the E SSA Y---LIC 


——_ 


| Hereupon the Senate enacted 
Public Procefſions, and Days 
ori Thankſgiving ; Statues alſo, Tri- 
/ Mauphal Arches, and continual Con- 
Whoflhips were decreed the Prince : 
whenad that the Days upon which the 
ts NMitory was won, when the Ti- 
ſuch} - dings 
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dings were brought, and the Rely|si 
tion of it made, ſhould be nun 
ber'd among the Solemn Feſtivalg!" 
with ſeveral other Additions altoge p 
ther ſo Exorbitaut, that Cazns Caſhuly; 
readily conſenting to the former Holz 
nours, farther declar'd, That if thy 
. Solemn Thanks to be repay'd th * 
Gods were to be meaſur'd according 
to the merit of their Benignity, th; 
whole Year would be too ſmall ; * 
time for Public Supplications ; andy 
therefore that the Holy-days aniſhat 
Worky-days , ought only ſo to bit 
divided, as that the Worſhip of thqp 
Gods might not be a hinderance to P 


lecular Buſineis. | oth 


lay 
Says D'Ablancourt, The Senate ordainifmo: 
Public Preceſſions,, Triumphal Arches ataki 
Statues, together with a narw Conſulſhipi 
Honour of the Prince ; and farther thattl 
Day wherein the City was taken, when tit 
News was brought, as likewiſe when the Dt 
crees were made, ſhould be ſolemnly obſerii 
as Pnblic Anniverſaries, with ſeveral otun 


Flatterics fo exceſſive , that Caius Callw! 
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Rel ylv conſented ro all the reſt, was conſtraind 
aun 444) That if they were to render Thanks 


the Goas proportionable to their Favours, 


5 as the whole Year would not ſuffice z- only ſome 
WO ags were to be ſet a part and excepted, that 


alu] the Worſhip of the Gods might not hinder 

1 Ho Haman-Commerce, 

f the | 

d the] This Article has no need of any Com- 

rdigohmentary. Only I will obſerve this by 

— guſtte way, That what Caſſins ſpoke of 

?., [Nero's Reign, might be well ſaid of 
Thlew:s the Great, which has been a com- 

 adpleat Kalender of nothing elſe but Com- 

; andſhjats, Victories, and Triumphs. So that 

to bif Paterculus obſerv'd of Caſar , That 

f thbis Atchievements were ſo great, that he 

ce to[Modurſt attempt and bring to pals ſuch 

wondrous Enterpriſes, could hardly be 

other then ſome Deity : What would he 

have ſaid of a Prince, that in a few days 

-dainifnon thoſe Cities, which Ceſar could not 

cs aiftake in many Months ? 

ſhip. 

hat tl 

en tit 

ve Dt 2 

ſerol ES 

! other © 

Jafws!' 

i 


— I — 


> = - Id > - * - 4 
A AND. OOO OORGA AI > oo OOO Os i Ae Ar) 1 BA 9. 122 ROS VIPS TOYS Ar xIe— tO IEA IE Wo 0s Sven > — __  - - os —_ =—=z EEE == . = = z - 
—_ nee —ltAW>—anr ce _—_ _ —_ M———_—— pas ——— —_ — = more me - bh - 
— —_—o_ = : = 
EST n— I > K®< 4 - $a go "wa — 
we _ = Le -_ —_— — _ _ : 2 
: A —_ 6 — - = — _ - =_ _ o ESD - — = ' : 
—_ _—_—_ _— = - — R— — <—_— - i —— n——_ _ , 
— _- —_ _ opmmyn————_—_— Dh — 

« d 

; - 


— 2 — 


OS n—_—_ _— _ 


tn ns ee Be GE es. 


0 —— 


114 The Modern Courtier. 


—} 


ESSAY -LX. 


one 
Es - = _ 
N this fame Conſternation, the[hac 


Flattery of the Centurions andſinh 
Tribunes firſt erected his drooping 
hopes, crowding to kiſs his Hand; 
and congratulate his Eſcape fronſy, 
the unſuſpected and horrid Contri|, 
vances of his Mother. Then thelco 


fold to the Temples ; and thus thelþf 


Example being ſet, the Neighbowbt 
mg Municipal Towns of Campaniſf 
teſtify*d their joy by Sacritices, and 

public Addrelſles. | 


Says D*Ablancourt , Burrhus was #hrh 
firſt who rais'd his Hopes, perſuading the Of, 
ficers of the Guard to Complement him u 
the Danger he had eſcap'd, and teſtifie then 
Foy to ſee him deliver'd from the AmbuMyr; 
of his Mother, After that, the Court 
frequented the Temples, and Adareſſes cant 
from all the Neighbouring Cities, &c.  g 


Flat-l'x- 
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— | Fattery is a Contagion that ſpreads It 
fif from Man to Man. When ever any 
one-has led the way, all the reſt are pre- 

[fantly at ſtrife who thall outdo him. Nero 

, the[had but juſt embru'd his Hands in a moſt 

andlinhuman Parricide, and the People ſtood 
ping ing one upon another with Fear and 
ands itoniſhment. Nero himſelf was almoſt 

F 'Jat his Wits end. But no ſooner had 

TUM he Pretorian Officers kiſs?d his Hands, 
NUMd afur'd him of their Fidelity, bur the 

tle[Courtiers, a ſort of People always ready 
aree-[t unmask, were not aſham'd to kneel 

; tleltefore the Gods ; nor the Neighbouring 


2onr-{(ities to offer $acrifices for joy of ſuch a _ 


prpetrated Crime , which cry'd aloud 
ſor Vengeance on the Deteſtable Mur- 
ferer. Horrid Thankſgivings, more 
Impious then the Parricide it ſelf. But 
the Senate ated higher yet, and worſe: 
& MiThey decreed Public Interceſſions for the 


e Welfare of the Prince, and put the day 


Mo his Mothers Nativity among the Un- 
fortunate Days ; and that upon which her 
pretended Conſpiracy was diſcover'd, 
among the moſt Solemn Feſtivals of the 
fear. So true it is, -that never greater 
Honours are decreed to Princes, then 
lat yhen they are extreamly hated. For 

Diſimulation is more ingenious then 
Truth, 
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' Eruth, fays the younger Pliny ; Serv [/# 
tude then Freedom; and Fear 'then#/ 
Love. [Ew 
| ws 

ah os -————— 
Pup, 

ESSAY. LXL. Ib 


ther, 
Hile he was heſitating in theſwp 

Cities of Camparra, hoy 

he might return to the City, and nd 
leſs anxious whether to expeR e&Þ*? 
ther the Addreiſes of the Obſequi 5 
ous Senate, or the Favour of tlthyer 
People, all the moſt infamous of hui ir 
Adherents arguwd againſt his vainÞws 
fears, that Agrippina's name was beſW! 
come odious, and that by her Deati - 
he had inflam'd the affection of t E. 
People toward him ; and therefor 
that he ſhould go with an undauntſken 
ed Courage, and try the effeQs d 

their veneration upon the Place. 


iſe 
| pr 

Says D*Ablancourt, While the Emprr erſ 
our ſtaid in the Cities of Campania, une 
tain whether he (hould return to Rome, a 


ſeek the Applanſes of the Senate and th 
Peojt| 


FF — The Modern Conurtrer. art7 
roi. [fwple firſ® * ( Tacitus does not ſay whether 
the [# ſhould ſeek, but wait for, conſidering the 

 [knormity of his Crime.) His Conrtiers ad- 
md him to go 01, and fear nothing ; for 
--=- tia they ſhould find the Afﬀetions of the 
Puple redoubPd by the death of Agrippina, 
Inhoſe very memory they Execratead; and 
terefore that he ſhould go Conragiouſly to 
1 the up the fruit of his Renown and Glory, 
hoy 
dno]. Tho! Princes are made believe that 
- fey have an abſolute Liberty to do what 
' ©. fire they pleaſe, yet are they touctPd 
-QLHhrith an inward Remorce, when they ei- 

Ll ter do or have committed any Act which 
{ hyſs in it ſelf unlawful. After Vero had 
inj8vs'd his Mother to be murderd, he 
urſt not ſhew his Face, he wander'd 
tom City to City, thinking to diſſipate 
fd Fears and Jealouſies with which the ' 
Iparition of his Crime that haunted 
fin where er'e he went, continually tor- 
tented, his mind. But his Flatterers, 
Kuſtom?d to extoll the moſt hainous 
liſcarriages . of great Perſonages, ſoon 
Jur'd him of his Shame and his Fear ; 
frſuading him that all the People of Rome 
Froyc'd at Agrippina's death, and thought 
ſemſelves beholding to him for having 
her out of the way, tho' every Body 


People | 1n 
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in ſecret deteſted the Aftion, and had; 
bad opinion of Seneca, for the LettenÞ 
which he wrote to the Senate, in Juſtif: 
cation of Nero. [ll done in Sexeca, thy 
ſeaſonably perhaps , who after he ha 
been beholding to Agrippina for all hi 
Fortune, had the grace to lay to he 
charge all the Miſchiefs, and all the agk, 
of Injuſtice, that had been committed in 
Claudins's Reign. He whom ſhe had re 
call'd from Exile, and advanc'd to be Ty: 
tor to her Son, where he had rammaſg{|K 
together above ſeven Millions of Goldin 
four Years. A fair Proof, that he kneyl' Sa 
how better to diſcourſe-of Berefirs andiikC 
Kindneſſes then to acknowledge 'em ; anlfu | 
thar it is but too true, that how deeplyoe 
ſoever Men are oblig'd to thoſe who fallſWhre 
into Misfortue, they then believe the En 
gagement fully ſatisfy'd. 1 Be 
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nada | 
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" = 
wel ESSAY IXI. 
> had. : . 
I kigfſl TEnce reſuming his wonted 
> ball | Pride, and victor over Pub- 


ac Servitude, he enters the Capital, 
ed ithvs his Thanks, and abandons him- 


Dd, y : & 
2 If to all manner oft Luxury and 


afylaſciviouſnelſs. 
old in} | 
kney} Says D*Ablancourt, He aſcended into 
s anf{&Capital,triumphing over Public Servitude, 
- anlld having paid his Thanks to the Gods, 
eefliheve himſelf over to all manner of Voluptu- 
o falreſs. 
ie En | | 
1 Behold the EffeCts of Flattery. Nero, 

 Fofear'd to return to Rome, obſerving 
Jat the Senate and the People paid him 
Feater Honours, then his Flatterers had 
Fromis'd ; and that the City had ſet up 
— FJeaffolds to behold him make his Entry, 
$if he had led all the Barbarian Kings 
Þ Triumph, began to believe, that his 
Faricide was lookt upon as a noble Ex- 
Poit; and that by conſequence, there 
8 not any thing which te might not 

| bold- 
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' here it was, that Burrhus and SP 


needs have Speftators afterwards, whokf, 
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boldly undertake for the future. Thy 3 


when Princes once have lald aſide af 
Fear and Baſhfulneſs, ſmall are the hops 
of any farther good from Them. Ani 10 


neca, both Men of great Prudence anlf®} 
Policy, were much deceiv'd , while thyff 
thought, that their condeſcention to an We 
lingle Ridiculous Pleaſure of their Pupil _ 
would in a ſhort time make him wear 
of that Vice. For after he had ſpent hi 
time one while in playing the Chariotea 
in an enclos'd piece of Ground , when 
no body had liberty to enter ; he woulf 


Applauſes did but ſerve to encourag yo 


him in the continuance of that Exercikg , 
which his Governotirs were in hope L 
would ſoon have tir?d him. In ſhot 
after he had been a Charioteer, and ha 
engag'd the Principal of the Nobility tt 7 
aſcend the Theatre ,* he took his pla 
himſelf there alſo, to ſing to the Han" 
before his Courtiers, and the Soldiers dÞ"* 
his Guard : Well pleas'd with the Ap d | 
plauſes of a company of young Rona. 
Knights, who immediately admir'd if” 
Beauty and his Vocie, for Divine Perth” 
&ions. Whence Tacitus concludes, tha 
if Modeſty and Baſhfulneſs, be ſo a * 
culti'* 


- 
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Wy 


|oltly preſerv'd by Vertuous Education, 
LW. 2rC they poſſibly to be preſery'd in 
7 4Court, where Vices contend and only 

mulate each other ; and where men are 
- al eſteem'd for being double Hearted, 
oh "Ind they accounted Beſt, who are the 
\ (Worſt. 

ml”. 
up] ___ 
wearſy 
1t his ESSA-Y.XEgL 


oteerf 
wig T O Man carry'd away the Prize 
ws LN tor Eloquence, but Ceſar was 
wo Ironounc'd the Victor. 


"y | Gays D*Ablancourt, No Man carry'd 


thor(@97 the Prize of Eloquence, but they gave 
4 hf Victory unanimouſly tothe Emperour 
"0 Tacitns relates, That the Funeral Orz-- 
 Hanſ90 which Nero pronounc'd at the Obſe- 
ers (fivies of the Emperour Claudius, ſeem'd 
ne ApÞÞ favour of Serzcce's Stile ; which gave 
Rong Occafion for ſome to obſerve, that 
24 tire was the firſt Emperour that ever 
 Perfep90d 1n need of another mans Eloquence, 
;, tha that he employ'd his Parts quite ano- 
o differ way; as in Painting , Sculprure, 
cult@ulick > and ſometimes in Poetry, to 

G which 
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'by the Romans, without any hopes of bif 
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which he had a great Inclination. Therehh 
fore it could be no other then pure FlarJh: 
tery , which adjudg'd him the. Prize off 
Eloquence ; > as It 1s the cuſtom to aſcribeltie 
to Princes all thoſe Qualities, which add 

to the Luſtre of Majelity. [ 


E305 A Y. LXIY, 
| ( HE Temple alſo ereQed tf 


Deihie Clanains , was look, 
upon as the Tower, as Others willy 
hve it, the Pledge of Per petual Doji . 
mination. 


* 


Says D*Ablancourt ; The People all 
loek:? W; upon the Temple Sdiaared to Claudin 
as a Guge of Perpetual Servitude. 


Theſe Pcople, meaning the Britain \ 
who 'were not yet accuitom?d to Serithi 
, [ils 

tude, finding themſelves tyranniz'd on 


ing better dealt with for the future, 1 h 
volted from their forc'd Obedience, af 
their Soldiers 1n pieces, and in twoda) Wy 
made themſelves Maſters of this Temple 


which feeni'd to have been built forh ; 
ottel 


p45 - 
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hergſither purpoſe but to let '*em underſtand, 
Flarſhat their Liberty was exterminated for 
7e offer. When Princes ſubdue great Ci- 
{cribelties, their Flatterers are the moſt diligent 
h addfferſons in the World to eref&t Magnift- 
ſent Trophies in their Honour, which 
-ather ſerve toexaſperate the Vanquiih'd, 
—ſten to inſtruct the Victor what is abſo- 
ltely neceſſary for the preſervation of 
sConqueit. Thus the Brazen Statue of 
qd jo Doke of Alva trampling vnder feet 
'- ,y#0 other leſſer Figures, reprefenting 
ay && People and Nobility of the Low Coun- 
'S Wiles, colt the King of Sparn the Revolt 
11 Doff Antwerp , and ſeveral other fortify'd 
[1CS. 


le Fl 


auding E SSA Y-:LXY. 


[ 
4 


_AT[ERO then not well in health, 
ma N when his Flatterers told him, 
be. Fe Empire would be at an end, 
; offiÞould 1t be his Fate to die, mace 
re, wer, &c. 


wy Says D'Ablancourt ; One day that he was 

emple bis Courtiers , in Flattery, told him 

fornd# the Empire would expire with him. = 
ott el O 2 T his 


Om 0 UT Oe ON OI 
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his Life, it was never to riſe again, wh 


. as vain and impertinent, which howenah 
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This piece of Flattery is a certain prod| 
of the Impertinency of Flatterers, For 
for a Man to tell ſuch a Prince as New, 
who made it his chiefeſt Glory, tobea 
excellent Charioteer,a good Mufician,andſj 
anelegantPoet,as much as to ſay,Eminent,, 
In every thing that was beneath a Prin 
that the Welfare of the Empire depend 
wholly upon him, and that expiring wit 


either to laugh at the Emperor, or mag 
himſelf ridiculous. Nevertheleſs we me: 


» Bil 


with Compliments every day altogeth,, 


are kindly accepted. So trne is that 
mark of Tacitus, That Aſſiduous Adulf, 
Lion corrupts and blinds the underſtand; 
ing of Great Perſonages. 


ESSAY LXYL 


E RO. inclin'd to the more \f, 

:10us. They affail Sexeca wiy... 
various Accuſations. They objecith at 
his atluming to himſelf alone imake 
Pre-eminence in Eloquence, and Iſpiſp 


making Yerlſes more trequently,ſin Ki 
Ne 
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"I had addicted himſelf to the 
a ſtudy of Poetry : That he openly EX” 
Neaim'd againit the Prince's Plea- 
be aJſures : Tizat he contemned tis Agt- 
an,adfity 1n the management of Herles 3 
Wy 1d derided his Voice when he lang. 
rind 
xndlf The Prince (ſays D' Ablancourt) was na- 
8 Wiltrally enclin'd ro follow the wor ft Counſels: 
ll; Wihereupor it was la:4 ro Seneca's Charge, 
r Mſh.+ he aſcrib'd to himſelf the Glory of being 
© Mi only Eloquent Perſon in the City ; and 
gel made Verſes more frequently, fance Nero 
Welllkran to eſteem Poetry, That he forbore not 
at Wipnublic to find fault with his Divertiſements, 

Und to laugh at his Aftivities in driving Cha- 
ſtant ots; and derided his Excellency in Muſic. 


When once a Prince begins to lend his 
ars to: Flatterers, Calumny forthwith 
tkes open War with Men of Vertue. 
They that accusd Seneca, were certain of 
re Wer-ruling Nero , to his DeſtruCtion : 
Wor that Burrhbxs and He were always 

4 Wikrerſe to his Pleafures. For the Court 
Je always full of certain People, who 
ne ſnake it all their buſineſs to ſound the 
nd iſguſts and Diſcontentments of Princes, 
y,ſin K incenſe 'em againſt them who are both 
Ne Gr 3 the. 
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glory of Sexca, in ſaying, That he causdF 


the Object & the Cauſe of them. And thy 
it was, that Sejanrs exaſperated TiberiuI 
againſt Aſizins Gallus, and that Coſſuria Þ, | 
aus Capito and Eprins Afarcellus perſ{waded Q 
Nero to rid himſelf of Thrafſea. As toc 
what the Courtiers Jaid to Serecao[# 
Charge, that he aſcrib'd to himſelf the 
fole Glory of ſurpaſſing all others in Ele- 
quence, that was only an Artifice, by 
which they render'd him ſo much the 
more odious to Vero, in regard that he, ] 


continually making uſe of him for the 
compoling thoſe Orations and Speeches. 
which he had to make to the Senate 
ſhould thereby take notice, that Seneca 
made Merchandize of this EloquenceſÞ 
while ?twas the general ſaying , thats 
whatever heſpoke or did, either Handſomþ 
and Noble, ſtill Seneca reap'd all the Hof; 
nour of it, as being the firſt Compoſer þ 
However, that Nero was paſt a Child” 
and by conſequence needed no more Tu-F: 
tors, the Examples of hiFAnceſtors beingÞ 
fofficient to inſtruct and adviſe him in the 

management of his Government. By theF 
way obſerve, that T acitzus ſeems obliquely 
to reprove the Vanity, or rather Vain-P#: 


Nero to prononnce ſeveral Popular H# 
rangues, to ſhew the good ER 
Which | 


thus 
rins 
ur i4- 
aded 
\s to 
und's 
f the 
| Elo- 


] Toollinnus Growing daily [MNOre 
7 
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wich he had given his Pupil, or elſe in 
INftentation of his own Wir. So true it 
x, that the wiſeſt of Men are tubject to 
g ardent love and Gelire of Glory ; And: 
cording to the Greek Proveid, '{:s the 
i Shive they pitt off. 


LO 


ESSAY LIXVIL 


welful, and believing Is 


ticked Artifices, wherein his chicks 


& Excellencies lay, woutd prove 


tre acceptable, could he but en- 
tive, the Prince to bean Accompl:ce 
With him in his Crimes, he dives 


Ft his Fears, and found that Plaz- 
and $7112 were the objects of his 


\ 


Says D'Ablancourt ; Tigellinus grew 


ere. and . more tn Credit every day; aud to 


Prince moſt fear'd, were 
G 4 Sylla 
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Sylla and Rubellius, he endeavour'd to rex 
aer therr Exile ſuſpeRed. 


ſec 
fs 
Rubellins Plaitus and Cornelius Sylly = 
were Perſons ſuſpeted 2nd dreaded by; 
Nero- The firft, becauſe he was deſcer- 
ded from Augaſins by the Mothers ſide|ſy, 
and 1n the ſame degree next of Kin'toſy. 
Nero ;, beſides that, he was vaſtly Rich, 
The ſecond, for that having eſpougd 
Antoma the Daughter of Claudius, and Sif 
iter to Oftavia, Nero's Wite, he ſeem'lþ,. 
to have ſome Right, or at leaſt ſome Preſy,. 
tenſion to the Empire. For which reaſoty,, 
he had procur'd their Exilement , theq, 
one being Baniſh'd into Aſia , and th; 
other into Gallia, But Nero (as it 15th, 
cuſtome of bad Princes to be prone to}, 
Fears and Jealouſies) had ſtill the ſan] 
Tuſpitions of theſe two Men, notwithſtanj 
ding the diſtance of their Confinement;h 
W herefore 7:gellinus, who was not 1givh,, 
rant of the innate Cruelty of his Maſtenþy,, 
and underſtanding from whence his Jex| 
loufies aroſe, infuſes into his mind, Tha 
two Perſons of ſuch Illuſtrions Extratrþ; 
on,had the ready opportunity to revength 
themſelves in their Exile, where thejh, 
were at hand to debauch both the Eaſtern; 
and German Armies. That Nero mile 

ecure 


Po 
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1 I fcure himſelf from the Contrivances of . 
tis Enemies at Rome, where his preſence 
was ſufficient to curb the growing Inſo- 

SYlle tencies of Mutiny and Diſorder, but that 

4 byl; would be a difficult thing for him to 

(ce-[vt a ſtop to Deſigns well laid in diſtant 

 ideyrovinces. That the Gazles already caſt 

in t0hteir Eyes upon Syila, as a Noble Branch 

Rich}? the Dictators Family ; and that the 


? 


'0Us Mhopes of Aſia were no leſs in the Grand- 
nd Shftitd of Druſus. That Sylla's Poverty 
eels a ſufficient incitement to puſh bim 
e Pielfrward in the proſecution of bold and: 
ealon bring Attempts, and that he only affe- 
\ Wh a counterfeit Supidity, till he met: 
d tMrich an opportunity to ſhew his Cou- 
15 Une. On the other ſide, that Plautus 
ne Wh's a Perſon of prodigious Wealth, and 
 Janth far from ſeemiog to love Repoſe and 
hſtary Quiet; that he took a pride in imitating 
menYe Ancient Romans, and in prattiling the- 
BIWÞxims of the Stoicks, a Sect that teaches 
laſletÞier to be arrogant,turbulent,and daring. 
Is Je#heſe are the dangers that attend Great 
Tha rſonages : The Flatterers tell the 
tracts rince, that the exceſſive Wealth of a 
Velbject, is fatal to Domination ; that 
theyher are too High for the Condition of a 
aſtern ſte Perſon, and over-ſhadow the: 
might.rdeur of a Prince. And therefore it. 
| G 5 Was. 
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was, that the Prince of Conde made An-ſj 
ſwer to a Propoſal that was made him, | 
only to beg and have ſuch a Governments 
he ſhould himſelf deſire, That he had Wealthy 
and Eſtate ſufficient,to preſerve himſelf by lu] 
good Services end Loyalty ; that if he hall 
more, it would but render him yzujlly ſuſpcie 
ro.the King, who could have no other reaſm 
to Ruine him, but only becauſe he was tu 
Great. 

If they are Poor, then they are repre 
ſented to the Prince as Malecontents,who 
ſtudy all opportunities to meliorate the! 
Fortunes at the Expence of the Paubli 
Tranquillity ; that 1f they are not pr 
vented, their Miſery will hurry 'em tolo 
Deſpair : z and their Deſpair to Revoltjhr 
and that therefore there is a neceſlityt 
haſt'n their DeſtruQtion. If they an 
Perſons of mean Parts or little Couragghy; 
thoſe Feebleneſles are interpreted to) 
refin'd Policy and Diſimulation. Butif,, 
they are Perſons of Courage and Merlh 
then they are branded for Dangerol 
Perſons, that will ſoon be their Sore 


7 


Helm of State. Or if excluded, 
they will meditate Revenge, unle EY! h 
in the budd of their Reſentment. | 


tus tells us, That Plants led a _ 
| ite 
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Life, went mean and plain, and kept his 

al-JFamily 10 good order : But the more he 

|conceal'd himſelf in privacy irom the 

ftratagems of Envy, the more his Reputa- 

"tion expos'd him. Therefore that Phi- 

f by ku ſopher was in the right, who ſaid, That 

he halGreat en were born to afford Subjects for 
ſpclefTrageaies. | 


i 


ESSAY. LXVII. 


Fter he found that all his 

Crimes were applauied as 

t prefteregious Acts , he turns Ocfavia 

em tour of doors, pretending Steriltty , 
evoltihnd Marries Poppea. 


' Tacitus tells us, That when the Head 

i Plautus was brought to Vero, he thus 
coursd to himfelf! What fear*ſt thou 

, tha ero, now that Plautus and Sylia are dead? 
MPWhy dſt thou not forthwith Eſponſe Poppea, 
Ind ſend Oftayia home again, the" ſhe be 

_ Et | truly 


= 


- 
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truly Complaiſant and Modeſt, but yet a bur. 


then to thee, for the ſake of her Father's Me- 
mory, and the affeftion of the People ? 
Nero dur*ſt not repudiate her while 
Sylla her Father-in-Law was alive, and 
Plantus her ' near Kinſman , who might 


have reveng'd her Quarrel. But ſo ſoon 


as theſe Obſtacles were remoy*'d, he ne 
ver ſcrupl'd to diſſolve a Marriage that 
had advanc'd him to the Empire. $0 
true it 1s, that bad Princes cannot ets 
dure the ſight of thoſe to whom they arc 
too deeply oblig'd. Now Nero could not 
ſee Otavia, without recalling to mind 
thoſe Obligations which he had receiv 
from her Father, who had preferr'd hin 


before Britannicus his only Son; and} 
therefore it was that the Memory off 


Claudius was offenſive to his Mind. More 


over the Marriage of Nero with Poppea 


isa clear demonſtration, that when once 
a bad Prince is rid of his Fears, he lajs 
alide his Shame as. ſoon. 


133 
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mA 


ESSAY LXIX, 
CTA7YTA 1s commanded to 


() dic And to this, a 
Scorn more hainous then the Cruel- 
ty was added, that Poppea law her 
Head cut off, and brought into the 
City. For this, Gifts weredecreed 


E 


to be ofter'd to the Temples of the 
Gods : Which I have on purpoſe 


i{deliver?d to Poſterity, that whoever 


ſhall read the Story of thoſe Times, 
whether written by our ſelves, or 
any other Author, may underſtand, 


that fo often as any Murther. was 


commanded by the Prince, Thanks 
were return'd to the Gods ; and 
thoſe things which were formerly 
the Signals of proſperous Succeſs and 
Triumph, were now the Concomi- 
tants of Public Deſolation. 


Says D*Ablancourt ; He commanded 
[ Oftavia ro die And for an adds- 
Mon of Cruelty, they cut off her Head, to glut 

the 


——_— 
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the greeay ey2s of her Rival. The Senate for 
tnis ordain'd, that Offerings ſhould be mad 
in the Temples: Which 1 mentiowd to this 
end, that They who ſhall hereafter read this 
Hiſtory, may underſtand, that as often a 
the Prince had perpetrated any Crime, |þ 
often Thanks were returi'd to the Gods ;, and 
that that which was formerly a Mark of ow 
Trinmphs, was become the Witneſs of ow 


- Miſeries. 


SS$SAY-ILXX. 


UT the Child dying within 
fourth Months, new Flatern 
repay'd that Loſs, while the Senate 
decreed the Infant the Honour of a 
Goddeſs, a Cuſhion of State , a| 
Temple, and a Preiſteſs. 


| Says D'Ablancourt ; The Child dy*d four 
Months after, which made *em have recourſe 
to new Flatteries ; ſo that they decreed her a 
Temple, with Divine Honours, and all things 
thereto belonging. 


Iero having horour'd the Infant with 
the Title of Auguſta, upon the day of 
her 
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ter Birth, which was a thing for which 
there was no Preſident before, the Se- 
mte, according to the cuſtome of Flat- 
tery, which always ſtrives to exceed, 
yould alſo needs decree her Divine Ho- 
nour, that had never yet been given to 
any Infant. For when the Prince himſelf 
opens the way to Flattery, the Conten- 
tion then runs bigh among the Croud of 
flatterers, who ſhall bear away the Prize, 
eſpecially when he is under the pangs of 
MAiction : For that being the time, when 
Tenderneſs and Compaſſion ſoftens the 
kaughty humours of Men, 1t affords the 
moſt proper opportunities to conquer 
their Aﬀections. 


ESSAT--KEXE 


Erealis Anicius, the Conſul E- 

- 4 lect, pronounc'd as his pecult- 
ar Sentence, that a Temple ſhould be 
rected with all che ſpeed imagina- 
ble, at the Public Charge, to D:vire 
NERO. Which he decreed him, 
8 having ſurmounted Human Gran- 


kur, and deſerving now the Ado- 
ration 
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ration of Men. Which was after. | 
wards number'd among inauſpicious 
Omens of his Death ; for the Ho: 
nours due to the Gods, were never [je 
attributed to the Prince, till he ceag [ni 


to live among Men. li 
*. IC 
Says D'Ablancourt ; Anicius Cerealis | 
propounded the building him a Temple at the ( 
Publick Charge, and in his Propoſal gave ® 
him the Title of a God, meaning thereby, that | 
he was exalted above Human Frailty, and |'* 
deſerv'd to be ador*d by Men, But that wa Þ® 
afterwards taken as anill Omen of his Death, 
for that the Emperors were never honourd (| 
with that Title, till they were departed out of | 
this World. A 


bl 


Nero having eſcap'd a Conſpiracy, 
wherein were engag'd almoſt all the chicf 
Nobility of Rome, and with them, Perſons [* 
of all ſorts and. conditions, and many 
Women among the reſt; the Senate de- 
creed Thanksgivings and: Offerings to 
the Gods, and particular Honours to the 
San, who had diſcover'd the Enterprize, 
juſt as it was ready to have been put in 
execution; and to Salus or- Safety, out 


of whole. Temple the Senator _ | 
a 
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frer had taken the Dagger, with which he was 
- © Iohave given the firſt ſtroke: All this was 
-10US Tone in Honour to the Gods, and had 
Ho: ken highly commendable, had not Vero 
ever [hxen ſo wicked a Prince. But that there 
easd [night be nothing wanting of addition to 
the Public Misfortune, (for to uſe the 

». [nords of Tacitus, the Gods, in preſerving 
realis [Vero plainly ſhew'd, that they deſign'd 
it th, {heir Vengeance , not their Saving Fa- 
» four to the Roman People) one of the 
"thar (conſuls propos'd the Conſecrating of a 
and [ſemple to NERO THE GOD, 
* wa (8if he meant the World ſhould under- 
cath, [fand, that the Emperor was beholden 
ourd (* his Deliverance to his Deify'd condi- 
put of Yon, which exalted him above all Acci- 
(ents of Fortune, and render'd him Im- 
nortal. Certainly this was the utmoſt 
gtent of human Adulation, above which 
twas impoſſible for human Wit to ſoar 
Higher ſtrain. And if *twere Fear. which 
tade the Gods, a Pagan might have been 
: des [ficus'd to Deifie a Prince, who after he 
s to [|&d murther'd his Brother Britannicus, 
\ the [1s Mother, his Wife, his Tutor, ſeen”d 
rize, [uy born to exterminate the Race of Hu- 
t in {mankind. But how ſhall we excuſe thoſe 
out [(hriſtians, who make profeſſion of Ver- 
\inus [ve in its purity , and particularly of 
had' Evan- 


acy, 
chief 
-{ons 
nany. 
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Evangelic Simplicity, who abandoy 
themſelves to that degree of Flattery, as 
to coinpare a Temporal Prince to the l 
True God, aſcribing to him thoſe Attri- {0 
butes which - the Sacred Scripture only [Ac 
gives to the Majeſty of Heaven, As ifIC 
among ſo many Famous and Renowned 
Actions with which the Univerſe rings, |. 
they could not have found Matter for the ſu 
moſt Noble Panegyric in the World, vy 
without robbing God of that which ww 
communicably belongs to Him, ta giveit 
to Ceſar. 


if 


ESSAY .LXXIL 


Ence the -Orators took occa-| 
ſion to ſpend all their StF 1 

dies upon Panegyrics and Enco/ÞÞt 
miums 12 honour of the Prince. TheP 
Earth ( cry'd they ). produces .n0Þ” 
only her uſual Fruits, and Gold con: |. 
fus'd with other Metals, bur as.itþ; 
infertiliz?d by Thy Rays with a new 
acceſs of Plenty, teems with unac- Þe 
cuſtom'd Productions, while theP 


Gods throw. down their obvious | 
| Riches; 
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adog tiches to encreaſe her Store. With 


3» 8Freral other ſervile Raptures, com- 


0 the . 
\ttri. 100s'd with no leſs Eloquence then 


only |Adulation , as being ſecure of the 
As ifCredulity of their Hearers. 

wned 
ings, |- Says D'Ablancourt ; The Orators made 
Ir the [vice of 70 other T hemes for their Panegyrics, 
2rid ; prying out, that the Earth produc?d not only 
Rh ws Fruits and Flewers, or Metals within its 
iveit Jonels, but from her boſome diſcouer'd new 
reaſures, to augment the felicity of ſo 
{huriſhing a Reign, With many other things 
bf the ſame nature, which their own ſervile 
\Iclinations, and the Prince's Credulity, pro- 
 1Wir'd with as much Elequence as Flattery. 
XC» j 

St] Princes are the more eaſily induc'd to 
litter themſelves with the enjoyment of 
Hoſe ſucceſſes with which Adnlation 
boths their Fancies,” as being made be- 


_ 


- ng ve that all things muſt be obedient to 
GN their Fortune 3 and that there i 
if rture; and that there is no con- 


knding with their Fate. 1Vero therefore, 
jo naturally coveted things the moſt in- 
edible, with eaſe gave credit to-his own 
Viſhes; and his Courtiers were no leſs 
areful how they undeceiv'd him, ſeeing 
low laviſh and profuſe he was in his 
Ex- 
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Expences, in hopes of D:av's pretended] 
Treaſures. 

Thus 1t 1s, that unwary Princes are 
frequently ahus'd and guild by their Flat 
rerers, impoveriſhing their Treaſur es by 
immenſe Profuſtons, while they feed %em aſe 
with vain Expectations. For his expe 
Ectancy of promis'd Wealth, was one of [th 
the cauſes of publick Poverty. ?Tis thely, 
courſe of Flatterers ſtill ro be buzzing in 
the Sovereign's Ears, that Princes ſhould h 
never mind good Husbandry ; - wheres|" 
they ſhould have told *em, they could na 
be well too thrifty, conſidering there is Li 
no end of their Expences. th 

The Favourites of Zen. 3. (ſays Me (l 

ray in his Eife) had inſtill'd into his mind, }þ. 
that all the Eſtates of his Subjects were Or 
abſolutely at his diſpoſal ; and that Franc } 
was ſuch an inexhauſtible Fountain of 


. Wealth, that no Prodigality whatever] 


could draw it dry. But this 1ll Advicyl, 
and worſe bad Husbandry (ſays he) causd] 
ſuch ſcarcity of Money, that many times 
there was not ſufficient to defray the Ex 
pences of the King's Kitchin, 
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N— 


ESSAY oa 
= Ome there were who admoniſh*d 
expe-[, } him to make Ceſar his Heir of 
ne ofthe greateſt part of his Eſtate, which 
s tikyould be the way to preſerve the 
\eMireft tor his Grand-children, Which 
wn he refus'd to do, that he might not 
| na farniſh with fervile condiſcenſion a 
re isLite that he had lead, the neareſt 

that might be to Liberty = And 
WVer(peaking of Perronins)neither would 
mindJte Flatter in his Will either Ceſar, 
Wthr Trgellinns, or any of the Great 


be Men then 1n Favour. 
tevery. : EO, 
Ivice, Says D Ablancorut : Some advisd him to 
ugg [rave the beft part of his Eſtate to the Em- 
times[}*797, and to ſave the reſt ; but the reply'd, 
e Ex-| {hat after he had Iiv'd ſo loag in Honour, be 
mould not ſully the end of his Life with 4a 

_ [ervile AF —— Nor would Petronius 
Flaiter in his Will, either Nero, or Tigel- 

E $. linus, or any other of the F.:wourites, as moſt 
if thoſe there that ſuffer'd had done. 


They 
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They who never committed any depe.| 
nerate ACt in their life-time, are carefyl. 
to preſerve their Reputation to the lf 
gaſp. Nor can there be a ſmarter incen- 
tive to die like a Man of Honour, thentg 
have always been ſo. Therefore Coccein 
Nerva, the belt Friend 7 iberins had, feel 
ing that the Emperor grew more vicionz p 
every day then other, while his Health & 
Eſtate were yet in a good condition, and} 
his Reputation unblemiſh'd, choſe to die, 
And Thraſea,whomTacitns calls the PatenP 
of true Honour , made anſwer to thoſe 
who advis'd him to delay his Death, I 
That he had nothing more to do. but tohjn 
die as he had liv'd ; that is to ſay, untain-Jy 
ted, unpolluted, and imitating the glo-þþ, 
rious Exit of thoſe whom he had emuleJ. 
red in his life-time. For it is not enough P" 
for Great Perſonages to be diltinguiſhdÞ 
from Others by the Magnificence of their 
Funerals, unleſs at their Deaths they like-I 
wiſe leave a diſtin remembrance to Po 


ſterity. | 
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Ireful |Þ.—— — 


oe ESSAY LXXIV. 


NCEn- 


1ento | | 
cc Ruth was ſeveral ways ecclips'd 


, ſee- and interrupted ; frl(t through 
iciosonorance of Public Affairs, now 
Ith Klnannag*d by a few ; then by rhe 
Yy ontagious Juſt of Adulation, or elſe 
ater ÞY the general hatred of thoſe that 
thoſe [vere in Power. So that what be- 
Jeath, [een thoſe that were Diſguſted, 
ut tdfind thoſe that were Obnoxtous, there 
ntatrJſyas no care taken of Poſterity. 
: 5 ut *tis eaſfie for thee to diſcry and 
a ward off the Flatteries of a Hiſfori- 
000 3 tho? Detraction and Envy are 
' their ſeard with willing Ears. For there 
7 like- (8a krind'of reſemblance bet ween the 

toPo foul Crime of 'Servility and Adlula- 
ion, but in Malignity, there ſcems 
b be ſome ſimilitude of Liberty, 
We cannot deny our Preterment 
Þegun by Veſpaſtan, augmented by 
Iiberins , and farcher advanc'd by 
Domitian ; but they that pretend 
ro 
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to an inviolaze Fidelity, mult neye 
be tway'd by the Aﬀections either of 
Love or Hatred. in 


Truth, Says D'Ablancourt, was cloudd|M 
and obſcur d through ignorance of Publ 
Affairs, wherein few were concern'd; aul|% 
ſophiſticated exther by Flattery or Hatred [08 
The Hiſtorians took no care of Poſterin,[0f 
minding only their Revenge or their Prefer 
ment. But tho) Flattery and Obluquie ba 
equally diſguiſe the, Truth, it is more eaſt fo 
for a Man to ſecure himſelf from the on R 
which ts odions to all the World, then fron th 
the other, which deceives us under the fall of 
ſhew of Liberty. *Tis true, I owe the fu 
riſe of my Fortune to Veſpaſian, and th of 
progreſs of my Advancement to his Childrmnf ] 
But when a Man once goes about to write 
Hiſtory,he muſt forget Favours as well as Inf 
juries. Wherein D'Ablancourt miſtakes th 
words of Tacitus, who ſays no ſuch thingſ** 
but only that no Hiſtorian ſhould ſuffer hinſ* 
ſelf to be byaſs'd, either by his Love or | 
his Hatred. , 


Were it abſolutely neceſſary for a Hl F 
ſtorian to underſtand not only the Eventy 
of things, but alto the Reaſon q 

Cauks 
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ond Cauſes which produc'd thoſe Events ; it 
{would be impoſlible for any Man to be a 
1 A] oood Hiſtorian, that never bad any ſhare 
in the mannagement of Public Afairs, 
for the Succeſs and Events of things are 
/oud{ known to all the World, but the Mo- 
Pybliz|tives » the Intereſts , the Accidents, the 
. anl Prings» that enliven'd, mov'd, and mar- 
utre41nagd thoſe Affairs, and were the Cauſes 
Zerin,jof their proſperous accompliſhments or 
;efr-(piſcarriage, are only known to the Con- 
« byjItrivers and Artificers themſelves. And 
- eafy(for that Reaſon it is, that Hiſtorians of 
he Republics have more advantage to write 
2 fraſ#he Truth of things, then the SubjeQts 
e {al of Soveraign Monarchs: Where the Sc- 
pe fifſpiet lies lockt up in the Breaſt or Cabiner 
1nd rpf the Prince, ſo that they may be well 
i/drJalld ſtrangers to the Government. 
"rite. The ſecond thing which diſguiſes and 
! a; j(bfigures Aiſtory 1s Flattery , which in - 
ker thRepublics is but little praQtiz'd, where 
thing Nrvility Is incompatible with Equality : 
y hjyJBut 1s of . abſolute uſe in Monarchies, 
- or jfjyhere It is hard to attain to Honours and 
Timployments, or long to enjoy 'em, but 
y yaining the favour of the Ruling So- 
- a ſaign, by the cuſtomary and uſual ways 
Event o Aſſentation and Obſequiouſneſs, 


n and 
Cauks H The 
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The third Rock that Shipwracs Truth, I 
is Hatred ; which takes place of Flat- | 
tery, after the Deceaſe of the Prince, |% 
So long as Tiberins, Caligula , Claudius 
and Nero Reign'd, ſays Tacitus, Fear dif. 
guis'd and ecclips'd the Truth , but folic 
ſoon as they were Dead, Hatred pub- 
Iiſh'd with aggravations , what Fears jy 
 ſuppreſs'd before. Whence we may in-{r: 
fer, that the Hiſtories of bad Princes, fi 
are never faithfully Written, neitherh 
when they are Alive, as being dreaded fht 
then ; nor after their Deceaſe, when Ca-þ 
Inmny takes her full ſwinge to diſgrace i 
their Memories. When Princes are ha] 
ted, men are willing to believe whatever] 
' Is reported of ?em, tho' never ſo hainousþ 
and horrid; nay, many things too, 
which are altogether impoſiible. Anda 


ver to prefer vulgar Reports and Taksſte 
Incredible, tho' greedily ſwallow'd, be-þf1 
fore plain and downright Truths , notÞa 
yet corrupted into miracle. There arehh 
ſome Hiſtorians that ſeem to have n0þ ! 
other deſign, then to abuſe Poſterity,ſkry 
tranſmitting to ſuture Ages, Things notÞifi 
to be believ'd. Ard ſome Perſons thereſri 
are, ſo unjuſt and empty in their Judge! 
ments, 


\ 
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ruth, Inents, 'that no Hiſtories will pleaſe their 
Flat- [\ppetite , but ſuch' as are ſtufffd with 
Ince. IFandals - and Abſurdities. And this 
1dius, yroneneſs of the one to Credulity, and 
r dif. ofthe other to Falſhood it is, which is the 
ut ſo ſiccaſion that all Aﬀairs of Importance 
pub- re communicated to our underſtandings, ' 
Fears nite otherwiſe then as they were really 
y in-franſated. Add to this, that many 
nces, fimes they who have been the mannagers 
ther bf theſe Affairs, and encourage the Au- 
zaded Fhor of the Story, having ſometimes 
n C&fited by the ſway of bad Principles, fur- 
gra hihh the Writer with Memorials, ſo far 
tom diſcovering the real Truth, that 
ley rather ſlifle 1t in thoſe politic Am- 
euities , from whence It Is impoſlible 
Ditinvelop it. Whence 1t comes to 
xs, that the Hiſtorians themſelves be- 
leliretig firſt deceiv'd , the Reputation of 
S, Ne-Feir Ficlelity ſerves only to delude .0- 
TalsFfters. Morcover the ſeverity of Hiſtory 
d, be-Þſuch, as not to ſuffer that her Authors 
Þould diſcover the leaſt reſentment of ' 
ries or Favours; She would be ſhown 
Þ the World without Hatred or Flat- 
ry ; without Fear or Hope; without 
2s notfin'd Snbtlety or AﬀeCtation 3 not to 
thereriticiſe, bur to Inftru&t; nor to kindle 
[udge-! i 3 any 
nents; 
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any hatred againſt the men themſelyes ſk 


bur a deteſtation of their Vices. th 
h 

WY _ —| 
ESSAY. IxXXv. Þ 

Wl 


A felicity of the Times but rareſt 

ly known, when it was lawſ! 
tulro think what ever thou would 
and what thy Thoughts were, thok Wy 
to utter freely. 


Says D*Ablancourt, 4 Subje& more 4 

le and leſs Thornie,upon which a Man might 
fearleſs mter whatſoere he thought , whil 
was 0 ſmall Happineſs. þ 
Court Flatterers obſerve this for a ce " 
tain Maxime, Never to ſpeak what thi u 
think, but always to ſpeak what they ng** 
ver think, or at leaſt never intend. AnQ#1 
thence it is, that Princes being acafh' 
ſtom'd to underſtand 'em, thoſe Perſonf{e( 
that are Sincere and Real-hearted, aJy; 
at a Nonplus how to pleaſe their Hu N: 
mours, and by conſequence. to make thelſ , 
Fortunes, Beſides, *tis no ſuch Errow" 
1n Princes, as generally the Comme [Mi 
elicve 
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elves, felieve, not always to favour and eſteem 
thoſe Perſons, who freely and frankly 
peak their own Thoughts. For beſides, 
—— \ihat freedom of Speech ' approaches too 
tear forbidden Licence, it is alſo no leſs 
abject to heighten into Imprudent Zeal, 
jbich frequently leaves behind moſt mor- 
raredtal ſtings in the nice Breaſts of Princes. 
lawſhe fimiplicity of the Dove at Court fig- 
1148 {1ifes nothing, if it be not manag'd by 
thoſ the wiſdorn of the Serperr. | 


—___ 


'e AM "Ip 'B S:S2A Y' LAXVI 

muynpic! 

mi4TYRoſperity and Succeſs, with 
$' - ſharper Probes, explore the 
[Minds of Men ; for Miſeries are en- 
bo h dur'd, but we are'corrupted by Felt- 
ey wt. Thou perhaps wilr retain thy 
fidelity, thy Liberty , thy Friend- 
 acafſhip, the chiefeit bleflings and per- 
erſoffeftions of the Mind ; but others 
Ny wil endeavour to vitiate thy good 
G che Nature' by their Flatteries. Adulati- 
error} 00; and 'glozing Sycophantries, the 
n forſmoſt pernicious poylon of a vertuous 


elicre H 3 Incli- 


I5o The ModernConrtter. 
Inclination,while every one ſeeks his 
own Profit and Intereit, will break 
in upon thee. Thou and I diſcourſe | 
this day together with Sincerity and|,. 
Cordial Integrity, others more wil-|; 
lngly addreſs themſelves to our For: 
tune then to us. For to perſuade a 
Prince to what it behoves him todo, 

i5 a task of great difficulty. But toP' 
Hatter any Prince, there's no Aﬀe. hr, 
ction requir'd, To be Begotten or 
Deſcend from Princes is meerly Fi. 
ctitious, nor is valu'd any farther, 
Nero will be allo always wiſh'd forÞ 
by the wortt of Men;however 1t'muf Þ: 
be both Our Cares, that he be not |* 
wilh'd for by the Good and. Vertu þ; 
ous. But this is not a time to infiſt 
longer upon Admonitions. * The 
moſt profitable and the ſhorteſt Me- 
thod in the regulation of thy Ad: Þ 
Ons, is to conſider what thou wouldſt 
require, and what not, from ano- |, 
ther Prince, For thou art. now-to þ, 
Govern a People that will not brook [i 
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C his 1n Abſolute Servitude, add will be 
reak [15 impatient of Abſolute Liberty. 


: Says D'Ablancourt, Proſperity has more 
per ful Incentives then Adverſity, for we 
luve way to the one and refiſt the other. 
(Which words are more obſcure ten the 
ext it ſeif.)Tho' thy Inclinations prompt thee - 
preſerve thy Vertne, they that have acceſs 
fy thee, will have ioft the:r own. ( Which 
quite contrary to the ſenſe of T acitrs, ) 
here 1s nothing ſo taſie as Complaiſaace, 


n 1,4 therefore ail a1en irc ready to make uſe 
y Fl if it. But there are few Perſuns ihat ad- 


iſe Princes what ihey ought to do, becauſe it 
ta Task of too great difficulty. ( Here al- 
IÞis the ſenſe of Taciras again miſtaken. ) 
1 by Fortune that Men are born Sovereign 
rinces, (Here again Tacitus expreſles 
fimſelf more at large.) Only, Do - thou 

arn that the ſhorteſt way to Govern well, is 
conſider what is to be Approv'd, and what 
undemn'd in other Princes ; 'to avoid the 
r, and follow the example of the other. 
Which latter words are ſuperfluous.) Ne- 
were more Noble , nor more Univerſal 
monitions given to Princes, to guard them- 
kemſelves from the contagion of Flattery. 
' [ffrre they are warr'd, that Proſperity runs 
an: |m headlong into more Imnieties then Adver- 


H 4 ſity; 
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for that it uſually plunges *em into all man- | 
aer of Luxury, and all that Tacitus calls |; 
the Licence of Regality. Which was the |y 
Reaſon of that Saying of Tiberius himſelf, 
That the more Puiſſant he was, the morein|(þ 
danger he was of Falling ; and that he could |þu 
not have his Authority, without Diminiſhing | 
the Law. « 


Thus what Galba ſays to P:ſo, that the fc 
obſequious ReſpeCt which all men would [by 
Pay to his Perſon would corrupt his Ver- |: 
Tue, Is a wholeſom Admonition which he [a 
gives to all Princes, not to confide in the | 
conſtancy of their own Reſolutions, not | 
in their natural inclination to Juſtice, in [ts 
regard that if they bow their Ears to pr 
their Flatterers, Adulation by vertue of in 
her alluring Blandiſhments, will glide at ffar 
length through the Ears into the Heatt,[/ 
ard tear from thence all Shame, all M6-J0þ 
deration, Docility, Gratitude , Clemetr [Co 
cy, and all other Vertues whatever tliat [the 
harbours there. Jezeray gives us a I& [lo 
markable Example of this, in the Perſon |? 
of Henry Ill. His Reign, ſaith he It his |?r 
Life, might be call'd the keign of Favorites Ini 
( and conſequently of Flatterers) thy 
brought to perfeftion their Deſign, and abſt |ul 
lutely Enervated whatever he had of cr Ing 


ſtant 


into all Voluptuouſneſs. 


The Modern Conrtier. 


15 4 | 
hant Reſolution, and at length difſolv/d him 


And that they might 
wſeſs him wholly to themſelves, they per ſua- 
ted him not to ſhew himſelf ſo frequently and 
ſo publicly ro his Subjefts as his Predeceſſors 


lhad done, but to keep bimſelf reſery'd and 


doſe Irhe the Eaſtern Monarchs, or if he did 
t any time appear among 'em, that it. ſhould 
he with all the dazling Pomp and Magnifi- 
cence 171aginable, or elſe to let *em know him 
by the Abſoluteneſs of his Commands ; but 
above all, to break, the Neck, of that Cuſtom 
among the French of making Remonſtrances, 
gud to make *em underſtand that there was no 
aher Juſtice but his Will, (For according 
to the Dictates of Flattery , *tis but a 
precarious Reign, and an Acquieſcence in 
lngle Authority, which extends it ſelf no. 
farther, then only Things permitted. ) 
With theſe Flatteries they rais'd him to a high. 


Opinion of himſelf, and filld him with a 


Conceit, that he was the Greateſt Prince in 
the World : That all the Politics of his very, 
louth, were after-picces; and that all the 
Prudence of the moſt Cunning Artiſts in that. 


[Profeſſion, was but meer Ignorance in compa- 


riſen of his. 

Nor is there any Prince whatever, to- 
nhom at leaſt ſome of their Flatterers do 
wt ſay as much :. A ſufficient demonſtra- 
H 5 tion 
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tion that they ſpeak not to the Perſon, 
but the Fortune of the Prince, which is c 
the ſole object of their Adorations. As 

for the advantage of being born a Prince, , 
Galba tells P:ſo 'twas only an accident of 
Fortune, to let him underſtand, that it 
was not an Honour to be ſo highly gle 
ry'd in by Princes, as being that which}, 
they receiv'd from another, and was no] 
Honour to 'em farther, then they gave it 
Iuſtre by the brightneſs of their own 
Vertue. They that told Nero he needed 
no other Rule whereby to govern himſelf 
then the Examples of his Anceſtors, 4 
while they Flatter'd him with the greatſy. 
neſs of his Birth, did but give him ay; 
oblique hint, that having Auguſtus for 
his Great Grand-father, and Germanicw 
for his Grand- father, it beſt became hin, 
to derive his Glory from the Imitation}, 
of thoſe two Perſons ; For it 1s not No; 
bility of Extraction that makes a Prince|,: 
Caligula, Claudius, and Nero , were al 


ra 
on that makes an Emperour ; but on the Wi, 


contrary 'tis rather a Burthen, which on-1,q 
ly ſerves to diſplay the Weakneſs of the, 


Prince, and by conſequence to _ 
1M 
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. [him Contemptible, when he is found-to - 
rin, [he incapable of Government. Witneſs 
Ich Is Galba, who when he came to the Em- 
0 pire, through his want of Parts, loſt all 
ING Ithe Reputation which he had, acquir'd, 
nt off vile he was only Governour of a Pro- 
nat It vince; whom all Men would have judg'd 
/ 810-[ oſt fit for the Imperial Dignity, unleſs 
NOLA he had Reign'd. 
* 9]. A Prince therefore is never to be ac- 
compted a Great Prince, unleſs the glo- 
77 of his Merit be equal to thoſe of his 
fortune. Hiſtorians, ſays datchiavet, 
rve greater Applauſes to Hiero of Syra- 
wſe, while he was but as yet a private 
ferſon , then to Perſeus, when he was 
c King of Maceden; for that Fiero wanted 
Ih othing but a Kingdom to be a Prince, 
*Iyhereas the other kad nothing in him of 
iKing,but his Kingdom. An Argument, 
that Poſterity confiders neither Royal 
birth, nor Royalty it ſelf, as not deſer- 
lng its Efteem, but how the Prince -me- 
2d his Affairs, and carry'd himſelf in 
b high ard difficult an Employment. 
ind in this ſenſe it wos, that Tiberius 
ray'd the Gols to grant him a quiet 
, Mind to the end of his Life, and ll ne- 
_ elary Underſtanding of the Law of 
f tie bod and Man, that after his Deceaſe, his 
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Name and his Aftions might be Honour 
with the remembrance and approbation 
of all his Subjefts. Obſerve by the way, 
that in the ſame place he tells the Senate, 
how highly Honour'd ſhould he deem 


himſelf, if Poſterity do him but that Ju 


ſtice to acknowledge him for a Prince} 
worthy his Anceſtors, Vigilant, Reſolute| 


in Dangers, and Zealous for the Public: 
Welfare, fearleſs of Envy or Hatred, 
To inform thoſe who are Born Princes, 
that it ought to be their chiefeft Ambi 
tion to ſhew themſelves worthy of their 
Iluſtrious ExtraCtion, in performing glo-J 
rious Actions, deſerving the Remen- 
brance of all ſucceeding Ages. And this 
was that which Otavins himſelf con 
firm'd, when his Mother and his Father 
in Law diſſuading him, to acknowledge 
himſelf Heir to 7Jal:us Ceſar, he rejected 
their Counſel, affirming , ?twould: be a 
ſhame for him to think himſelf above 1 
Fortune that Ce/ar thought him worthy] 
of: To whoſe Opinion he would rather 
ſtand then theirs, who underftood not 
his Worth. But to return to Galba. 
Nero, ſaid he, will be always lamented 
and wiſh'd for by the Wicked ; but It 


: Pg 


muſt be our Duty ſo to behave our ſelves 


that good Men too, may have no reaſon 
t0 


our'd 
ation 
Way, 
Nate, 
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to lament his loſs ; which certainly they 
will do , if we prove no better then He. 
This is an Admonition ſo much the more 
neceſſary for Princes, in regard that Flat- 
terers, by applauding their Actions 
whether good or bad, and by infuſing a 


Conceit into their minds, that they ſur- 
paſs all their Predeceflors , make. 'em 


ſometimes worſe then they , whoſe me- 
mories are become moſt odious. ?Tis a 


burdenſom thing to ſucceed a Vertuous 
Prince, ſays Plzzy 1n his Paregyric, in re- 


ard it is a difficult labour to gain that 
Which 
was the Reaſon that the younger Pliny 
told T7ajan, that no Body would covet 
to Succeed him , becauſe no Body could 
preſume to equal him. But it is no leſs 
dangerous to ſucceed a bad Prince; for 
inſtead of this happy Effet , that the 
vertue of a Predeceſſor ſhould ſerve to 
enflame the Emulation of him that fuc- 
ceeds, it happens that while he fears to 


| be deſpis'd or hated upon the negle@& of 


his Duty, the Vices of the Predeceſſor 
ſeem to authorite, or at leaſt excuſe the 
the miſcarriages of the ſucceeding Prince. 
Whence it happens that the latter, not 


{clyes 
caſon; 
t0 


on to upbraid his Liberties, and check 
-— = 


having any recent Example of moderati- 
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his Irregularities, he throws of his Mak 
and abandons himſelf to all manner of 
Luxury and Implety, inſomuch that his 


Predeceſlor, though he had been very in- 
ordinate, is many times recall'd again in 


wiſhes for a good Prince. Thus the loſs. 


of Tiberius was bewail'd in the Reignof 
Caligula, Caligula in the Reign of Nero, 
and Nero in the Reign 'of Domztins : $ 
true it is, that wickedneſs finds out new 
Rivals every day, eſpecially among bad 
Princes, that ſuffer themſelves to be gui- 
ded by their Flatterers ; that bad Exam- 
ples can never ſtop their career, when 
'once they have begun; but that when once 
they are ſtray*d out of the high.Road;they 
never itop till they precipitate themſelves 
into an Abyſs of all Diſorders. | 
Laſtly, ſays Galba, if thou wouldſt 
know in ſhort, what method 1s moſt pro- 
per to gain the Eſteem and Love of the 
People over which thou art to Rule, call 
to thy remembrance whatever has been 
, applauded or condemn'd in the Princes 


that have Reign'd in thy time, and then | 


do thou of thy own accord, as formerly 
AMecenas advisd Anguſins, ſo ma- 
nage the conduCt of thy Rule, as thou 
wouldſt expect another Prince ſhould do, 
wert thou a Subject to the ſame _ 

c 


w; 
ij 
le 
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The Younger Pl;»y commends Trajan for 
tis obſervance of this Precept. Long haſt 
thou 112? d - among us (ſaid he) and ventur d 
mth as through the ſame danger, and thereby 


thou giv ſt us an apparent demonſtration, that 


[thou art not forgetful of the Wiſhes and Com- 


laints which thou weret wont to make among 
w, for in thy Sovereignty doſt thou fulfil, 
pbatever thou aidſt once deſire ſo ardently, 
hen a private Subject , only with this 
difference, that thou art more benign and 
dement toward us, ther thou didſt then deſire 
the Prince ſhould be moderate toward thy Self. 
And thence, whereas before we wiſht for no 
aher bappineſs, then ro have a Prince but 
ſomewhat better then the worſt of all that ever 
ve bad (ſpeaking of Domitian) we are now, 
ly thy means, become ſo nice and difficult, 


ibat we cannot endure any other then the Beſt 
if Emperors. 

And in ſeveral other parts of the ſame 
Pnegyric, Thon mak'ſt the choice of thy 
Friends , among the moft Vertuous; and 
ruly it is but juſt, that they ſhould be belov'd 


| Iva good, who have been hated by a wicked 


Prince. Thou know?ſ# the difference between 
Domination & Supreme Rule,whichis the rea- 
ſom that they who are now moſt acceptable to 
the Prince, have the greateſt Antipathy to 2 


Tyranical Maſter. Thou know'(t, that there 


Can 
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can be no Power ſo preat conferr'd on any 
ſengle Perſon, but that Liberty ſtill is more 
deſirable then Maſterleſs Superiority. Aud 
yer ſo far art thou from triumphing over ow 
Patience, that thy Triumphs are only 0 
the pride of wicked Princes. Thou lf 
among us like a Father with his Children; | 
'Tis lawfull to approach thy preſence, to ac+ 

company, and ſpeak to thee, Nor 15 it thy 


Pride that puts a concluſion to the Diſcourſe, el 


but a modeſt (hame and fear of being too im- 
portunate. Thou Govern'ſt us, and we Obey, 
but yet no othewiſe then we Obey the Lams, 
Thou haſt barr*d up the paſſage to thy Ear 
againſt greedy Sycophants, who excited thy 
Predeceſſors to nothing but Rapine and Violence, 
And now there being no ſuch Prince that will 
afford a ready Ear to pernicious Counſels, 
there are none that now will undertake to give 
it. Inſomuch that being highly obligd toÞ 
Thee, for the Integrity of thy Aſanners, me 
are yet more engag'd tothy Vertues, forthe 
amendment of our own, which the Servility of 
former Times had ſo horribly perverted. 
So powerful is the Example of a Vertuovs 
Prince, whether out of that veneration [6 
which all Men pay him,or the defire which | 
we have to pleaſe him in our Imitation. 


ES: 
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And ESSAY LXXVIL 


fre # PF Oration was modeſt and 

1 civil; nor did he want the Fa- 
our of the Father's ; many out of 
ure good will and affection ; more 
hemently they that leaſt deſired it; 
e Middle ſort, and ther Moderate 
rty were the moſt, all meditating 
ate Intereſt, while obviouſly ob- 
Juious without Care of the Public, 


—__—__—_.. 


al Says D*Ablancourt ; Piſo's Oration was 
ſels, pry modeZ?, and receiv'd with applauſe by 
rive Wt Flattery of ſome, and the Aﬀettion of 


ters. They who had the lea#t deſire, reſti- 
'd the mot, and every one ſuffer d himſelf 


= 

the (be buſy'd by his particular IntereFt, without 
y of [#y Care of the Republic. | 
ted. ' | 

ons | A new Prince always occaſions the 
ion ſfrowth of new Intereſts, new ExpeCta- 
ich Jftlons, and new Sycophants. And Flat- 


tery was the more exceſſive toward P:/o, 
nhile every one believ*d that Sycophan- 


$. Itry could not chooſe but be acceptable to 
| a 


ene, 
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a Perſon who had always been the Mark 
of Adverſe Fortune. . For there is nothing 
ſo lulling to the Sences, as to be Flatter'd, 
Careſs'd and Honour'd, after a Man has 
been along time Unfortunate. And for 
that reaſon it was that Galb-, putting 
him in mind of his former condition, H:- 
therto (ſaid he) thou ha#t only experimented 


the Cruelties of Fortune ; now ſhe begins to. 
look. upon thee with a favourable Eye : Han-l 


ever be ſure to ſtand upon thy Guard, for itis 


more eaſe conftantly to undergo Adverſay,as], 


thou hast done, then to reſi5t Allurements of 


Proſperity, ſo ingenious in depraving our In-Þ 
*Tis not to be queStion d but that 
. thou art a Perſon of great Vertne, but if once 


clinations. 


thou giv admiſion to Flattery, ſhe will ſun 
impair thy Vertue. Theſe and ſuch like 


wereGalba's Expreſſions (ſays Tacitus) to 


Piſo, as to a Private Perſon, whom he 


fla 


of 
inc 
on] 


— 


was about to make an Abſolute Prince, ÞW 


but all the reſt he ſpoke as to a Prince al- 


readyEnthron'd.Tolet us underſtand that I, 
Galba ſpoke to the Perſon of the Prince, |, 


whereas Sycophants make their Addreſſes 


only to his Fortune : That the firſt Ad- 


moniſh'd him, as a Father and a Prince 


but that others Flatter'd him, as the Per- jj 
| ſon that already was their Lord and Mz- | 


ſter ; That Subjects are only capable of 


Flattery, ® 
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Mark ſyattery,becauſe they only ſeek to pleaſe 3 
thing ſyhereas the Prince who makes his Choic® 
ter fa Succeſſor, beſpeaks him cordially and 
n a (ocerely, and gives him no other then 
1 forkly the beſt of Counſel. 


tting | 

, Hs THIS 

wal ESSAY LVXXIIL 

wp HE moſt Favour'd of his en- 
ra; franchiz'd Slaves, and other 
1 of fervants, laid before him the Pomp 
w I-hf Nero's Court, his Luxury , his 
tht dulteries, his Divorces, and ince- 
/ oe ous  Wedlocks , and all thoſe 
{jenhter Pleaſures of Imperial Reign, 


which he thirſtd after; and which 
he had the Courage, were his 
wn ; but if he trifled away his Op- 
rtunity, would be another's. 


His principal Dome#tics, (ſays D* Ablan- 
bud Licence of Princes, and to upbraid him 
etly, for abandoning to another , that 


ch was in his power to ſeize as his own. 


. Thus 


rt ) ceas d not to lay before him the Luxury 


' WOPWET 
98 
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Thus we ſee the gay Allurements that [yl 
Sycophants make uſe of to provoke: theſh; 
Appetites of Princes, and incenfe?*em to{h;y 
Luxury. '-Fhis is that which theyicalli| 
Releaſing Kings from the Subjetion of Wir, 
ſhip; but indeed ( ſays Mezeray ) Is thelden 
putting them beſide their Sences and theme 
Reaſon. Otho had ſpent his Youth in De-Jbv 
bauchery, and had inſinuated himſelf into]. 
NWero's Favour and Confidence, by the iffi:Ime 
tation of his Voluptuouſneſs.. and VitesJwh 
P:ſo, on the other ſide, had always W4hrat 
. a ſober Life, and without Scandal, butlha 
the ſeverity of his Manners, which'pleasl]ho 
Galba, diſpleas'dthe old''Court; whidhT] 
Ners had: accuſtom'd::to: honour a Voſer 
Inptuous Prince ,/ no leſs-'theh formen[y} 
ly they 'were. wont to reverence 4 Prixjad 
dent and Moderate Sovereign, There: 
fore it was that Otho, who was of tlifin; 
ſame temper with Nero, and as ſuch aoit;ÞPu 
deſird by all the Courtiers, was ſo bighlyFle 
encourag'd by his Domeltics, and Iispo 
Friends, to take Poſſeſſion of the Empire|T] 
For the looſer 2nd more extravagant ſofifce 
of Courtiers are afraid of nothing morvgas 
then a Vertuous and Vigilant Prince, ben 
cauſe their -Intereſt is incompatible witlf to 
his Duty. The young King (ſays Mex) A 
Yay, ſpeaking of Charles VIII.) was nath4 of 


rall 
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that July exclin'd to the rudy of Vertue, addifting 

: the ſhimſelf, as much as his lerſure would permit 
Im to ſhim to the reading of good Authors, and to 
call; |opver ſe with learned AMen. But the Syco= 
Varthhbant, to whoſe humour, a ſerious and pru- 
Is theldent Prince is a burthenſom Mater, before 
therlthe Year was ont, plung'd him again into the 
1 De-[lve of Toys, and Women. 

into]. 1 find moreover two or three things 
 1f-}more to be obſerv'd upon the Choice 
Vis Jwhich Galba made of P:/o to ſucceed him, 
liwd[rather then Ocho, who being thefirſt who 
, bithad declar'd himſelf for Galba, was in 
casdfhopes to have been adopted for his Son. 
whichIThe firſt is, that Galba rather choſe to 
a VoJexpoſe himſelf to Otho's Reſentment, to 
rmenuhom he was ſo highly oblig'd, then to 
 Prefadvance to the Empire a Perſon, who 
here-Jwas guilty of all ero's Vices z conſider- 
f tiffing, that would be of little benefit to the 
x0; [Publick-weal to have eſcap'd NVero's Yio- 
ighlyjflencies , ſhould it relapſe under the 
d hiefpower of his Companion in Debauchery. 
wire] The ſecond thing is, that Vertuous Prin; 
ces make it their chiefeſt Glory to chooſe 
Fa go0d Succeſſor z whereas a bad Prince 
endeavours to find a worſe then himſelf, 
bf to-the end he may be miſs'd, when gone. 
Auguftus (ſaid Galba to Piſo) made Choice 
natir| of a Succeſſor out of his own Family, but 1 
ral chooſe 
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chooſe mine out of the Commonwealth : Ny; [fh 
that I am deftitute either of Kindred or bic 
Friends, but becauſe of all my own and thine, Mts 
thou ſeem't to me moSF-worthy ts be the Heir (ſh 
of my Fortune, My Age permits me not to nf 
ao the Roman People any other kindneſs, but (he 
only to leave them a Vertuous Snceeſſor, 'But 
thou who art in the flower of thy Youth, haft | 
it within thy power to bleſs 'em with a Yer- 
tuous Prince and long Tranquility, The 
Younger Pl:ay tells us, that Nerva was ff: 
belov'd and lamented by all good Men; [fi 
for that he had made ſuch Proviſion, that I: 
no body ſhould have canſe to miſs him, þ 
and being a moſt worthy Prince himſelf, 
he was not afraid to make Choice of one ful 
that might exceed him: And in another 
Place he ſays, That a good Succeſſor is a þ 
moſt evident Mark of the Divinity of the hs 
Prince that makes the EleCtion. 
The laſt thing is, the difference be- þ 
tween the Advice which: Princes give'to Þ) 
their Succeſlors, and that which Syco- 
phants give to Princes. When a Prince Fit 
admoniſhes another, *tis his vſual cuſtom ſls 
to tell him, that Sovereignty is a weighty Þe 
Burthen, and a Condition above all others I 
moſt ſubjz& to the Capriccio's of Fortune: Ih 
That the Higher a man is exalted, the Þ 
more in danger he ſtands of the Tm 
| T hat 


hat Power is never truly ſecure, when 
xceſſive , and rarely longer permanent 
hen the Life of him that exerciſes it : 
bat there 1s nothing in the World fo 
nſtable, or ſo difficult to preſerve, as 
he Fame of Power that reſts not on its 
proper foundation, of Juſtice and Rea- 
hat Þn: That it is impoſſible for a Prince to 
Yer. now or aCt all things himſelf, and there- 
e fire had need of good Counſel and Afſi- 
Ince : That his Miniſters and He, tranſ- 
(ting unanimouſly together, the Public 
; Pairs will be better manag'd : That he 
Þght not to ſtudy Dominion over Slaves, 
ut equal Government over Children and 
Þbjects accuſtom'd to rational and not 
pblind Obedience : That Loyal Subjetts 
wer grudge to pay . Taxes or Impoliti- 
$0s, but ill brook the Violence, the Cru- 
ty and Avarice of the Officers : That a 
overnment cannot long ſubſfiſt between 
juſt Command and forc'd Obedience. 
do not Intereſt my ſelf, ſaid 7rberins, in 
ince ithe Choice of Edils, Pretors or Con- 
tom ils; ſomething greater and more ſublime 
-hty ÞexpeCted from a Prince ; nor do 1 make 
hers ik of Power, where I can a(t by Law. 
une: Then he goes on, that Liberality, when 
the Ficeſſive, proves pernicious, as forcing to 
ice: Tkpair by Injuſtice, what > 

| as 
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has diſſipated 3 That Clemency adyanjy, 
ces the Reputation of Princes ; and that | 
having all things at their Command, 
there remains nothing for them to defirg,. 
more, then only to Eternize their Happy 
Memories. Theſe are the Temples, tholdy, 
the Noble Statues, ſaid 7:berins, that þ . 
deſire to be erefted in your minds; fob 
as for thoſe that are built of Stone, ſhould” 
I deſerve the hatred of ſucceeding ! ob” 
they would be ſcorn'd, and ſoon defect f 
On the other ſide, Sycophants Infu 4 
Into the ears of Princes, that they ha to 
not only an Abſolute Power, but a : * 
verſal Underſtanding, and that their Subþ ; 
jects can pretend to nothing but only th 1 
Honour of a blind Obedience : That th&;: 
Will and Pleaſure of a Prince, is the Ruk i 
of Juſtice, and by conſequence, that a 
the Actions of Kings are Infallibly Juth. 
That a Prince who Governs according, | 
Laws, is only a Precarious Prince ; atk, 
that he who liſtens to the Advice of hy 
Counſel, is a Pupil: That all ways an 
means whatever which conduce to thi 
preſervation of Authority, are honeſt an 
lawful, provided they be ſucceſsful] 
That the Impov'riſhing of the Peopl 
and keeping the Nobility Low, are th 


main Pillars of Imperial Power. That 
Priyl 
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lvanyy wileges, Exemptions and Moderate 
 iToxes ſerve only to render the People 
andyintractable and mutinous ; whereas they 
delirg:re ſupple, ſubmiſs and yielding, when 
Pifthey have nothing to-loſe : That Luxury, 
Kdulteries, Revelling and choice of Wo- 
ren, are the Rewards of Principality : 
Mhat-it is of little importance to be be- 
"ord, but of great moment to be fear'd ; 
Wy] Fr that Fear is ſupported by the dread 
qa which never ceaſes ; but 


Fife. And Tm That Princes never 
xed take any care what Poſterity ſays of 
xm, as being no competent Judge of the 
Rach or Falſhood of thoſe that applaud 
$ diſcommend, ſince 'tis the Fate of Hi- 
Forians, to be always ſuſpeCted either of 
| queer or. Malice. 


170 The Modern Courtier. 


ESSAY LXXIS. It 


" | Hen from all Parts of the City,|p 

as Othonianus met Othonians, | 
ſome augmented the general Fears, th 
others minc'd the Truth, not thenſth 
refraining from their wonted Adulz-[ 
rion. 


th 

th 

ty 

of 

Says D'Ablancourt z People crouded toge- lt 
ther from all Parts of the City, ſome augmen- b 
ting the danger, others leſſening it as much, 
not forgetting their uſual Flattery even in 3 
that extremity, % 
Tr, 

the 

bef 


Otho was Proclaim®d Emperor, and 
Galba now no longer in Poſleſſion of tleh, 
Sovereignty ; nevertheleſs there wee 
ſome People that Flatter'd the Unfortth,. 
nate Prince, as if after he had loft they... 
Empire, he had ſomething of higher Ad- 
vantage to loſe. An evident proof, chat], 
Sycophants never can find in their heart - 
to ſpeak ſincerely to Princes; and tha s 
Princes are Flatter'd, becauſe 'tis the," 
Mode, without the leaſt apxiety for wn 

| £00 
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good or 11] ſucceſs: Sycophants never tell 
em any thing but what is grateful, tho? 
It be ne er {0 prejudicial. They who 
| ſooth'd up Galba at ſich a Conrjunfure 
ey when the preſervation of the [mperi ij 
IM} Dignity, and Nis Life lay yrs 
—""_—_ Is fe lay at ſtake, were 
1 much the more to blame, 11 revar 
ears, Ithey knew that Galb Bi ak 
aw. 2 frees 7alba was always delirous 
thenſthat the Truth ſhould be told him, as one 
Julz-|fhat dereſted Flattery ;, and'thar his Safe- 
ff then depended upon true Intelligence 
of the- imminent danger. But in ſhort, 
it is the Fate of Princes to be deluded, 
{een to 'the laſt minute of their Lives. 
hack = tells us, That after the French 
3 oſt the Caſtle of St. Angelo, between 
Paua and Milaine the molt prudent 
prnics (and - particularly Lewis de {3 
remouille ) were of opinion, that Francis 
be; Firſt ſhould raiſe his Siege, laying 
Vt fore him, That his Army Was waited a 
E- part more then he was made believe it 
4 ; that five thouſand Griſons had deſerted 
z- Hinder pretence of going to defend ther 
" that wn Country againtt the Milaneſes, who per- 
Be: beps ith: their connivance, had taken Cla- 
r tha na from them; and that the Enemies 
« the” » for want of Pay , world certain- 
"thei 4 than within fifteen days at far- 
Ilezr, Butt thoſe Reaſons were not of force 
| x2 . ſafficient 


r Ad- 


good 


172 The Modern Courtier. 
ſafficient to alter his Reſolutions. The Syco- 
phantries of his Favourites , over-rul'd the [| 
Counſels of his Experienc'd Captains. . And h 
that was the reaſon that his Enemies, net alt |" 
any longer to keep their Forces in a Body re- |" 
ſold to grove the King Battel ; who was a 
there taken Priſoner, together with the Chief |® 
Nobility of the Kingdom. $9 that it waz | 
held for Prophetical, what a Jeſter told 
the King, when he had concluded upon [/! 
the War of Jraly : Sir ( ſaid he) you” 
Counſellors ſeem to me, to be a company  [\. 
Fools, They ſay very true, that your My | 
JeFty ſhall enter Italy ; but they do not tel [® 
you how you ſhall get out again. 


p— —_——___—————— | —— I] 
E S.S-A-Y :IXXX. is 


Shall not boaſt of my; Nobility | 

or Moderation (ſaid P;ſo to:the 
Pretorians,) nor is there any nece- 
ſity for me .to diſpute my Vertuest |; 
competition with Ozho. , His Vices, [fc 
in which he only glories, ruin'd the|tin 
Empire, even then, -when he aQted|gr 
Nero's Friend. W- 


Says D'Ablancourt ; There was no need o 


fir | 
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fa him to urge his Vertues there, nor thoſe of 
his AnceFtors, in compariſon with Otho's 
vices, which had ruin'a the Empire, when he 
was 0 more then a private Perſon, But this 
toes not expreſs the ſenſe of Tacitus (Cum 
:micum Imperatinis Agecet) by which he 
flajnly gives us trounderſtand, that Otho was 
Nero's Confident, and the Pandar to his Plea- 
ſmes, and conſequently the cauſe of the Di/- 


[orders of his Reign. 


'\'To be a gocd Prince, *'tis' not ſuffi- 
cient for him to be only better then 
oe that has been very vicious. Otho' 
had liv'd a life- ſo licentious, while he 
was one of Nero's Courtiers, that Ps/o, 
whoſe Manners were without reproach, 
ould have thought himſelf diſhonour'd 
to have made a Parallel-between his De- 
frts, and Orho?s Vices, On the other 
ide, Sycophatits obſerve this method , 
that when a Prince ts guilty of thoſe Miſ- 
arriages which are abhorr'd by all the: 
World, they ſtill amuſe *em with ſRories' 
of the Vices of his Predeceſſors, or of 


Jfch and ſuch Princes living at the ſame 


time ; which they aggrayate to that de- 


free, that his own ſeem Peccadillo's and 


Trifles in  reſpeC&t of: their Enormities. 


/[Whence it comes to paſs, that inſtead of 
\kmendment , he grows Worſe. And 


E 3 there- 
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therefore if it were true that Comines |_ 
{poke thoſe words to Lewis XI,.whoſe Fa- 
vourite he was, which .he repeats in his 
Aecmoire , we may ſuſpect him to have 
been as much a Sycophant as. any of the 
Reſt. Too rent ronoroirg 
Comines, ſays Mezeray, reprefents him | 
extremely prudent in Aduerſiy, oa that peas | 
rrated to a Miracle into the Intereſts aid | 
Thoughts of Men, and then made a dex: 
trous ufe of. *'em to .his own engs,..ragipoly 
ſuſpitions and jealous of bis Power ; abſolute 
#n his Will ; Taexorable ;, a terrible Oppref; 
ſor of his, Subjects, and yet ore of "the beſt | 
Princes of bis Tame. - fe 14-90619 26 
Certainly the reſt, were then moſt hai 
nous Criminals, or -elle Comines was; 1 
great Sycophant. As for what P:/o aig; Ib 
that Ocho had a fnind to the Empire in the Ii 
Reign of YVero, whoſe chiefeſt-Confident II 
he had been, for three or four Years: tos }I 
gether., thereby we are inſtructed: that IP 
Sycophants ( for .Orho, while a private [bt 
Perſon, was his Crafts-maſter in; [that I 
goodly Calling) are the common Peſtsof 10 
Kingdoms, by reaſon of the pexniczois [li 
Counfſels which they infuſe inte the Ears I) 
of Princes, - which is the reaſon. that Zx I 
citus calls ?em the Corrupters of; GoverW- [| 
ment, and Pedagogues of Tyranny« ': j(0 
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wines | ___ —_ 

: Fa- 
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bave | 

' the OR was it. Judgment or 
[| VF Truth that ſway'd their Aﬀe- 
bm ions, but according to Cuſtom, 


Peivee 


. All 
Ax: 
"ngly 
ſolute 
Preſe 
beſt 


has 


1 licence of .Acclamation, and a habit 


of. Flattering any Perſon whatſo- 
wer. '... 


Says D'Ablancourt, *Tis neither Aﬀecti- 
im nor Fudgment, but Cuſtom and Flattery. 
far ſhort of the Author's ſenſe. | 


as; 2 
faid; 
n the 
dent 
$ £04 


There are very few Princes that are 
teloy?d, or indeed that can eſcape Irra- 
tonal and Bruitiſh Hate: But they are all 
flatter'd without exception. For that 
Hlattery never makes irs Addreſles to the 


that Iferſon, generally the Objects of it will, 
vate [int to their Fortune which is always a- 
'that Idor'd ; Galba was deſpis'd becauſe of his 
ſtsof 101d Age, and hated for his Severity, and 
ious [his Covetouſneſs : Nevertheleſs , both 
Ears [Yeople and Grandees could not forbear to 
Tx Iatter him, while they demanded Orh#s 
er life, and the Baniſhment of all his Ac- 
2. jcomplices, ſo long as they thought the 
E S- l 4 Con: 


3% —_ 
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Conſpiracy would be cruſh'd before it pot | 


to a head. And when the Report was 
ſpread abroad that Ortho was kill'd, they 
not only expreſs*d their Joy by public 
Acclamations and Congratulations, but 
a great number of the Knights and Senz- 
tors who thought Ortho dead, crouded to 
the Palace to Congratulate him, bemoan- 
ng their hard Fortune, that had reſcu'd 
Otho from their Revenge. An evident 
Example to teach us how little truſt or 
heed theres to be given to the fair words 
or ſervices of Sycophants, and how un- 
wary thoſe Princes are that put their 
Confidence on ſuch weak and failing Sup- 
port: They were therefore in the Right, 
who to encourage Flavins Salinus to take 
up Arms for his Brother Yeſpatian againſt 
. Fitellins, told him, that the People, who 
ſeem*d to love Y:itelins, would change 
both their Opinions and their Notes, 10 
toon as he ſhould declare himſelf; and 
that all the Flatteries, and Acclamations, 
which the Multitude hollow'd forth to 
V;tellius, would as loudly fill the Fire and 
Honour of Yeſpatian, ſo ſoon as they 
found the ſtrength of his Party. 


ES- 


(CI 
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ESSAY [LXXXIL 


F Menaces an undaunted Con- 
temner ; impenetrable to Flat- 
ery. 


Flattery and Fear. 


The- greateſt part of Princes make a 
much ſtouter Reliſtance againſt Fear then 
Flattery. ** For Menaces provoke: their 
Courage ; but Adulation poyſons the ve- 
r5 Mind, 'and depraves their Inclinations: 
Menaces waken 'em, ſoft and ſoothing 
Sycophantry Julls 'em aſleep. And they 
knd an ear the more willingly to their 
Sycophants, in regard that Complaiſance 
being one of the Properties of Love, they 
believe themſelves to be belov'd by thoſe 
that pleaſe their Humour. : Cabrera tells 
us, that Ph:lip the Second, King of Spar; 
iad a cuſtom to in 'terrupt his ge” es 
with this Expreſſion, Dex ad efſo, y 
ud lo que importa : Let this alone, and Sn 
ſomething to the purpoſe. 'Worts that 


become rhe Lips of all Princes, ro whom- 
7 g their 


Says D'Ablancourt; Invincible bath ts ** 
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their Sycophants never prattle other then 
what 1s either Prejudicial or Unprofita- 
ble. Beſides, that if Princes would not 
liſten to their Stories, but only to mat- 
ters of Importance, Flatterers woenld 
havelittle or nothing then to ſay. *? 


ESSAY [LXXXIII. 


LL throng'd in heaps to the 
/"\ Camp, got before the next, 
itrove to out-run the formoſt , up- 


braided Galba, extolPd the Soldiers 


Judgment, kils'd Orho's Hand ; and 
the greater their Difſimulation 


was, the more was the Puſtle and 


the Ceremony. 


Says D*Ablancourt, Every one made 
haſte before his Companion to get to the Camp, 
where the Cursd Galba, applauded the Sol 
diers, and kiſs d Otho's Fland, reaoubling 
their Careſſes, the more feign'd they were, 


What 1 have already obſerv'd in the 
IV. and LXXXI. Articles may ſerve for 


- an Explanation of this, and Gs 


_—_— 
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[ ſhall add no more then one ſingle Re- 
fleftion of Particulars, which is, That 
Flattery is for the moſt part attended 
by Treachery. For in regard that Syco- 
phants adore the Fortune only, not the 
Perſon of the Prince, they ſoon exchange 
their Perſon, when the Perſon exchanges 
once his Fortune. Witnels their Inve- 
(tives againſt Galba, meerly to reconcile 
themſelves to Orho, whoſe Life they had 
demanded but ſome few Hours before, 
for a Sacrifice to their fury. 50 that Ta- 
ctus might well ſay, that whoever had 
beheld thoſe Hurries, would never have 
believ'd but that they had been another 
Gang of People, and quite another Se- 
nate. Whichbrings to my remembrance: 


what a Roman Senator ſaid to Plancus, 
Who was Secretary to Antonius, WHO ac- 


cus'd his Maſter and his Benefa&tor of- 
ſeveral Crimes, after he had been one of 
his moſt obſequious Flatterers. Certain- 
ly, faid he, Antonius muſt have committed 
4 world of wicked . Actions, the day before 
thou left ft him, Tis It 1s with Syco- 
phants, while the Prince's Liberality and: 
Favours laſt, they Deific him; but when: 
he either grows weary of their Com- 
pany , or by any Misfortune to be de- 
priy'd of his Grandeur, they are the firſt: 


va. 


Auf. 
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to render and leave his Reputation. So 
true 2t 1s, that all ſorts of Friends never 
believe themſelves to beany way concern'd 
In Gratitude to thoſe who are in Adver- 
fity ; or that the Fidelity. of thoſe that 
have receiv'd the greateſt Fayours, is of 
any longer permanency then the good 
Fortune of their BenefaCtor. 


— 


ESSAY IXXXIV. 


8 HE Magpiſtrates contend to 

outvie. each other in Adula- 
tion : The Fathers flock in haſte to 
the Senate : The Tribuanitial Power : 
The Title of Auguſtus, and all the 
reſt of the Imperial Dignities, are 


. decreed Ortho; every one [triving to 


bury in Oblivion the ſcurrilous In- 
veCtives and opprobrious Language 
that had been promiſcuolly beſtowed 
upon his Reputation before. 


Says D'Ablancourt 3 The Pretor af- 
ſembPd the Senate, where the principal Men 
ſtrive to outvie each other in Submiſſion and 
Flattery.They bequeath Otho the Tribunitial 

Anthor uy, 


Ms 


Authority, the Title of Auguſtus, and all 
the re$t of the Imperial. Honours, in hopes he 
might forget the Afﬀfront and Injuries he had 
rery'd, 


Injuries done to Princes, are always 
repair*d by exceſs of Flatteries z and that 
ſj much the rather, becauſe that ſort of 
Reparation coſts the Sycophants nothing, 
who have neither Honour nor Shame to 
expend. And then again, the Dread 
which terrifie the Roman Grandees, leſt 
0:ho ſhould revenge their former Oblo- 
quies, and abuſive Scurrility, ſerves as a 
Document to Great Perſonages to keep 
within the bounds of Decency in ſeafon of 
Turbulency and. Diſorder, when the 
Common People let looſe the reigns of 


- |Vulgar Malice and Contempt. The Peo- 


ple are always exempted, by reaſon of 
their number. On the other ſide, the 
Nobility are always expos'd, by reaſon 
of their Wealth, which cauſes all their 
Words and ACtions to be narrowly 
ſcann'd and pry*d into. The People 


however are over-joy*d when ſuch Ring- 
kaders once abet, encourage and accom- 
pany their Inſolence : Tho' indeed, it 
ſhould be the confideration of Great Per- 
ſonages, that the Favour of the Mobile, 

are 
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are no ſhelter againſt a Prince's Reſent- | 
ment. For to lay a Foundation upon the Vice 


Multitudes (ſays Machiavil) is to build | 


upon the Maud. 


th. Y GDI XY 


— _— a \'» 


E'S'S A Y ILXXXV.. 


Irellius, among the more pru- 


Por 
onl! 


/ dent and ridgid ſort, was [fri 
thought to be a Man of a. poor and [Ih 


pitiful Spirit ; which his: Favourers 
calPd his Afﬀability and Mildnels, 
as being a Perſon that ſquander'd 


away his own, and was no leſs pro- 
fuſe of other Mens, without either | 


Moderation or Judgment : And thus 
they interpreted for Vertues, moſt 


Egregjous Vices, in greedy hopes to 


Command their Maſter. 


Says D'Ablancourtz; His readineſs to 
give away both his own and the Eſtates of 
other Men , without rule or meaſure, was 
lock*d upon as Liberality and Genorofity, tho 
they that cenſur'd more ſeverely , cad it 
his Weakneſs and Proatgality, 'But the F,'» 

| de [tre 


% 


' thav 


tot 


nt- 
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"5k of Dominion, made "em diſguiſe his 
the [ices under Vertuous Appellations. 


£ 
7 % 


Sycophants extol the Vices of Great 
Wen,becanſe it is their Intereſt to foment 


[nd cheriſh *em. So that if Princes had 
- liot their Vices,.. at what a loſs would 


fatterers be, who have only that Sally- 
Port open to creep Into their Favour, and 
mly that ſame ignominious means to pre- 
erve what they have .once attain'd ? 
The Younger Pliny ſays, that Princes. 
have no _need of Maſters to inſtruct %m,, 


\ [tobe wicked ; yet let *em be ne'er ſb bad, 


jet they learn many things whictr etfe 
they never would have thought of, had 


jnot Sycophants been their Tutors. Nor 
Is there any Vice to which a Prince may 
' e- prone, : which they more ſeduliouſly 
; Ikbour to foſter and cheriſh, then his Lyx- 


ry and his Prodigality, in regard they 
Ire Perſons that get the largeſt ſhare of 


' [tis Profuſions. Henry Il. of France, was 


me of the beſt Princes in the World, but 
Francis D'O, one of his principal Syco- 
Idants, and as an addition to the King's 
Misfortune, Szper-irtendent of his Exche- 
quer, made ſwift haſte to corrupt and 
itiate his good Nature. He was a Per- 
ſm ( ſays Dlozeray) entirely devoted to 


Lixury, 
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Luxury, who every day perſuaded the King 
to make new Editts, which were called Burſal, 
and to go to. the Parliament, by his Preſence 
fo force their Confirmation. And this wa; 


one of the chief Cauſes of the ruine of that 
Prince,by his lofing inſenſibly that Reſpeft and 
Aﬀettion which the People had for him : Nw 


did the Heads of the LEAGUE fail to 
make their advantage of it, by augmenting 
their Contempt and Averſion to his Perſon, 
To which the Inſolency of his Favourites did 
not a little contribute, who afted the parts of 
more then Sovereign Princes, and atspos d of 


 allthings with an abſolnte Will and Pleaſure, 


h—_ — — ___— 


—— . 
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ESSAY LXXXVI. 


\ Loud ſhout enſu'd and the Ac- 
clamations of the People no 

leſs unmoderate then diflembl'd : 
As it they had been pouring forth 
their Wiſhes for the Proſperity of 


Cefar the DifFator, or the Emperor || 


Auguſtss ; with equal ſtrife did they 
implore the Gods for the Proſperity 
of his Expedition ; not out of Fear 


or Love, but an inflam'd deſire of. |. 


Servitude. Says 


p 


Says D'Ablancourt ; The Oration was 
receiv'd with great applauſe, and attended 
by the feign'd and exceſſive Praiſes; as if 
they had been to honour the Departure of C#- 
far Auguſtus ; and this not for Fear or Aﬀe- 
Hon, but by the 1nſtinft of Cuſtom and Flat- 


Itery. 


I have obſerv'd in ſeveral places, that 
Flattery and Love are incompatible, and 
never makes its Addreſſes but only to the 
Fortune of Princes. So that altho' Ocho 
fell ſhort of Ceſar's Worth, or the Me- 
its of Auguſius, nevertheleſs the People 
pay'd him the ſame Honours which they 
rould have render'd'to either of Them, 
becauſe he was exalted to the ſame Dig- 


tity. For the People meaſure their Re- 


Prince, and not by his Credit and Repu- 
tation,. of which they are not capable to 
udge. They deſpis'd Galba, for that 
teing Old, his Reign could be of no long 
endurance. On the other ſide, Orhe, far 
Inferior to Galba for his Parts and Inte- 
prity, was reverenc'd becauſe his Youth 
promis'd a long Reign. 


E'5- 
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putation by the preſent Grandeur of the- 
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ESSAY. -LXXXVI. -+ 
T HO was deſirous of Battel : he: 


m 
Proculus the Captain of his Guards, b 
as being Perſons of little Experience [ye 
in, War urg'd him on; affuring him hee. 
that as Fortune, the Gods and 0trhv's [v1 
Genius were preſent at his Councils, [vc 
fo would they alſo affiſt his Enter- ® 
prifes: A piece of Flattery which Þ 
they made ule of, left any one {hould |; 
oppole their Advice. 


.. Otho (ſays D'Ablancourt) was wiling op 
to give Battel, ſeconded by his Brother, and 

the chief of the Pretoriun Courtiers, who [Fra 
ſpurr®dhim on for want of Experience, and |miſ 
cry'd out, That the Gods who. had- aſſiſted [The 
Otho n managing the Defign, wonld never \yev, 
abandon him in the execution of it ; adaing |nitl 
Flattery to Impatience, leſt any one ſhould pre- |Quy 
ſume to oppoſe 'em. : > {+20u 


There is no ſort of Flattery ſo bad, 


as that which precipitates a Prince to a ut 
Call: J -:! 
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- bh and over-haſty execution of a. De- 
ign,. where there can be no, miſcarriage 

*  (wice.,committed. In the moſt 'Impor- 


ant Aﬀairs of Private Perfons,-there is 
ways fome hope, or ſamething-oof laſt 
rmedy,. to which he may have recourſe 
bthat-a Man with the abſolute ruine of 

laflf, may try a ſecond Fortune; : But 
We lhe, Affairs: of Princes,- efpecially ſuch as 
1M kre-advanc'd: of a ſudden from a Private 
56s (Condition. to Abſolute Dominion , and 
ils, Jrhoſe unſtable Fortune is {till vpon the 
er- [ſotter, are ſubje& toſo many Accidents, 
(0 depend upon ſo many Circumſtances, 
[4 tat the ſmalleſt Error is enough: to un- 
7 inge the whole Frame'of'their Defigns 
for- ever. Hiſtory furniſhes us with a re- 
_ - [narkable Example of the:Fatality of Sy- 
"7 kophant - Advice in tlie Petſon of Francis 
wh e of 41jou,:Brother to Henry 111. of 
pho [France,. who loſk Flanders and Brabant by 
2d |niſcarrying in his Defigh upon Aztwerp. 
Hed They ,.: by whons he. was: more: particularly 
ur \overn'd (ſays AMezeray ) mere Perſons 
mg vithout Honour or Fidelity, among the reſt 
Quinſay his Secretary, 'Fervaques.,, and 
/ + [Aurilly b25'Sox 3n-Law, the Sort of a Serjeant 
f:La' Terte: zear. Blois, with his Playing 


el: 
2nd 


ds, 


d, ” the. Late, his Voice, his Dancing, and 
- uh other Effeminate Qualities, more m_ h 
31: J +: Or 


Conn rey 
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far the Aﬀeltion of a Young Lady, thei 4 - 
Great Prince, hadrais'd to the higheſt degrit |ys 
of his Maſter's Favour. Theſe Prople keeping | 0 
him ſtill at defiance with the Duke of Mont- | yi 
penſier, and other Men of Honour, ſphrrd|,,; 
bim on continually to make himſelf Maſter of \f, 
thoſe 'Towns and Places of which he promisd (rh, 
them the Government. For the Gounſels ej 
of Sycophants are always byaſsd. Ant lj, 
for that reaſon it is that all Princes, who |;,, 
lay the Foundations of great Deſigns, [z,, 
ought ſeriouſly to deliberate , whether |, 
their intended Enterpriſes will turn' toy; 
their Honour ,” and the Benefit of the |,,, 
Public z whether the Execution will be |, 
eaſe; or at leaſt, whether it be not be | 
yond their Strength and their Induſtry; 
and, whether they that.advize*em, have 
Courage and Fidelity renough to venture 
equal Dangers with :em and for 'em : For 
many. times they: happen to Engage 
themfelves in a War, of which they know 
not how to make- an Honourable end 
when they have begun it : In regard that |, 
if they repent , their coming fairly off |,, © 
is in the-power of another. Beſides that; ]z,, 
their own Authority leſſens, as the Re 
putation...'of . their. Generals encreaſes- 
T herefore Tiberius rather choſe to-termt ||, 
nate his Differencesby Treaty, _ by. 

rms z: 


The Modern Courtter, 289 
 Jarms3 and always conceal'd his Loſies 
# 4\npon the Frontiers of the Empire,becauſe 
74 ſhe would not be oblig'd to give the 
97 Command of : his Armiesto Perſons that 
Nt- [might find him work at home. There is 
rr'd | ot the fame equality of Proſperity and Adver- 
7 of h (ſaid Aucienus to Veſpatian) berween 
458 \Thee and Ae: For if we Vanquiſh, I ſhall 
fels enjoy 710 mnore Honour, then what thou wilt 

Cl the willing. to confer upon me, But if we fail 
"OO lin our Enterprize, we ſhall ſhare alike in our. 
SIS [MGsfortune, All Generals ſpeak the ſame 
her ſnords; but when once they become 
' O |yictors, they thange their Language , 
and many times their pretenſions are too 
gxceſlive, that their Victory would prove 
:Burthen to the Prince and State, ſhonld 


end |, 


7 Of y the full. Then as to the point of givin 

Bats |Barcel Nos Comines) Cole he i Tf; 7 
txpedient for him to conſider, before he ha- 
[zards bis Kingdom upon a Battel';, for the 
hſs of a ſmall mmber of Men, diſmays the 


C Our ages 
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..* Conrages of all the reſt beyond belief 5/ avi 


znſtead of terrifying the Enemy, begets aCoy- 


tempt of the: Eoſer.And ſome few lines atter, 


Let it 'be' how it will,: a Battel" loft; draw; 
a large. Train behindit, toithe prejudice-if 
whoever 3s. vanquiſhd. And in another 
place ( ſpeaking of Lewis XI.) The King, 
ſaid he, whatever could be ſaid or argidtn 
the contrary, was reſolvd he would not Fight, 
as being 'refolv'd not to venture the Fortune i 


a Battel. And. in' my Opinion, he to |if 
the: moſt prudent” courſe.-: To concluds, |- 


I ſhall only add one ſingle Reflexion more, 
and more remarkable: then the former, 
out of the ſame Comires, upon another 
uſual piece of Aqdulation which Flatterers 
daily: .infinuate. into the ears of Princes, 
that they ſhould rely upon their 6wn' good 


Fortune, and deſpiſe their Enemies.” A4| 
#otabe Example, ſays he, (ſpeaking of EvP 


ward 1V. King of England, who was driven 
out :of his *Kingdom in fifteen days;) for 
Printes to\take notice of,” who petena #0" bb 
always fexrlefs of their Enemies," ani bo dif 


dain aud: ſcorn an Armed. Foe; Tis thn; |» 


B; 
ta 
fe; 
!T 
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ana [But the wiſer ſort look upon thoſe Radomon- 
Cons [tadoes as meer Folly, ſince it is awertue to 
fer; [fear with Prudence, and provide againſt it. 
Yaw; | Tis a great Treaſure for a Prince to 
cel if have 2 Wiſe Man at his Elbow, provided 
ther |he believe him, and that he have permiſ- 
Cing, [ſon to tell bim the Truth. For no Perſon 
744 1s more likely to Ruine himſelf, then he 
ighe, [at lays aſide all Fear, his Security and 
vie of Confidence'being generally:the beginning 
took jof his Deſtruction. ; 


| —— 


mer] ESSAY LXXXVIIL. 
eres gmt and Proculus being OVEr- 


_ £4 rul'd in their Counſels, betook 
S [themſelves to the Prerogative of 
cx4[8eir Generalſhip. 

Fiven 


) fo | Says D'Ablancourt ,' They ſeeing that 
2g: aathey., were vanguiſh'd. by Reaſon, fled to the 
; dif Anthorivy and Commands of the Emperanr. 
y 141, Otha had in his. Army three, the maſt 
-64jr Prudent and moſt Experienc'd Captains 
+4'þ2 lof;; that... Age,  Suetorius. Panienus y  Annins 
Foyle Gallus, and; Marge. Ceiſus, who were. all 
11) three of .a jcontrary apinion'ito Titiar 


But and 
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and Proculns, That it was not the ſafef | fo 

courſe to giveVitellius Battel ; alledging | vi 
that -Vitellius had all the reaſon in the | 2! 
world to be deſirous of Combat , and | 4 
Ocho. to ſpin out the time in delay; for | 81 
that the:-Enemy had all the Force he could | 
make, as not being out of hopes of any | 
Succour from Gallia, that began already | 
to-totter ; nor could they expect any|['0 
Recruits from the Rhine, which would [0 
be then expos'd to the Incurſions of the [M1 
Barbarians, that his ſupplies out of Ey- Im 
land had the Seas to croſs, and an Enemy |*0 
to oppoſe 'em already ; that Spain had |f 
but few Soldiers. Thar G allia Narbonen« [lar 
ſis was ſufficiently Infeſted by Orho's Navy, [ic 
and had not yet forgot the misfortuneof j*'s 
their laſt Engagement: That the Army |[1 
_ of Yellius lay enclosd between the Po, |] 
and the Alpes, without any hopes of *Re- ["P 
lief by Sea, and could not ſubſiſt long in for 
a Country harraſs'd- as that had been, by fou 
the continual March of ſo many Legions; 1! 
that if they could but ſpin out the War [$91 
till Summer, the very change of the Cli-|[h 
mate would bring Diſeaſes among the [ut 
Germans, who were the moſt hardy Sol- fou 
diers among all the Yirellians z and that [tte 
many Armies, who have driven all before ut 
*em at firſt, had been forc*'d to __ Fit 

| ar 
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ng with. On the other ſide, that Ocho had 
he | flenty of all things ; that Pannonia, Moc 
nd | 42 Dalmatia, and all the Eaſt were at 
for | bis Devotion, with numerous Succours 3 
ag 12nd more thea all tbis, that he had Rome 
0y | his back, the Seat and Rudder of the 
dy | Fhole Empire z together wich the fa- 
your of the Senate, whoſe Majeſty had 
been always held in Veneration, tho” it 
might be for a time Ecclips'd ; that the 
Immenſe Treaſures which he had in his 
my |?olſeſſion, would ſoon render him Maſter 
had [of the whole ; in regard that Money was 
neg. [ar more prevalent in a Civil War, then 


avy; [ihe edge of the Sword ; that the Soldi-' : 
ers were accuſtom'd to the heats of 7taty : - 


160f 
rmy 


Bo. 
ke in fortif'd and Garriſons, which as he 
. by [und already by the Reſiſtance that Pla- 
ons547tia had made, would with no leſs Vi- 
War [four and Fidelity oppoſe the Enemy: 
, Cli-|That therefore his buſineſs was to ſpin 
- the out the War, or at leaſt to ſtay for the 
Sol- [fourteenth Legion, ſo highly eſteem'd for 
that Itheir Valour, together with the Forces 
efore \vut of oeſia, which were all expected 
jpate jithin a few days: That then Orho 

for K might 


That the River Po was a ſufficient ſtop to 


| |for want of meeting an Enemy to fight | 


mpead the farther march of the Enemy, 
ion which he had ſeveral Cities welt . 
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might again deliberate what he had to 
do, and if he thought it his wiſeſt courſe 
then to give Battel, he might do it much 
more to his Advantage”, with the Af 
filtance of that new Reinforcement. 
Theſe Reaſons were ſo Convincing, 
that neither Tit:anus nor Proculns had any 
thing to reply. But in regard that Orhy 
was ſo extreamly delirous of Battel, as 
one that was impatient of Languiſhing ſo 
long between Hope and Fear, both 7iti- 
anus and Proculas Flatter*d him to his De- 
ſtruction, by telling him, that all things 


would give way to his Fortune. A piece | 


of Sycophantiſm , that was one of the 
Principal Cavſes of his Ruine 3 whereas 
if they had liſten'd to the wholeſome 
Advice of Panlinus and his Collegues, 
Otho might have been perſuaded to have 
chang'd his Reſolution. But that which 
is here moſt obſervable 1 is this, that Pro- 
cilzs ( as It is the cuſtome of Favourites, 
and Sycophants) had not only a parti- 
cular Antipathy againſt thoſe three Gene- 


rals, to whom he was inferiour both in 


Provity and Underitanding , but made 
it bis buſineſs to Calumniate , the high 
Reputarion of Pazlinus, Celſus's vigour, 
and the accomplittd Experience of Gal- 
lus; 10 that being now ——_ 
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and ſuſpe&ed by their Soveraign, they 
were only Nominal Generals, whoſe un- 
happineſs and chief perplexity it was 
to fee their Prudence made a Cloak 
cover the Miſcarriages and Ignorance of 
others. A misfortune that happens too 
often in the Courts of Princes, that ſuf- 


ter .hemſelves to be made a Prey to the 
paſiions of their Favourites. 


— 


_—_—_— 


ES SA Y - EXXXBPG 


HE Death of 0:ho being 
KK known, the Senate preſently 
decreed him ail thoſe Honours that 
had been ſtuly'd in, the longeſt 
Retgns of Preceding Princes. A 
return of Thanks was alſo order'd 
to the German Armies,and Commil. 
loners were ſent 'likewiſe to Of- 


fictare. their Obſequious' Congratu- 
[ations.. * 


! 


Says D*Ablancourt, The Senate heap®d 
þ1zz the new Emperour all the Honours, which 
thers had obtain'd during along Reign, and 
rder'd Thanks to the Germany Legions, with 
& > 2 4 
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. a-Deputation to the Prince, to Congratulate 
his coming to the Imperial Crown, 


Here are three Things to be obſery'd. 
Firſt, That-upon the firſt intelligence of 
Otho's death, and that the Soldiers had 
ſworn Allegiance to Yirellias, at the In- 
ſtigation of the Governour of the City, 
the People Crown'd with Flowers and 
Lawrel Garlands, carry'd the Images of 
Galba round the Temples as it were in 
Proceſſion; and paſſing by the place 


where he had ſpilt his Blood, they cover'd | 


it with a Pyramid of Garlands, as it 
were to Erect him a Monument. Which 
was done to-blacken Orho's Memory, who 
had wreſted from him both the Empire 
and his Life 3 and; in Honour to Y:rellins, 
who ſeem'di-to- be the Avenger of his 
Death. 

The fecond Thing is, That when Ti- 
dings were brought to Rome of the Re- 
volt of the German Legions, and the Ele- 
Ction of Yitellius to the Empire, the Se- 
nate and People of Rome openly declar'd 
the Calamity. of the Commonwealth, 
which was fallen into the hands of two, 
the Vileſt and moſt Infamous Perſons 1n 
the World. Shall we repair to the 
Temples cry'd they , to offer bp our 

ray” 
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| themſelves, and ſo ſubje&t are they like 
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Prayers for Otho or Y:tellius? Certainly, I! | 
moſt Impious and Deteſtable will be our 1\. Ii 
Devotions, either for the one or the 0-. 
ther of thoſe two Rivals, of which two 
whoever proves the Victor, will be ſtill 
the worſer Nevertheleis the ſame Se- 
nate and People that Curs'd Orho and 
Vitcllins, as two Subjects fatally elefted bl. 
the Ruine of the Empire, now decreed i 


— 
a GEI__— 0—_— 
-- - _ — 
ERRneno ene —D— eER nn ce >——eoengs— on 


CLE CLIC _ = 
"Yy 


— OE 
——_ IM — = 

DEED IDE ID 
"_CEC_CT TT 


to YV;rell:us thoſe Honours which were ne- , 
ver givento Angi/tss himfelt Sc [trangely 
do Sycophanis and Flatterers differ from: 


” ———@S G———— es Bt 


—— 


Bulruſhes, to bend with every wind of 
the Court, 
A third Remark is this, That when 
the two Armies that had Proclaim'd theſe 
two Emperours, came to underſtand how | 
unfit they were to manage ſo high an Em- lh. 
ployment, and conſequently began to re- in | 
pent of the bad Choice they had made ſo if | 
much to their Diſhonour, preſently ſome I. 
time before Orho's death, they fell if 
to deliberate Conſiderations about a Re- | 
conciliation one among another, for the Ml; 
Eleftion of an Emperour to the general ſh 
Satisfaction , and to reſtore: Peace and \ ijk 
Concord to the Empire. For the Senate ll 
therefore to give] the German Legions 
thanks for the Choice which they had 
K 3 made. 
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made of Y;tellius, the Scorn and Con- 
tempt of Mankind, was one of the pooreſt 
and meaneſt Condeſcenſions imaginable. 
And thus you ſee there is nothing ſo vile 
and abject, which Flattery will not ſtoop 
'TO, 


Mm 


ESSAY XC. 


UT when the Army impor- 
| tun'd him to honour with the 
- Dignity of Knighthood his Enfran- 
chiz'd Yalſlal A4ſiaticus, he reprov'd 
their Immodeſt Flattery. 


Says D'Ablancourt ; But upon the requeſt 


of the Army, to make his Enfranchiz'd 
' Slave a Knight of Rome, he put a ſtop to 
their Flattery. _— | 


*'Tis one of the meaneſt and the loweſt 
condeſcenſions of Flatterers, to ſeek to 
ingratiate themſelves with the Prince, 
by ſoliciting the Intereſts and Aggran- 
dizcment of ſuch as they know to be their 
Favourites, tho*-Perſons of never ſo baſe 
an Extraction, without Merit or Honour. 
In the Fifty fourth and Fifty fifth Princt- 


. | pal- 
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pal Heads, we have diſcours'd at large of 
all the ſervile Flatteries, to which the 
Senate Noop'd, while they labor'd to 
heap up Honours upon the Enfranchiz'd 
Vaſſal of Clandinss, We Courted Satrius 
and Pomponius (ſaid a Roman Knight to 
Tiberius) and me held it for an ineſtimable 
Honour to be accounted then Enfranchiz'd 
Slaves and Porters to Sejanus. AMezerays 
reports, That the Carainal Chancellor 
de Birague, had a greater eſtcem for one| 
of ais Lacquies that was his Favonrite, then 
for all the Laws of the Kingdom: For it was 
tis ſaying, That he was not the Kingdoms, 
but the King's Chancellor, An Expreſſion 
becoming an /taliar Sycophant. As for 
Vitell;xs, we are to oblerve, that Ye 

C 


| he had refus'd to grant.this favour at* 


requeſt of his whole Army, which was to 
beſtow Gold: Rings upon Aſ/iatrers, and 
thereby to dignifie him with the Order of 
Roman Knighthood, yet he conferr'd the 
Honour upon him: afterwards-at'a great 


Banquet. So difficult a.thing." it is for 


Luxurious Princes to withſtand. the force 
of Flattery, and to guard themſelves from 
the inſinuating Artifices'of certainſmall 
Officers that creep into their favour by 
unwarrantable means, - as Aſiaticus did. 
Therefore it was the ſaying of the Youn- 
= K 4 ger 
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ger Pliny, That a Prince who preferrs 
mean and abjeCt People, can be no great 
Prince himſelf, And in another place he 
thus addreſſes himſel to Trajanr. Tho' thou 
beſtow'ſt the marks of thy favour upon thy 
Enfranchiz'd Vaſſals, yet they are no other 
then ſuch as are only convenient for their 
Quality. Thou forniſt *em ſo, and haſt ſuch 
an eye over em, that they dare nct preſume to 
meaſure themſelves by thine, but by their own 
Fortune. 


ESSAY XCI. 


Eing heard, they made ule of 
Juſtifications rather uſeful 
then ſeemly : For they acknowledg'd 
themſelves guilty of Treachery to 
' Ocho, of their own accords ; as if 
they had deſign'd the long march of 
the Army before the Battel, the Ti 
ring of the Orhoziars, and the Peſter- 
ing the Battalions with Carriages 
on purpoſe, and attributed to their 
own perfidiouſneſs ſeveral fortuitous 


Events, which only Chance produc'd. | 


There- 


Fe: + _ 
$ 


| court) had Audience, and defended them- 


| tors,. that is to ſay, they who to lngra- 
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Thereupon Y:zzellius ſeem?d to be- 
lieve their Perftidie, and abſolv'd- 
em from the Crime: of. forfeited Fi-- 
delity to 0zho. ; 


Paulinus and Proculus ( ſays D'Ablan-- 


ſelves by Excuſes not ſo honeft as neceſſary : - 
For they aſcrib'd to their own Cunning the 
long march of the Army before the Battel, . 
and the encumbrances of the Baggage, with 
ſeveral other accidents of Fortune, to make © 
out their Fidelity to Vitellius by a ſuppos'd : 
Betraying of Otho. : 


Behold an Example of what I have in : 
other places alledg'd , that Flattery 1s - 
always byaſs d by Intereſt. Palins and 
Proculus. rather choſe to be accounted . 
Traytors, then Perſons of Honour. Be- 
cauſe their Treaſon was a meritorious . 
att, and advautagious to Vitelus, and by 
conſequence ſecur'd 'em from his Indigna- - 
tion. Another Prince then Y:celus, who 
had no ſentiments of Generofity, would : 
have deſpis'd their Submiſſions. For if - 
Traytors are odious to themſelves, whole : 
Party they embrace, the ſuppos'd Tray- 


- 
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tiate themſelves with the new Prince, 
faifly accuſe themſelves to have betray'd 
his Rival, are no leſs Treacherous and 
Criminal then others. And for that rea- 
ſon Tacitus tells us, That the Juſtifica- 
tions of Paulinus and Proculus, were rather 


ſuch as neceſſity requir*d, then honeſty. | 


For, for a Man to boaſt himſelf a Tray- 
tor, to the Perſon to whom he had been 
Faithful in his Life-time, was an open 
acknowledgment, that he ne'er was faith- 
tu], but for his own Intereſt ; and that 


he only ſtudy'd to enrich himſelf by op- | 


Portunities of Treachery. For that rea- 
ſon it was, that the Conſul Marius Cel- 
ſus, who never ſtirr'd from Galba's Inte- 


Teſt, frankly confeſsd before Orho, that | 


he had always adheard to Galba's Fortune; 
and that if he 1iv'd longer, he would have 
ſerv'd' him with an inviolable Fidelity. 
Arid that with the ſame integrity he ſtuck 


to Otho againſt Virclins, who nevertheleſs | 


eontinu'd himin his Conſulſhip, for which 
another had offerr'd Money. So highly 
is fidelity eſteem'd by them, that have 
vs'd all their endeayours themſelves to 
vitiate it in another. And therefore T:- 
berius not only acquitted a perſon that” 
had the courage to acknowledge himſelf 


cne of Sejanus's Friends, and caus'd his ; 


Accuſers 
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Accuſers to be puniſh'dd witheither Death 


or Exilement. Auguſtus had always 2 
| high eſteem for ſins Pollio, tho he 
re'er would attend him to the War of 
Aitium ; 1n excuſe'of which he gave him 
ſuch. a reaſon, ;as-.ever after. afterwards 
excus'd him to his favour. The good Ser- 
vices ( ſaid he) which-T have done for An- 
thony, are greater then the Benefits which'T. 


| have receiv 'd from Him ; but what he has 


done for me, is better kv to the World, 
then what 1 did for him : \ And therefore f 
| leave him to determin your Differences, with- 
out declaring for the one or the other, refols- 
ving to be a prey to the Vitor, | 
Thus Men of Courage alivays abomi- 
,nate whatever has the leaſt Tin&ure of 
Treaſon ; whereas Flatterers, who are- 
only the Friends of Fortune, believe them-- 
ſelves diſingag'd from all Obligations of ' 
Loyalty or Fidelity, to tha waow She: 


| abartdotis, 
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ESSAY XCIL 


DE — 


Brother , - and Preceptors of 
Tyranny creeping into favour, be- 
came more lofty and more cruel. 


Says D'Ablancourt ; Virtellius becane 
more lofty and more cruel upon the coming 
of his Brother, and the Courtiers from Rome, 
who taught him to aft the the Tyrant. Not 
to att the Prince, as the Tranſlator erro- 
280nfly renders it , for Tacitus and the 


Younger Pliny always oppoſe Domination to | 


Principality, 


I have already told you in ſeveral of 
the preceding principal Heads , that 
Sycophants are always of a cruel humor, 
Which is the reaſon that Princes who 
liſten to their Charms, cannot chooſe | 
but be. very ſanguinary. Nor need we | 


A/ a upon the coming of his 


crouds of Examples in this place, to clear - 
what has been ſufficiently made out al- 


E $- | 
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E-SSA I... XCHE- 


S Veſpaſian came out of the 
NY Bed-Chamber, ſome few Sol- 
diers that waited in the next Room, 


| inſtead of ſaluting him, as the Em- 


peror's Lieutenant, bid him Al! hail, 
by the Title of Emperor. Then 
crouds of others preſs'd in, and 
heap*'d upon him the Titles of C2/ar 
and Auguſtus, with all thoſe Appel- 
lations belonging to Imperial Sove- 


| reinty. 


Says D'Ablancourt z As he came out of 
his Chamber, the Soldiers that were upon the 
Guard, ſaluted him Emperor ; whoſe Exam- 
ples others follow'd,, that came running in 
ſhoals, and gave him the Names of Czfar 
and Avguſtus , with all thoſe other Titles 
that are uſually. given to Emperors them- 


ſelves. 


What has been ſaid already in the. 
4. 26. 44+ 77. 14. & 89. Articles, may 


ſerye - 
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ſerve as a Commentary ſufficient for Ex- 
planation of this. I ſhall here add bur 


only one Reflexion of 7acitas himſelf, 


That the firſt' Attempts of Men aſpiring 
to Sovereign Dominion, are full of du- 
bious Thoughts, and tottering Reſolu- 
tions ; but when they have once laid vio- 
lent Hands'upon the Throne, they ſhall 
not want for Encouragement, Counſel 
and Aſſiſtance. _ 


— 


PET 


ESSAT AC1V. 


Eſpaſian in the Infancy of his 
Empire, not being ſo obſti- 

nate in Licencing Injuſtice, till his 
Indulgent Fortune , and the Flat- 
teries off 11is Tutors taught him to 
dare more boldly. 
Says D'Ablancourt ; There were nothing 
but Accuſations of the Rich, and Confica- 
tions of Eftates ;, Violences inſupportable to 
the People , but excus'd through the ne- 
ceſſity of the War. Nevertheleſs Veſpaſian- 
corupted by his good Fortune, and inſirutted 
by his evil Tutors, pratticd the ſame Oppreſ- 
ſion in Peace town?d the end of his w_w 
notweth- 


The Modern Conrtier. 207 


notwithſtanding his Reſerv'dneſs at the be- 
ging. 


Avarice was a Vice predominant in Feſ- 
p:ſian, Equal but only for that (ſays Ta- 
citus) to the Ancient Roman Captains. 
His Flatterers fomented andcheriſh'd this 


| ame failing of his, which he had ſome 


thoughts of reforming at the beginning 
of his Reign, at which time he carry'd 
himſelf with ſo much Moderation, that 


it was ſaid of him, T hat he was the only 
Private Perſon advanc'd to Sovereignty, 
who ever chang'd for the Better. But 
they that are always at the Elbows of 
Princes, make it their ſtudy to corrupt 


by the force of Pleaſure, which they ſtrive 
no leſs to make habitual to '*em, that fo 
they may have neither leiſure, nor any de- 
fire to look after the Publick Aﬀairs.1f Pri- 
| vate Men (ſays the Younger Pl:ny) change 
| their Manners and' their Condutt in {o 
| ſhort a time, Princes are more eaſily al- 
lur'd totheſame Effects of Human Frailty, 


nations may be ; becauſe there are ſo few 
that ſtudy to cultivate and improve thoſe 
blooming Excellencies , while all Men 
' rather labour on the other ſide, ont of 
2; ſervile 


and enervate their vertuous Intentions _ 


how excellent ſoever their Natural Incli- 
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ſervile Complaiſance, to encourage and 
augment whatever they diſcover amiſs 
or Irregular in his Diſpoſition. Francis], 


(ſays Mazeray) had been a moſt Renowned 


Printe in all particulars, had be not ſufferd 
himſelf ſometimes to be led aſtray by the evil 
Counſels of his Miuiſters,who to advance their 
own Authority, ſcrew'd up his Prerogative be- 
yond the Anncient Laws of the Kingdom, to 
erregular Domization, And that Henry II. 
who was greatly enclin'd to acts of Ju- 
ſtice, Was the cauſe of all the Miſchief 


which they who Govern'd him committed, in | 
regard he never was the abſolute Maſter | 


of himſelf, 


_ 


_— 
— 


ESSAY. XCV; 


THE Multitude grew burthen- 
4 ſom through. the vaſt num- 
ber of Senators and Knights that 
throng'd out of the City- to . meet 
him, ſome through Fear, many out 
of Adulation, the reſt, and all by 


degrees,leſt others going,they ſhould. 


remain behind. 
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Aad to this (ſays D Ablancourt) the nu- 


merous Train of the Court, always Proud and 
Inſolent en under the beſt of Princes, all the 


Senators and Knights, went out to meet him, 


ſome in Honcur to his Perſon, others out of 
Flattery, or for Fear,and all at length , that 
they might not be ſeen toremain alone behind. 


The Fourth Article may ſerve as a ſuf- 
ficient Commentary for this, to which 1 
refer the Reader, to avoid Repetition. 


ESSAY XCVYL 


THE next day he made a long 


Harangue in Commendation of 
Himſelf, wherein he extoli'd his 
Induſtry and his Temperance with 
high Encomiums, tho? all that were 
preſent had been Eye-witneſſes of 


| his Debaucheries, and all Italy , 


through which he had march'd, 
had ſeen himnotorious - for his 
drouſie Luxury and Gluttony, Ne- 
vertheleſs the Vulgar, unable to 
diſtinguiſh between Truth and 


| Falſhood , made a hideous 


noile 
with 


, _ —_ 
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with their Acclamations and Ap. 
plauſes, and clamour'd to him to 
accept the Title of Arguſtus, which 
he refus'd. | | t 
dl 
The next day, ſays D'Ablancourt , be | k 
made a Harange to the People and Senate, 
wherein he commended his Induſtry and his 
Temperance , as if he had ſpoken to Stran- 
gers, and that all Italy had not been able to 
reſtifie the contrary. The People however, 
who are accuſtom'd to Flattery, void of all 
Sentiments of "Honour s applauded his I; 
pertinences, and forc'd him to aſſume the Ti-| 5, 


tle of Auguſtus, which he had refusd. | q 


When Princes applaud themſelves, tis 
a ſign they expeR+to be ExtolFd and AG- | 
mir'd by thoſe that hear 'em.. And $Sj- ” 
cophants when they Flatter out of Cu- = 
ſtome, they never fail to magnifie a bad 
Prince, who is ſo vain as to commend 
himſelf. Some there are therefore who |! 
Have ſtil'd Sycophants the:Eccho of Princes, [V0 
and indeed it is a Definition that pro- | 
perly befits 'em; for they always ſpeak dec 
whatever the Princes ſay, and always re- |” 
peat the Princes own words. Tacitus re- ft 


ports that Calignla aftefted as much - lat 
mm 
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* 
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him lay, all the Expreſſions of Tberins ; 
and then when Vero ſang upon the Thea- 
tre, =] the Company, but more eſpeci- 
ally, the Senators and Roman Ladies ex- 
toll'd his Voice, obſerving the ſame Time 
and Meaſure in their Acclamations that he 
KePT in Singing. 


— 


ESSAY XCYIE 


UT neither had Aponins writ- 
ten to him the' whole Truth, 


[and his Flattering Sycophants made 


a more {hight Interpretation of his 


tiny of one Legion, while all the 
reſt-of the Armies continued in their 
Obedience. ; 


Says D*Ablancourt, The firſt Tntelligence 
that Vitellius receiv?d of Veſpaſians Re- 
volt, was from Aponius Saturninus , who 
ſent bim word that the firſt Legion had de- 
declar'd for his Enemy, But as one that 


nt given him an account of all the particu- 
lars 5 ſo that the Emperour's Favorites made 


ſight 
V 


[ntelligence, as being only the Mu- | 


vas himſelf aftoniſh'd at the Aftion, he had 


PY 
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ſight of the News, aſſuring him that it was 
only ths Revolt of .a ſingle Legion, but that 
all the reſt continu'd their Fidelity ro Him 


ſal 


This Article is explain'd by the 79. Ar- 
ticle, where it is ſaid, That Princes are 
Flatter?d, even in the molt Perillous Con- 
junCtures of their Affairs. So far V:tel- 
lius was well inform®d, that one Le- 


gion was already Revolted, but that 


ather piece of Intelligence, ſo abſolutely 
neceſlary for him to have known , was 
ſuppreſs'd, that the Legions of Egypr, 


Syria, and Fuaea, had already Elected and 


Proclaim'd another Emperour. They 
made him believe, and he himſelf had 
divulg'd It among his Soldiers , that 
there was no fear of a Civil War, and 
yet at the ſame time there was one al- 
ready begun, while the Empire was ſhar'd 
between two Emperours. Then he de- 
manded Succours from the Germans, the 
Engliſh and the. Spaniards, and yet not 
one of thoſe Provinces made haſte to ſend 
him any, in regard that through the per- 
nicious Councels of his Flatterers , he 
diſembl'd the preſent neceſſity of his Af- 


fairs. A piece of Diſſimulation which v 
Tacitus calls Impertinent > while 1t - v 
ays 


®. 


al 
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lays the Remedy inſtead of putting a ſtop 
to the Diſtemper:” Tis very probable,that 
Portugal had ſtill been ſubjet to the 
Crown of Spain if the Conde DOlwares, 
Chief Miniſter to Phil:p the Fourth, had 


. [had a better Opinion of the Courage of 


the Porrugueſes ; and had put a higher Va- 


. ve upon the Prucence of the Yce-Queen 
_ | Margaret of Savey, Dutches Dowager of 
_ | Montoua , 


{times to diſpel the Tempeſt, which ſhe 


who adviſs'd him ſeveral 


elſe foreſaw would fall upon the Spaniſh 
Monarchy. But the Duke was born to be 
an Example, that the too great Confi- 


Yand dence which the Grand Miniſters of State 


have of their Abilities aud their Fortunes, 
is moſt commonly the foundation of their 
Deſtruftion; and that God infatuates 
the Counſels of Princes, whom He de- 
ſigns to puniſh. 


———— 


ESSAY XC 


Itellias having made an Ora- 
tionto the Senate full of Pomp 
and Oſtentation , was applauded 


[with all the moſt exquiſite Flatteries 


which the Fathers could devile. 


SAJS | 
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Says D'Ablancourt, He made a mſt 
Maguificent Oration to the Senate , which 
was receiv'd with no leſs Pompous Adula- 
$107, 


There needs no other Explanation of 
this Text, then what has been already 
ſaid in the 96. Article. 


ESSAY XCIX. 


FT Trellivs enquriing the cauſe of 

ſo much Light in a certain 
Tower, word was brought hiin that 
ſeveral Perions Supp'd with Lecin 
Tuſcus, among whom the moſt 
conſiderable tor Honour, was Junius 
Bleſus; at what time they that 
brought the News aggravated much 
more then it was, the Splendor of 
the Feaſt, and the diflolute Riot of 


the Gueſts: Nor were there want--, 


ing ſome that accus'd Tuſcus himielt 
and others, but” B/e{us more hainoul- 
ly, for Debauching ſo publickiy 
when the Prince was Sick. 


Says 


if þis Rival. Ls Viteliius thereupon entring 


Says D'Ablancourt , Vitellius lay very 
ill in Servilius's Garden; at what time he 
obſerv'd a great Company of Lights in a 
Houſe adjoyning, and demanding the reaſon, 
he was told that Tuſcus Cecina made a great 
Extertainment for Janius Bleſus, and ſeve- 
ral others of meaner Condition, Nor did 
they fil to give him an Account of the Mag- 
nificence of the Banquet, and the Exceſs of 
their Debauchery, and to blame the Maſter 
of the Feaft, but more eſpecially Junius 
Bleſus, for Debauching ſo ſcandalouſly when 
the Emperour lay Sick. 


There can be nothing ſaid more per- 


haps to this Subje, then what Tacitus 


himſelf repeats conccrning the Death of 


Bleſus. 


So ſoon, Tays he, as certain of the Cour- 
tiers who make it their Buſtneſs to dive into 
the ſecret Jealonſies and Diſguſts of Princes, 
jerceiv'd that Vitellinus was Exaſperated, 
ind that Bleſus might be made the vitime 
to his Indignation and their Envy, they made 
their Aadrefſes to Vitellius's Brother, who 


-Jout of a deprav'd Emmation hated Bleſus, 
whoſe bigh Reputation was an Eyrſear to a. 
jerſon ſully'd with all manner of tnfamy, 


andengae'd him to undertake the Accuſation 


the 
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the Emperour's Chamber, took his little Son in 
his Arms,and throwing himfelf at his brothers 
Feet, told him that the Trouble he was in, 
and the Supplications he made him with Tears 
in his Eyes, proceeded from no other Cauſe, 
but his real good Wiſhes for. the Welfare of 
the Emperour and his Children. That his 
moſt dangesous Enemy was not Veſpaſian, 
whom ſo many faithful and couragious Le- 
gions, and [3 many Loyal Provinces prevent- 
ed from approaching Italy ; but a Perſon 
that Rome fomented in her Boſom ,, who 


boaſted his Deſcent from the Family of the 


Czſars, and a Branch of the Junius's and 
Antonins's, ard who daily corrupted the Ale- 
gzarnce of the Soldery, by his Trayterons Li- 


berality and Careſſes, That all the World * 


lookt upon him as already Emperour, to the 
contempt of Vitellius, who ſlighting equally 
both his Friends and his Enemies, ſuffer d 
the Fortune of a Rival to grow preat, who 
rejoyc'd to behold in the midſt of a Luxuri- 
ous Feaſt , his Soveraign languiſhing upon 
the Bed of _— Ana therefore 1t be- 
hov'd him to let him taſte the ſorrows of 4 
fad and diſmal Night for his unſeaſonable 
Follity, that he might both underſtand ans 
feel Vitellius was alive and Emperonr, and 
had a Son too to ſucceed him, 
| | An 
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And thus we ſee how Sycophants enve- 
nome the moſt Innocent Aftions of Men; 


| of whom the Prince has once a Jealovſie, 


and ſpur their Soveraigns on to Cruelty 
and. Tyranny. And this -Example of 
Bleſus may ſerve to ſerve to admoniſh 
great Perſonages, how much it behoves 


| em to be careful of themſelves, and to 


'*em underſtand the Dangers to which 
their Birth and Fortune expoſe *em. 


nm_-” 


uti. 


ESSAY C. 


( apr"; to the Opinions of the 


moſt experienc'd of the Cen- 
turions who would have frankly git- 
ven him their Advice, might they 
have been Conſulted. But the Fa- 
vourites of /zellias would not per- 
mit *em to come near him, beſides 
that the Ears of the Prince were fo 
polleſs'd , that all things profitable 
ſounded harſh, and nothing would 
be admitted but what was Gratetul 
and Deitructive. 


E _ Says 
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- Says D'Ablancourt, Againſt the Opinion 
of hjs moſt Experienc'd Captains who would 
have given him their Advice, if he would 


bave requir'd it : But he had been accuſtem'd * 


for along time to hear nothing but what was 


pleaſing and prejudicial, 


Sycophants underſtand fo well to poſ- 
ſels the Ears of the moſt part of unwary 
Princes, that in time they render '*em not 


much unlike Y:rellius; there being very. 


few that will endure to hear Truth ſpo- 
'ken without Offence. Therefore it was 
that one of the Ancients reſembPd Syco- 
phants to Thieves, who when they go 
about to break open a Houſe in the Night 
time, put out their Candles for fear of 
being difcover'd. For the firſt thing that 
Flatterers do in the Courts of Princes, 
1s to remove from about their Perſons 
all Men cf ſharp and penetrating Appre- 
-henſions, though bold and able to give 
. wholeſome Advice to their Soveraigns, 
and diſcoyer the Artifices which they 
make uſe of, to the prejudice of the de- 
lnded Prince. Thus Vero became a Prey 
to his Flatterers, when once they re- 
moy'd Burrhus and Seneca out of their 
way, who labour'd by conſent, and made 


. Fw . . y 
it their Buſineſs ro iafulc into bim Sentt- wy 
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ESSAY. CL. 


Adulation praQtiz'd openly. 


their Sentiments, as well of Hatred as En- 
vy, only their Flattery ſhew'p it ſelf openly. 


- Obſerve here in two words, the Por- 


traiture of the Court, where Hatred: 


lurks in the Heart , while the Lips of 
Men are. full of Adulation. The Chief 
Miniſters who ever they be, are ſtill Flat- 


|ter'd by. reaſon of their high Advance- 


ment, but Enyy'd always by reaſon of 
their Power. It being the Cuſtom of 
Men to behold with murmuring and re- 
pining, Superiour Authority in the hands 
of. thoſe that have been their Equals. 
Mucianus having written to the Senate, 


:- 1.0he Senate murmur*d in their Private 
te [Cabals. If Mucianus be a private Perſon, 
| kry'd they, why does he Write likg a public 


Miniſter ? Had he had any thing to ſay to 
L 2 Sy 
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ments becomming a Vertuous and Magna* 


Ba Envy lay conceal'd, and: 


Says D'Ablancourt, The Senate concoal'd 
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ms, he might as well have ſtay'd till his Re- 
zurn to Rome, at what time he might have 


propes'd it himſelf in the Senate, But L 


when they were met in a Body, then 
They ſtrove who ſhould moſt applaud 
what they had condemn'd in private, 
even to the decreeing Triumphal Orna- 
ments to Mucianns for a Civil War, 
which he had kindV'd by inciting Yeſp+ 
ſian to Revolt againſt Yrirellins. And 
this that the Senate afted at Rome in 
reſpeCt of ucianms, is no more then 
what is daily Practiz'd in all the 
Courts of the World, where the Chief 
Miniſters and Favourites hear nothin 

but Encomiums of themſelves, becaule 
all. People fawn upon their preſent For- 
tune. But they are much deceiv'd who 
judge by their own Ears, of the inward 
Sentiments of their outward Adorers. 


| 


? 
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ESSAY CI. 


Certain Perſon known to have 
| been long Blind, imploring 


| with Tears the Cure of his Blind- 
| neſs, beſought the Prince to rub his 
Cheeks and the Balls of his Eyes 


with the Excrement of his Mouth. 


: 


Another lame of his Hand, begg'd 
the favour that .Ce/ar would vouch- 
ſafe to Tread upon him with his 


Feet. Veſpaſian at firſt refus'd and 


laugh'd ar the Petitions of both, as 
fearing the vain Iſſue of ſuch an at- 
tempt ; till tyr'd' with the Suppli- 
cations of the Afﬀicted People, and 
the Encouragements of his Adula- 
tors, he was induc'd to have a bet- 


| ter Conceit of himſelf. 


Says D*Ablancourt, One that was Blind 
and well known by the People, beſought him 
to rub his Eyes with his Spittle, as. being the 
only means to recover his Sight 3; and another 


that: was lame of one Hand, implor'd him 
L 3: tike- 
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likewiſe but only to touch the part Aﬀeted 
with A ſole of his Foot. Fr Fav 
rejetted both their Sollicitations at firſt with 
Scorn and Laughter , till preſs d by their 
continual Importunities , be enquir d of the 
Phyſiinns whither ſuch a thing were poſſible 
to be done, wavi 

bis Conrtiers, an 
felf Ridiculous. 


the fear of rendring him- 


Tacitus makes the Commentary upan 


this place himſelf. Veſpaſian , ſays he, | 


Commanaed the Phyſitians to conſult among 
themſelves, whether Humane Remedies could 
ſur mount the Nature of thoſe two Infirmities, 
he Phyſitians after they had argu'd the 
Point, conclutled., that the Blind Man not 
baving as yet quite loſt his viſual Facuity,, 
the fight of his Eye not being utterly Corro- 
ded away , his fight might be reſtor'd, .pro- 
vided the Impediments were remov'd: And 
that the other's Hand might be recover d, fo 
that the Nerves that were ſhrunk , eould bt 
mollifid and ftretch'd out to. ther natural 
uſe : That the Gods perhaps made choice of 
him to' effe& this great Miracle : Moreover, 
that the Glory of the Cure would redound to. 
his Immortal Honour, whereas if it did tt 
ſucceed, all the Laughter and Derifion of the 


's between the Flatteries of | 


Care in' vain attempted, would fall upon the 
| Cre 
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Credulity of thaſe 'unfirtunate; Perſons, 
Veſpaſian therefore believing all things would 


ſubmit to his Fortune, with a chearful Arr 


went on, and condeſcended to their Suppli- 
ations. | | 
Thus Princes at firſt withſtand the 
Corruptions of Flattery, but ſooner .or 
later ſuffer themſelves to be Vanquiſh'd 
by its Temptations. They may be Mo- 
deſt, Prudent, Conſtant, Reſolute , Pa- 
Iitic, -and Judicious, yet Flattery always - 


finds a way to ſteal into their Afﬀections, .. 
and ſupplant thoſe Vertues which ſhe:: 


meets with in their Inclinations. 


——— 


—_—.. 
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ESSA.Y CIIL 


| Hen Domitian read Apri- 
Y colz'r Will, wherein he left: 


him Coheir with the beft of Wives; 


and a molt Pius Davghter, he.re-- 


joyc'd at it were to.tind fo great an. 


Honour done his Brother by ſo judi-- 
cious a Perſon. So blinded and cor-- 
rupted was his Judgment by. conti- 
nual Adulations, as not to diſcera 


| that a Vertuous Father never left a: 


Prince. 
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Prince his Heir, unleſs he were a 
bad.one. 


_ Says D*Ablancourt, When Domitian 
read Agricola*s laſt Will and Teſtament, 
and ſaw that he had left him-his Heir toge- 
ther with his Wife and Daughter, he took-it 
for an Honour ;, being ſo Infatuated by Flat- 
zery, as not to apprehend that a bad Prince 
Was never the Heir to one. that was Ver- 
THONS:. 


Princes that have a Kindneſs for Syco- 
Phants, are foon miſtaken in their Judg- 
nents, while the t'other make uſe of all 
their Art and-Cunning, to diſguiſe the 
Truth of things. Selt-love it is indeed 
that blinds the greateſt part of Men. 
But they have a Remedy which Princes 
want, in regard that either their Su- 

riours or their Equals, are not a- 

aid to tell 'em Truth, which is an 
eaſie ſtep to Reformation z whereas 
Princes having neither Superiours nor 
Companions , unleſs they pleaſe them: 
ſelves; all the World ſtudies to pleaſe 
or rather. to miſguide 'em. W hence il 
comes to paſs. that they delight in ma- 


- ny. things, which they would ſhun as the: | 
; Rocks. | 
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Rocks of their Reputation, and as eter- 
nal Stains upon their Memories, had they 
but Faithful and Uninterreſted Friends, 
who had the Courage to diſcover what 
their Sycophants conceal from thelr 
Knowledge. I wiſh to Heaven this little 
Treatiſe may prove acceptable to others 
as perhaps it may be unpleaſing to them, 
who raiſe their Fortunes by Adulation, 


